
Lipton C C allenge 
Geoff Meek's victory for 
Hermanus Yacht Club last 
year resulted in them nomi
nating Gordon's Bay Yacht 
club as the venue for the 
1997 event. 

by Bruce Savage 

The Winning MBS Challenger team. 

The beautiful town of 
Gordon ·s Bay proved to be an 
excellent venue as well as very 
challenging to the competitors, 
almost all of whom had never 
sailed round-the-buoys racing in 
this area. The 21 competing 
teams thoroughly enjoyed the 
beauty of the venue and an 
excellent social program, but 
unfortunately the wind did not 
cooperate with a combination 
of calm and gale force winds 
wasting three racing days. Race 
officer Wog Hawksworth and 
his team did an excellent job, 
both in making wise and early 

(Back L-R) Andrew Edwards; Ant Spillebeen; Ian Ainslie; Greg 
Davis; Andy Mitchell. 

able to find a touch more speed 
on the final beat and a small 
shift back to the left enabled 
Daly ·s to cross just ahead of 
Maxtec halfway up the beat. 
Meanwhile MBS Challenger 
had worked through Meek and 
was closing the gap. At no 
stage up the final beat was 
there more than six boat
lengths between these four 
boats and the race culminated 
in one of the closest finishes in 
Lipton History. Dalys tacked 
onto port for the favoured com
mittee boat end with MBS tack
ing to leeward and slightly 
behind, and Maxtec tacking to 
windward. Meanwhile Africa 
Glass was coming in on the 

(Front) Gary Sindler; Ellian Perch and Dave Hudson. 

decisions on cancelling racing, as well as 
making the most of the sailable conditions 
to get in four good races. 

Geoff Meek was back defending for 
Hermanus on Africa Glass with most of 
his winning team. 

Royal Cape's MBS Challenger had the 
core of last year's team with Dave Hudson, 
Greg Davis and Andy Mitchell joined by 
Gary Sindler on the bow and Ian Ainslie on 
the helm. 

False Bay·s Daly's Insurance had the 
old Chris King / Rick Nankin combination 
re-united with .. the big boys .. (Rick Mayhew 
and Chris Hathaway) and bolstered by the 
addition of myself after my PYC challenge 
had to withdraw due to lack of finances. 

Jan Reuvers was back for Hout Bay on 
Maxtec and looking very fast in the 
Western Province championships. Pete 
Shaw and Steven du Toit had completely 

re-fitted the old SX Stainless Steel boat, 
and with good sponsorship from Medway 
were looking like the most threatening new 
team. 

Sunday was to be the first day of racing 
but the fleet waited in vain in the middle of 
False Bay for some wind before being 
towed all the way back in. Monday did 
however yield a fresh South Easterly and 
the rectangular course was set. 

Jan Reuvers had excellent speed in the 
conditions and took advantage of a right
hand shift on the first beat to gain an early 
lead for Maxtec, followed by Africa Glass, 
Daly's Insurance and MBS Challenger. 
The race developed into a very close tussle 
between these four teams with Reuvers 
holding onto the lead. 

On the last run Maxtec had the misfor
tune to blow their spinnaker and although 
retaining their lead they were now vulnera
ble to attack on the final beat. King was 

STUNNING NEW 

DEAN 400 
Quick cruising 
40 foot catamaran 

100 Catamarans - 10 years 
20 Dean 400 catamarans have already been built. 

DEAN CATAMARANS 
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Starboard tack layline for the 
committee boat. Dalys crossed 
first and MBS took advantage 

of the line-bias to just pip Maxtec whilst 
Meek had to settle for fourth. Just 17 sec
onds separated all four boats. 

The scene looked set for a memorable 
regatta, but the wind gods had other ideas. 
A South Easterly gale set in on Tuesday 
and was to rule out racing for the next two 
days. This caused serious disruption in the 
regatta, not to mention the Castle mar
quee, which was totally destroyed by the 
vicious gusts coming down the mountain, 
damaging some cars in the car-park. This 
was some of the entertainment enjoyed by 
the competitors, along with touring the 
wine-route and action cricket. 

By Thursday there were many worried 
faces amongst the organizers, facing the 
possibility of a non-event if at least the 
three .. funny" courses were not completed. 

