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LIPTON CUP 1999 
By Iain Park-Ross aboard Orion Challenger 

For the second time in three years, 
Gordon's Bay was' the popular venue 
for the 1999 Lipton Cup Challenge. 

With the victorious Royal Cape Yacht 
Club having nominated Port Elizabeth for 
the staging of the 1998 event, defending 
champions Gordon's Bay Yacht Club not 
surprisingly chose to host the fleet at their 
home waters in the North East corner of 
False Bay. 

The fleet of 25 L26s included all the 
usual "heavies", while the tried and trusted 
team of Chris King/Rick Nankin once 
again threatening to show their old form. 
Ian Ainslie/Greg Davis were there for 
Royal Cape, and of course Pete 
Shaw/Steve du Toit were defending for 
Gordon's Bay, while Jan Reuvers, repre
senting East London Yacht Club, could 
never be discounted if the wind blew. 

A number of promising newcomers 
were also destined to shine during the 
week, with Mark Sadler and Alex 
Runciman turning out for UCT, and Paul 
Lagesse and his motley Hobie mob repre
senting False Bay Yacht Club in their third 
Lipton together. 

Sieraj Jacobs headed a six-boat devel
opment contingent, and Paul Thompson 
was of course not going to miss this one, 
having convinced Rob de Vlieg that 
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Defending champions Spirit of Fedsure were unable to match their performance of the 
previous year, and had to settle for fifth place in this highly competitive fleet. 

Lipton was the place to be. 
Natal sent a strong contingent in the 

form of Harry Ellens, Trevor Donald and 
Patrick Harris, to show the Cape boys 
how well the resurgent Durban fleet would 
shape up against them, even though they 
had not smelt the Cup for almost fifteen 
years. 

The weekend prior to the contest had 
suggested that Royal Cape (Orion 
Challenger) was going to be almost 
unbeatable if the wind blew hard, and the 
prospects of a lot of breeze were very 
good, going into Day One. 

A building North Westerly graced the 
start of the regatta, as the fleet got away 
on the first of the traditional courses - the 
Rectangular course 

King/Nankin, this time representing 
Theewaterskloof Sailing Club, led from 
start to finish, with Paul Lagesse and the 
Hobie boys putting up a very workmanlike 
performance to sail into a faultless second 
place. Mark Sadler on PG Glass was 
third, with Royal Cape's Orion 
Challenger, having effectively cooked 
their regatta within the first fifteen min-

Pie by Peter Goldman. 

utes, after a solo sojourn to the right hand 
side of the first beat saw them on the out
side of a 20 degree lift! 

A non-discardable sixth was to cost 
Ainslie and Davis dearly later. 

From early on the defenders on Spirit 
of Fedsure lacked the speed that was 
going to be needed to win the 1999 
event, and could only manage a fifth in 
the first race. 

The northerly arrived with gusto on 
day two, for the triangular course, and 
Royal Cape's Orion raced away with it, to 
win by some minutes, from King and 
Nankin on Daly's Insurance. 

Jannie Reuvers sailing Quantum Sail 
Design and Mark Sadler on PG asserted 
themselves as top contenders, with the 
second race producing three boats in joint 
second place overall - Orion, PG and 
Quantum. 

A light start to race three (the wind
ward-leeward course), was a tribute to the 
abilities of the King/Nankin team. Their 
start aside, Rick called an absolutely fault
less race in a building Southerly, to win 
going away from a delighted Sieraj Jacobs 
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who had shown devastating upwind speed 
throughout, with Jan Reuvers third, and a 
lethargic looking Orion Challenger (Ian 
Ainslie) fourth. 

Reuvers was now ensconced in second 
with Ainslie dropping to third at this stage. 

At the halfway point of the regatta, 
Daly's were looking to be very elusive 
indeed. 

Day four produced a very late start in 
six knots of Westerly, which petered out to 
nothing before the weather mark, sending 
the fleet to an early shower. 

With only the Olympic Courses remain
ing, two races were scheduled for the next 
day, and lo and behold - 20 knots of 
North Westerly appeared. Was it going to 
be a doddle for Orion Challenger? Not so 
if Mark Sadler (PG Glass) was to have his 
way. 

