
On the run off Chapman's Peak 
The Joko Lipton Challenge Cup. 

By Alex Petersen 

The swells, off Hout Bay which can be clearly seen in both these pictures, created some exciting racing.On the right is the winning 
Zeekoevlei Yacht Club boat under full spinnaker. 

For the Hout Bay snoek fishermen, even 
accustomed as they are to rough weather, 
it was clear that the L 26 sailors were 
somewhat crazy. To go out in skinny little 
boats that apparently didn't have any 
motors and were pushed around by the 
wind was plainly unhealthy. And then to 
go out in the sea and wind like that - for 
fun - they were obviously not well. 

The fishermen had a point. Out on the 
confused five-metre swells and gusting 
winds off Kommetjie for the initial 
Sunday's race in the Joko Lipton 
Challenge Regatta, a number of the sailors 
were offering chundering evidence that 
indeed they were not well. Even seasoned 
sailors described the conditions as '·real 
survival stuff". Patrick Harris. co-skipper 
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with Niel Tocknell on the Royal Natal 
entry commented later that they were the 
roughest seas he has encountered in an L 
26. Predictably the pair revelled· in the 
wild conditions to achieve a well earned 
third place in the stormy first race. 

Among the spectacular broaches in the 
19-strong fleet, it was ironically Judron. 
the defending Hout Bay champions. who 
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most nearly came to grief in the confused 
seas. A jammed ratchet block at the first 
mark caused Judron to go into a Chinese 
gybe as they set the spinnaker. Tony 
Gardiner, who had come back from the 
weather rail to help with the guy was 
reaching to save a winch handle about to 
fall overboard when the boom came 
across catching him on the head. 

He fell back unconscious against the 
lee rail, the top half of his body dragging 
in the water as the boat lay on its side. 
"Between three of us we hung on to him 
and tried to haul him in" said crewman 
Joe de Kock. "Then Mike dropped the 
spinnaker, and the boat came up, and we 
got him into the cockpit. Yes, it was a bit 
hairy." 

Regaining consciousness about two 
minutes later, a confused Gardiner asked: 
"Where am I?" 

"We're bloody last, that's where we 
are!" was the reply from Greg Davis, 
according to the crew. Then after check
ing that Gardiner seemed to be relatively 
unhurt, he added: "We're still in the race, 
but we've got some catching up to do!" 

Gardiner, a doctor, counted himself 
lucky. "It was just a glancing blow, but a 
few centimetres difference might have 
been a different story," he said. The inci
dent had in fact dropped Judron back to 
16th position, and despite the absence of 
Gardiner's weight on the weather rail, 
Davis helmed superbly to fight back to sec
ond place. But the race victory went to 
Royal Cape, skippered by former Natal 
yachtsman Graham Dibb. Having overtak
en the False Bay entry D By/ & Co after 
the second mark, Royal Cape steadily 
pulled away to lead to the finish. 

It had definitely been the toughest start 
to Lipton Week for years, and it was 
remarkable that all the fleet finished the 
course more or less intact. For the crew 
on Cape Recife, the Northern Transvaal 
Defence entry which battled last across the 
line, it had proved a tough Lipton bap
tism. Skipper Gilliam Viviers has been sail
ing only two years, mainly on 
Hartebeestpoort Dam, and the crew's first 
ever taste of salt-water sailing was just a 
few weeks earlier in Crystic Week. When 
on the second day of the regatta, some
what bruised and battered, they inspected 
the sea conditions from the harbour wall, 
one crew member is reported to have said 
greenly: ''I'm staying on dry land. I'm not 
going out there". 

The sentiment was contagious. In fact 
everybody stayed ashore. SAS Windhoek, 
the minesweeper which was to have been 
used as the bridge boat had once again 
been unable to round Cape Point. With 
the swell building up even higher, lashing 
rain and a north-wester gusting up to 30-
knots, it would have proved impossible to 
set the "Lipton tea bags", as the red mark
er buoys for the event are now titled. 
Lipton trustee Geoff Myburgh reflected 
that it was probably the first time a race 
had been cancelled since the event was 
reinstated in 1952. Hout Bay was proving 

to be an exciting venue. 
On Tuesday when the front had· 

passed, in the pleasant sunshine shortly 
after midday the fleet was embroiled in the 
second race, two triangles, in a flukey 
south-westerly breeze. Springbok George 
Am oils, skippering the Walvis Bay entry, 
Lawrence Flack & Co, pulled into an 
early lead echoing his form earlier in the 
month when he had won the Western 
Province L-26 regatta. Craig Richards on 
D By/ was hard on his heels. And with 
coach Roy Dunster aboard substituting for 
a still sick crewman, for at least one leg 
Cape Recife probably surprised them
selves by lying third. 

But by the second triangle Dibb on 
Royal Cape and Davis on Judron were 
engaged in a tactical battle at the head of 
the fleet. Then a windshift on the final leg 
left them flat-footed, allowing Amoils to 
come through to take first place.Chris 
King on Frank G Minnitt (Zeekoevlei) and 
Malcolm Hall on Irish Mist (UCT) used the 
shift skilfully to take second and third posi
tions. 