Fortunately the South Easter had faded 
and a light to moderate North Westerly set 

Dean 360 

Regrettably, some have :not heard of 

Telkom's new GlobeErr1ail service. 

Telkom Maritime Radio Services continues to 

maintain the indispensable communications lifeline 

between land and sea. 
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With Telkom's hassle-free automated radio telephone 
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in across the bay allowing the setting of the 
sausage course. This race would prove piv
otal to the outcome of the regatta. The 
leading teams all felt that the stronger look
ing wind on the left would favour that side 
up the first beat, but the situation was 
turned on it's head as a big right-hand shift 
came through, putting the favourites down 
in the mid-fleet and giving Fish Hoek 
Beach's Stan tron ics a huge lead at the 
first mark. Daly's was the most buried in 
about twelfth position, but sailed an excel
lent second beat, working the shifts to 
catch up to the leaders. By the end of the 
second run there was very little separating 
the first four boats as MBS, Africa Glass 

and Dalys had caught right up to each 
other and Stantronics. Dalys could only 
manage ninth place. 

Friday was to be the day that proved 
the worth of the number 2 genoa in the 
L26 inventory as a 25 to 30 knot North 
Westerly set in for the final day's racing. 
Race three would be the equilateral triangle 
and would spell the end of the regatta for 
two of the top teams. Dalys mistimed their 
Vanderbijlt style start by three minutes after 
a sail change had positioned them a little 
far from the line. MBS and Africa Glass 
headed out to the left in a private race. 
Meek had gained the better start but MBS 
had better speed. Maxtec arrived at the 

According to Zulu Legend it means "Unknown Village" 

Mzingazi Waterfront Village 
If you're planning to invest in an exclusive waterfront lifestyle, don't miss 
seeing Mzingazi first. 

\¥here else can you cast a line from your timber deck, or step onto your own 
private boat mooring and cruise to one of the Indian Ocean islands for the 
weekend? 

The closest marina and small craft harbour to Gauteng, Mzingazi is set on 
Naval Island peninsula and forms part of the Tuzi Gazi Waterfrom, newly
discovered playground of the international yachting fraternity. 

Each unique studio, 2-, 3- & 4-bedroomed sectional title unit 

BROAD MARKETIMG Mll/00•818 

gLtarantees a prime posit.ion with spectacular waterfront 
views and total secLtrity for 
that lock-up-and-go lifestyle. 

J\11,ingazj \V~\terfront Village, KwaZulu-Natal 
Tel: (0351 I 788-0137 / 788-0031, Fax: (0351) 788-0033, Cell: 083-284-9027 
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weather mark first with Reuvers again 
showing good speed in the big breeze and 
taking advantage of the favoured right 
hand side of the beat. MBS was up there, 
but where was Meek? In the quest for extra 
speed to match MBS they had put on a lit
tle too much kicker tension exposing a 
fault in the boom. The Hermanus defence 
was over. 

The tight-reaches in these conditions 
were a real test of boat-handling with boats 
broaching all over the place. Dalys took 
advantage of the chaos to scythe their way 
through the fleet with excellent speed· and 
control. Competitors were bemused by the 
sight of Maxtec on the wrong tack on the 
second reach. The luckless Reuvers had 
suffered a broken tiller causing the boat to 
spin out of control. Although commend
ably finishing the race with a temporary 
repair the Hout Bay challenge was also 
effectively over. MBS won the race, putting 
them in a virtually unassailable position in 
the regatta followed by Dalys, ECL and 
the ever-consistent Medway. 

Race four was to be sailed back-to-back 
with race three and would be the final race 
of the 1997 Lipton Challenge Cup. With 
two of their closest challengers out of the 
running and holding a nine point lead over 
Dalys, MBS had only to sail a safe race to 
ensure that the Lipton Cup went back to 
Royal Cape. 

The wind appeared to be fading and 
Dalys changed back to the number 1 
genoa between races. Dalys had an excel
lent start this time winning the favoured 
buoy end, but MBS had better speed up 
the first beat as the wind once more 
increased favouring the boats with the 
smaller number 2 genoas. Dalys was still 
fast enough to round the weather mark in 
second place but MBS had a good lead 
and were in a winning mood. MBS 
Challenger retained their lead throughout 
the olympic course and posted their third 
consecutive win followed by Dalys and PG 
Glass. Bruce Keen, Charles Nankin and 
their young UCT team are a talent to be 
watched in the future, improving through 
the regatta to end fifth overall despite los
ing their spinnaker in race three. 