The reason for the general recall was 
due to absolute mayhem on the line, as no · 
fewer than five boats were involved in a 
major collision at the start. This resulted in 
two immediate retirements due to dlam
age, and one other (Jan Reuvers), whose 
tiller had been damaged and which later 
broke whilst he was up front. 

Orion's day was saved and the Royal 
Cape crew went on to win in the 25 - 30 
knot winds from PG Glass and Dqily's 
Insurance. Trevor Donald, improvinB all 
week, put in a creditable fifth place behind 
Pete Shaw, who finally broke his run of 
fifth places. 

Paul Thompson and Rob de Vlieg, sail
ing DAC's Hollard Insurance, provided 
the spectacle of the day, and made the 
newspapers with crewmembers on the 
keel after a major capsize left them mast 
under. 

With one race to go and with the 
prospect of even more wind, Da I y 's 
Insurance was fairly comfortable with a 
three point lead over Orion Challenger. 

For overall victory, Orion had to win that 
final race, with Daly's being fourth or 
worse. Should Daly's in fact have scored a 
fourth, a sail-off would have ensued to 
break the tie between them. 

Orion scored their third first in a ding
dong race which featured PG Glass and 
Daly's throughout, with Daly's taking the 
Lipton Cup by finishing third in Race Six, 
and ahead by a single point overall. 

Having secured their record-beating 
seventh win by eclipsing Wilfred 
Hancock's six wins between 1958 and 
1966, Rick Nankin and Chris King 
praised the up-and-coming sailors and 
announced (once again) that this was to be 
their last Lipton. 

Special mention should go to the devel
opment teams, and in particular the all-girl 
team led by Lara Keytel, who handled the 
heavy conditions extremely well, and will 
surely be back for more next year, where 
the nominated waters are off Simonstown, 
on the opposite side of the Bay. J, 

The young UCT team showed remark
able port tack and all round speed and 
managed to overtake Orion on the second 
beat, and to stay ahead until whoops of 
delight signalled their crossing the finish 
line in first place. Luckily for Orion Jan 
Reuvers slipped into third, ahead of 
Daly's who were fourth. The gap between 
Daly's and Orion was now just five points 
- with two races to go. 

Results 

As the second race of the day (Race 5) 
started, the crew on board Orion were 
already planning their trip home, as they 
managed to find themselves 12 minutes 
from the line at the gun. A General Recall 
saved their bacon, with manager Manuel 
Mendes highly unimpressed with his 
charges. 

1 Dalys Insurance 
2 Orion Challenger 
3 PG Glass 
4 Quantum Sail Design 
5 Spirit of Fedsure 
6 African Glass 
7 Solid Liquid Filtration 
8 Parental Guidance 
9 Computer Associates 
10 Hollard Insurance 

C King/R Nankin 
I Ainslie 
A Runciman/M Sadler 
J Reuvers/S Hegerstrom 
P Shaw/S Du Toit 
S Jacobs 
T Donald/R Bowman 
H Ellens 
P Harris/P Cawdron 
PThompson 

TSC 
RCYC 
UCTYC 
ELYC 
GBYC 
ZYC 
DYC 
HMYC 
RNYC 
DAC 

Chug along in style in the Walker Bay a 
• Boat and motor package. 
• 2hp YAMAHA outboard motor 
• 8ft versatile all purpose dinghy. 
• Unique colour-impregnated (non-fading) 

polypropylene resin. 
• Injection moulded. 
• High impact and UV Resistant. 
• Broad beam for maximum stability. 
• Skid pad to protect keel from wear. 
• Easily transported on a car roof. 
• Designed to meet 

US Coastguard, 
Canadian 
Coastguard and 
EC safety 
requirements. 

Contact your nearest Yamaha dealer 0800 001779 

Yamaha is the market leader in marine products a1nd its 
nationwide dealer network are leaders in servic:e. 
Good reasons why Yamaha outboards make sense l'l~l ~ •~ ~l ; ~I 

For the performance of your life. 
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