
KORVING IS 
FIRSTS.A-. 

LASER 
CHAMP 

DURBAN - Nicki Korving of the 
Point Yacht Club showed his 
superiority over all competitors in 
a wide variety of sailing conditions 
by winning in convincing style the 
first Laser national championship, 
held here in July. 

Forty-six Lasers from all over 
South Africa gathered in Durban 
to compete in the event, sailing in 
a variety of wind and tidal con
ditions which were a real test of 
sailing skill'. 

The Laser - judging by this 
regatta - seems to have drawn top 
skippers from many other one and 
two-man classes, as a glance at the 
names in the results will show. 
There is also a strong possibility 
that the Laser will become the . 
boat in which champions from 
different classes will compete on 
a level basis to sharpen up on 
tactics and get some great racing 
into the bargain. 

Nicki Korving - a past national 
Sprog champion - finished the 

· regatta with an impeccable record 
(1,1,1,2) and a total of three 
points after the discard. He sailed 
brilliantly, sometimes having to 
sail his way through 20 boats after 
being boxed in at the start, or 

streaking away from the start with 
great speed into an early and 
commanding lead, which he de
fended vigorously. 

Peter Cardwell, also of the 
Point Yacht Club, was second 
finishing with 22,35 points(!, tie, 
2,4,5) and Alan Tucker of Aeolians 
Cjub was· third with 25,7 points 
(2, 2,4,6) and Ric Parker of Victoria 
Lake was fourth with 44, 7 pts 
(1,3,5,23). Trevor Kitson of Red
house Y.C. was always in the hunt 
and startled all the locals when he 
won the club race on the Sunday 
before the national. 

RESULTS: 

l. N. Korving (PYC) 3 points; 
2.' P. Cardwell (PYC) 22,35 points; 
3. A. Tucker (Aeolians) 25,7 pts; 
4. R. Parker (VLSC) 44,7 points; 
5. T. Kitson (RYC).46,7 points; 
6. R. Sco~t (RYC) 52,7 points; 
7. F. Collier (RYC) and A. Keen 
(ZvYC) 57 points; 9. R. Bowden 
(PYC) 57,7 pts; 10. C. Moore 
(RYC) 60 ·pts; 11. G. Hichens 
(TYC) 60, 7 pts; 12. S. Sterling 
(VYC) 68,7 pts; 13. M. Leigh 
(PYC) 69,7 pts; 14. E. Howard 

DINGHY RACING 

Nicki Korving - the first national Laser champion - casts an anxious look over his shoulder at the 
opposition, which was invariably behind him. · 

(PYC) 70,7 pts; 15. A. Johnson Atherstone (PYC) 133 pts; 32. A. 
(RYC) 74 pts; 16. J. Dommett Brooks (PYC) 135 pts; 33. B. 
(UCTYC) 78 pts; 17. D. Orton Muldoon (FYC) 140 pts; 34. L. 
(RYC) and I. Cochrane (RYC) ·Brereton-Stiles (PYC) - 141 pts; 
86 pts; 19. T. Tilney (RYC) 91 35. M. King (RYC) 143 pts; 
pts; 20. E. Orr (FYC) 96 pts; 36. A. Hinckley (PYC) 152 pts; 
21. U. Coblenz (TYC) 98 pts; 37. H. Massyn (FYC) 155 pts; 
22. A. Kade (PYC) 100 pts; 38. N. van Heeswyk (NASC) 165 
23. M. Eglington (PYC) 11 I pts; pts; 39. R. Wurdemann (PYC) 
24. J. Bellengere (PYC) I 12 pts; 166 pts; 40. J. Schaffer (PYC) 
25. G. Haygarth and K. Leigh 172 pts; 41. J. Schachter (ERYC) 
(bothPYC) 117 pts; 27. M. Freitag 185 pts; 42. B. Jones (PYC) 191 
(UCTYC) 122 pts; 28. G. Bohn- pts; 43. R. Fraser (PYC) 192 pts; 
sack (FYC) 127 pts; 29. J. Mc 44. J. Lindsay (HMYC) 205 pts-; 
Gillvray (RYC) 130 pts; 30. C. 45. F. Mulder (PYC) 206 pts; 
Korving (ISC) 132 pts; 31. E. 46. D. Clark (PYC) 208 pts. 

COVERPIC 
A heart-stopping moment as 

this Mosquito lifts a· hull way 
above the water off Fish Hoek 
in the Cape. Flying through the 
air with the greatest of ease ·are 
Geoff Aymot and Anders. 

The fleet of 45 Lasers comes up to the start of the first race to get the championship underway. There 
was only one general recall during the regatta. 

LETTERS 
Dear Sir, , 

Courses for Championship Events 

Further to D.J. Haliburton's 
letter in your June issue,. one can 
only say "Pity the poor race 
officer" - this can be read in both 
meanings; firstly, because few 
yachtsmen ever thank him when 
he has succeeded in running a 
perfect race with a perfect course 
and start line, and few ever appre
ciate that this happy band of 
officials give willingly of their time 
to run yachting events so that 
others may enjoy the sport. 

However, there is nothing more 
detrimental to the discipline, 
general standa(d and enjoyment 
of any yacht race - let alone a 
championship event - than the 
race officer who lacks the exper
ience, - through no fault of his 
own, to make and implement the 
correct decisions in the condit:rons 
prevailing. 

As far as this particular event 
was concerned, the blame may 
partly lie with the provincial body 
for failing to implement the bye
laws laid down for the orgarisation 
and running of class championships 
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in Natal - these were approved 
by club delegates in June, 1974. 
Therein it was stipulated inter 
alia that the Provincial Executive 
shall appoint the race officer -
this was done for the express 
reason that the host club may not 
always be able to provide anyone 
sufficiently experienced to carry 
out these duties to the standards 
expected.for championship events. 

To deviate into listing the evils 
of a starboard-about course would 
be superfluous to the knowledge
able yachtsman, and too lengthy 
for the uninitiated; suffice it to 
say that the I.Y.R.U. didn't lay 
down a port-about direction hap
hazardly. 

Lest we· forget, may I add 
"thank you" to the race officer 
on the other three days of the 
event concerned who painstakingly 
took his time to lay a course and 
start line as good as could be 
expected under the wind-switching 
conditions which prevailed. 

G. L. Reynolds 
Kloof 
Natal 
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Ne~dlespar 
Sail with the spars that were 
chosen for the Kiel Olympic 
Games. We have stocks for 
FD's, 505's, Fireballs, Finns, 
Phantom's and Enterprises. 
Write or telephone us direct. 

} 
Bruce Banks 
1 8 Glen Road. Escombe, 
Queensburgh 4001 
Telephone 444223, Durban 

YACHTSMAN, 

Laser 
A simple but sophisticated 
boat for tough competition 
or just plain sailing fun. 

Fibreglass hull, 
aluminum spars, 
dacron sail. 
Weighs only 130 lbs 
is easily car topped and 
rigged in (XUflutes. 

. , 

To own a laser contact the sole 
South African Agent Elvstn5m 
Sails Durban or Johannesburg. 

Durban 
6 Milne St. 
Durban 
4001 
Tel. 28518 

Johannesburg 
47 Rivonia Rd. 

Sandton 
(½ km from 

Sandton City) 
Tel. 784-0487 
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