Owner and Sponsor of MBS 
Challenger, Ellian Perch, and Manager 
Anthony Spillebeen had the biggest smiles 
on Friday and Saturday night as their team 
celebrated at two of the better Lipton par
ties ever. Congratulations to Ian Ainslie, 
Greg Davis, Dave Hudson, Andy Mitchell 
and Gary Sindler on a thoroughly deserved 
and emphatic victory. 

Talk around the prize giving was that 
Royal Cape might nominate Port Elizabeth 
as the venue next year in an effort to 
encourage more participation from outside 
of the Western Cape.J, 

Technical Notes 
All boats were weighed by class measurer Andrew 

Mackenzie as they entered the water. This will 
result in a minimum weight being written into the 

class rules and should equalize the boats more. 
Almost all of the boats used North sails with the 

notable exception of Jan Reuvers (Doyle) who cer-
tainly was not lacking for speed. 

Full Results on page 35 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO PURCHASE 
WORLD-CLASS BOATS 

Recent relaxations· by the Reserve Bank 
of certain exchange controls, have creat
ed opportunities for local buyers to 
invest in quality boats overseas. 

This is according to Chris Bonnet of 
Ocean Sailing Management Systems in 
Durban who points out that many owners 
of boats locally hardly get the full benefit 
and use from their boats that they 
should, for the simple reason that our 
coastline is inhospitable with few ports of 
refuge which reduces them to day and 
social sailing only. 

While this may be fine for some, oth
ers with a more adventurous spirit prefer 
to use their boats better and enjoy cruis
ing to its fullest in different areas. 

By investing in one of the Sunsail boat 
ownership schemes, one can have a 
choice of 3 7 holiday locations around the 
world for 10 weeks a year at no addition
al cost other than the original invest
ment. Other benefits include ownership 
without the related maintenance costs 
and no worries of the boat standing idle 
and deteriorating. Coupled to this is a 
guaranteed income which is paid quarter
ly in arrears. 

With the R200 000 now permitted to 
be invested overseas it is easy for a syn
dicate to buy into one of the Sunsail, or 
related, boat ownership schemes. The 
new dispensation does not require the 
income to be remitted back to South 
Africa, nor have the boat repatriated as a 
South African asset. 

This now makes it viable for just two 
people to purchase a Beneteau 381 and 
pay the balance off during the charter 
period, ending up with a world-class boat 
at the end of the period. 

The Reserve Bank now also permits 
South African residents to place yachts in 
the Sunsail charter programme. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Ocean sailing Management 
Systems. Tel. 031-3015726. 

FAX ON DEMAND WEATHER SERVICE 

The Weather Bureau in co-operation with 
Travelphone has launched a new fax on 
demand service. This service enables any
body to obtain a weather forecast from a 
fax machine, 24 hours a day, making 
weather information more accessible for 
general use. 

The first phase which was launched in 
August comprises of the General 
Forecast Services and Marine Services. 
The General Forecast service is the 
National Forecast, Forecast Minimum and 
Maximum Temperature, Travellers 
Forecast, Five Day Forecast and Rainfall 
Report. The Marine Services is the 
Weather Bulletin for Coastal Waters, 
Weather Bulletin for High Seas and 
Weekly Sea Surface Temperatures. 

The service is easy to use, dial 082 
232 5600 from you fax machine, follow 
the instructions and enter the service 
number 2000. Your fax machine will 
immediately receive the document which 
is an index with all relevant service num-
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bers and descriptions. 
This Travelphone Service is in addi

tion to the very successful services for 
the British and Australian Consulates 
providing visa, passport and immigration 
forms. This service has been in operation 
since June 1997 and has enabled the 
Consulates to render a more effective 
service to clients by avoiding postal 
delays and queuing for the forms. 

For further information Contact 
Travelphone Information Services. Tel 
012 664 6404 

WILBUR ELLIS APPOINTMENTS 

William Voermann has been promoted to 
the position of Branch Manager of Wilbur 
Ellis Durban, having previously headed 
up the Durban yachting consulting team. 

Toby Day has been promoted from 
power wholesale to Wholesale Yachting 
Division Manager for KwaZulu Natal. 

WEST SYSTEM EPOXY MASTS 

Boatbuilders are now more frequently 
choosing epoxy, rather than polyester, 
vinyl ester or other resins to complete 
difficult construction jobs. 

A noted Italian builder recently built a 
pair of huge masts with Pine, using the 
West System epoxy as the adhesive. 

The masts are for a 45 metre vessel, 
with the foremast measuring 31.65 
metres high, and the main mast 35.51 
metres high. 

The fact that these masts were built 
with epoxy illustrates the builders confi
dence in the strength and reliability of 
Epoxy for such structures. West System 
403 Microfibres, a special thickening 
additive, with West System epoxy to max
imise the bond strength were used. 

Further information on West System 
products may be obtained from Exaton 
Composites. Tel. 021-5102564. 

SMD ACQUIRES KVH INDUSTRIES 
AGENCY 

SMD Telecommunications recently 
reached an agreement with KVH 
Industries in the USA to market their 
exciting range of specialised equipment 
in the marine electronics market in South 
Africa. 

KVH Industries are well known as pio
neers in the development of highly stable 
electronic compass systems, with their 
1000 digital fluxgate heading sen,sor 
designed for all types of craft, whether 
power or sail. 

More recently they announced the 
ADGC, or Azimuth Digital Gyro 
Compass, a real breakthrough which rev
olutionises the tricky area of overcoming 
unstable heading references from con
ventional magnetic or fluxgate compasses 
on smaller craft affecting autopilots, 
radar stabilisation and the presentation 
of stable displays on electronic navaids 
such as chart plotters. 

Another innovative product is their 
lnmarsat Tracphone, one of the first new 
generation compact mini M terminals. 

One of KVH's best known and 
respected products is their Datascope, a 
monocular, digital bearing and range 
finding instrument. 

Further information may be obtained 
from SMD Telecommunications. Tel. 021-
5112886. 

ISLAND SPIRIT 36 

The first Island Spirit 36 catamaran fully 
fitted out in Fortuna Yachts' boatyard has 
been launched, and brings the number of 
these cruising cats launched to ten. 

Previous models were all fitted out by 
their owners, but this one signals 
Fortuna's new policy. Its new-look tran
soms and interior arrangement, is 
defined as Fortuna's new standard prod
uct. 

The very easy access to the Island 
Spirit's cockpit has always been a special 
feature of this cat, as has its wide unclut
tered decks and remarkable space below. 
The surprisingly roomy interior is fur
nished with Fortuna's comprehensive 
suite of GRP modules, all finished off 
with hardwood trims that match the 
Yachttrim cabin and heads doors. 
Nineteen portlights ensure ventilation in 
tropical climes and the fitted bimini gives 
shade over the generous cockpit area. 

This recently completed boat is now 
available for viewing. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Fortuna yachts. TEL. 021-
5519340. 

NEW HARKEN REEFING & FURLING 
SYSTEM 

Harken has recently launched its new 
00AL reefing and furling system which 
combines the strong durable foil of the . 
unit 0 with the drum of the 00 unit to 
provide sailors with a low priced, 
effective reefing system for boats up to 
26'. 

The 00AL offers many features found 
in Harken' s established line of jib reefing 
and furling systems. These include a free
spinning, omni-directional bearing system 
with multiple ball bearing races, a double 
grooved foil for racing sail changes, and 
a lightweight halyard swivel to minimise 
windage and weight aloft. The furlers 
large inside spool provides plenty of 
mechanical advantage for smooth, easy 
reefing and furling. 

The 00AL is simple and easy to 
install, converts easily to racing, and is a 
cruising sailor's delight. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Wilbur Ellis. Tel. 021-5112330; 
011-8391810 or 031-3053381. 

NEW CONCEPT WINDLASS 

Lewmar recently introduced the worlds 
most compact windlass for boats from 6 -
10 metres. 

To complement its existing series of 
fully automatic rope/chain windlasses 
which range in size from 6 - 22m, the 
Concept 0 is light, fast and efficient. With 
a motor delivering 270kg, the Concept 0 

is also the most powerful windlass among 
its contemporaries. 

The innovative, no-snag automatic 
rope/chain management system handles 
both 6 - 7mm chain and 12 - 14mm 
rope, with power up, power down and 
manual chain release. Line speed is fast, 
up to 30m per minute. 

With a low, stylish profile the Concept 
0 is less intrusive both above and below 
deck. Pre-assembled for simple "drop
through" installation the Concept 0 is 
also easy to operate and maintain. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Central Boating. Tel. 021-248026. 

Mistral Nationals 

1 Rhesus Alpha 

2 Boogaloo 

3 Nikki 

4 Aphelion 

GerryAAd 

Brett van Rooyen 

Chris Nel 

M Richardson 

Lipton Cup 

1 Royal Cape YC 
2 False Bay YC 
3 Gordon's Bay YC 
4 Algoa Bay YC 
5 UClYC 
6 Hout BayYC 
7 Point YC 
8 Walvis Bay YC 
9 Zeekoevlei YC 
10 Fish Hoek BSC 
11 Theewaterskloof 
12 Langebaan YC 
13 Hermanus YC 
14 Defence (KZN) 
15 Deneysvile YC 
16 Milnerton Aquatic 
1 7 Defence (CT) 
18 Imperial YC 
19 Lake Marina Y&BC 
20 Hotentots Holland 
21 Port Owen YC 

MBS Challenger 
Daly's Insurance 
Medway Challenger 
ECL Challenger 
PG Glass 
Maxtec Peripherals 
Dunes 
Medallion Mushrooms 
Daly's ZVVC 
Stantronics 
Pink Lady 
Marcom 
African Glass 
BP Cheetah 
Suntuf 
Magnificent PPC 
Cape Columbine 
Halcyon 
KFC 
Liquor Value 
Realtime 

See the Index of all SAILING's 
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DUDLEY DIX YACHT DESIGN 
P.O Box 26524 

Hout Bay 
7872 

South Africa 

24 St Anthony's Road, Hout Bay 
Ph.(021) 790 2838 • Fax.(021) 790 1 Ei96 

e-mail: dixyacht@iafrica.com. 

Award winning designer and graduate 
of Westlawn School of Yacht Design, USA. 
Stock or Custom Designs for mono or multihulls, 

power or sail, any material, pleasure or 
commercial 

Home-study your shore-based theory 
and enjoy uninterrupted sail training 

out of Durban, Cape Town 
or Port Elizabeth. 

CASA SKIPPER/YACHTMASTER 
OFFSHORE 

Internationally the mo t popular 
choice. 

Toll-free Nationwide: 0800-0U 311 
Or write for a free brochure: 

INTEC, 
P.O Box 2918, Cape Town, 8000 

PUR 
12v DC p 
Full range of latest models ex stock. 

Phone for Quote. 

A\ LTS DEVELOPMENTS 
~ Serving yachtsmen since 1989 
":" Tel. (011) 907 7803 / 869 2132 

"' 

Builders of the: 
MOUNT GAY 30 

PARLAY 40 CATAMARAN 
NOSE' BE' 38 CATAMARAN 

• Custom Projects • Yacht Finishing 
• Yacht Refits (Racing & Cruisinn) 

NEW TELEPHONE NUMBERS • 
Tel/Fax. (021) 551 8535 

Cell. 082-770 2797 • e-mail. 
Laura@icon.co.za 

D 

S\ 
ALEXANDER SIMONIS NAVAL ARCHITECTS 
27 MARINER DRIVE WOODBRIDGE ISLAND 7441 

CAPE TOWN SOUTH AFRICA 
PH. +27-21-5513438 FAX.+27·21-5514812 

CELL +27-82-4910745 
E-MAIL: ASNA@SIMONIS.CO.ZA 

HOMEPAGE: HTTP://WWW.SIMONIS.COM 

Morgen rood 
/ RIGGING 

Tel.(021) 418 2181/3 
Fax. (021) 418 2181 
Cell. 083 303 5043 

P.O Box 594, Paarden Eiland 7420 

AGENTS AND MERCHANTS 
Direct Importers Of: 

• Western Red Cedar 
• Oak • Brazilian Mahogany 
• Maple • Cherry 
• Teak • Meranti 
• lroko • Afrormosia 

Over 40 species of timber in stock 

DURBAN: 
Tel. 031-83-7001 • Fax: 031-83-7072 

JOHAN ESBURG 
Tel. 011-786-8604 • Fax: 011-440-1729 

• 

Sole Distributors o .b, 
DUSS and FLEX . . ' 

Quality German Power Tools '· 
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