By the start of the third race, the infa
mous Lipton rectangle, eight points sepa
rated the first six boats. The regatta was 
still wide open. It was then that Chris 
King, sailing with Rick Nankin and an oth
erwise new crew on Frank G Minnet 
began to reassert the tactical skill that had 
earned Zeekoevlei the cup for three years 
in a row until last year. 

A windshift just before the gun proved 
a set-back for a number of the fleet who 
could not lay the line, but aiming for a 
conservative start, King neatly made the 
pin, and sailed a superb race leading from 
start to finish in the often patchy condi
tions. 

The rough seas had also left an awk
ward legacy of kelp which seemed to 
affect quite a few boats, including both 
Royal Cape and Judron. Too late the 
Hout Bay defenders recognized and reme
died the problem. By then Zeekoevlei's 
lead was too great, and Judron had to be 
content with a second. From being one 
point ahead, they moved to . 7 5 of a point 
behind. It was to prove a critical margin. 

Royal Natal, after extricating them
selves skillfully from some tough tussles at 
the end of the second run, did well to take 
third place. With nice modesty Patrick 
Harris blamed his good placing partly on 
Dibb. "Well we had a good start, but 
Graham helped me a lot. Lipton is a spe
cial event, and Graham gave us a lot of 
good advice." 

That sentiment, given the highly com
petitive nature of the event, surfaced sur
prisingly often. "There's been an i3,mazing 
vibe here, the hospitality, the informality, 
and the fact that the top guys are really 
good with their advice, is quite outstand
ing", was the way one inland skipper 
expressed it. Harry Ellens of Point Yacht 
Club, whose overall fourth placing in the 
regatta somehow did not accurately reflect 
the skill and ebullience with which Point 
sailed, commented: "This is the finest 
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Lipton I have sailed in for a long time. Ifs 
been great, and very good sailing1·· 

Thursday, the penultimate day, 
undoubtedly proved the gala day of the 
regatta. In a clear blue sky the south-easter 
came through the flat Kommetjie gap 
between the mountains in fine fashion. 
After trailing in second place Davis cut 
into the lead on the· first beat of the sec
ond triangle, sailing underneath Chris 
King in an extraordinary burst of speed, 
using the windier northern leg of the 
course to sail into a compelling lead to 
take the race. 

Anxious to make up the deficit of a lost 
day, Race Officer Viv James had the sec
ond race on the go shortly after 15h00, 
and almost from the start Chris King was 
out to avenge his earller defeat. In a race 
of switching fortunes with frequent 
changes in the top positions, King held 
onto the lead until a dragging spinnaker 
debacle at the end of the second run. But 
even that, as Chris reported later, proved 
to be to Zeekoevlei's advantage. 

When an unfamiliar spinnaker was the 
first to break out on the start of the next 
run, there was puzzlement among the 
spectator boats. But a wind shift and the 
very fact that they had been held up by 
the spinnaker snafu had enabled 
Zeekoevlei to use the shift to move ahead 
on the beat, and by the windward mark 
Rick Nankin had prepared the old reserve 
spinnaker. By the end of the next wind
ward leg Zeekoevlei tacked timeously to 
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squeeze over the line just comfortably 
ahead of Judron, with D By/ narrowly on 
their heels. 

With the positions of the first race of 
the day reversed, the points position 
reverted to that of the start of the day, 
with . 7 5 of a point between the leaders, 
once again in Zeekoevlei·s favour. Further 
down the fleet a tacking error by Royal 
Natal led to a few collisions, protests and 
place changes. 

On the final Friday morning the ten
sion was tangible, but now there were just 
two boats in hot contention. Royal Cape's 
unfortunate slips had pushed them ten 
points behind the leaders, with Point a fur
ther five points behind. In the sunny placid 
calm it was difficult to know which weath
er pattern might come through, if any. 
The fleet waited. 

In the bay the seals basked flippers up 
in the sunlight. Back in Hout Bay the 
smoke f}om the fish factory drifted straight 
up. Mindful of previous waits in Table Bay, 
the Durban Defence team on Cape St 
Lucia started fishing. On the press launch 
Steve Pike of The Argus was offered a 
handline, and promptly hauled in two 
snoek, the first he had caught in his life. 

Judron 's skipper Greg Davis borrowed 
a line and soon had three snoek aboard. 
Said his father Vic Davis, out on the bay 
in his rubber duck: ·Tve been out fishing 
all morning without a single bite, Greg has 
the line for ten minutes and he ·s got three. 
He's lucky that way .. , 

Then bouncing over the sea at full 
throttle as he took me back to an appoint
ment ashore, he said: ·'No, this race won't 
start for hours, it will be ages before they 
have any wind .. , 

He was right and wrong. The race 
started about 25 minutes later. on the 
wisp of a North-West breeze. But a couple 
of legs later Race Officer Viv James was 
forced to call it off. Judron protested the 
bridge decision. They had been holding an 
extremely comfortable lead over F G 
Minnet at that stage. But their protest was 
a formality, as a perusal of the rules 
showed. 

It had been a six-act play in which after 
the fifth act, the main protagonist, the 
wind, had disappeared. A strangely frus
trating finish to a great regatta. 

But Chris King was in no doubt about 
Zeekoevlei's ·winning status: "Any place, 
any time, I am happy to match race Hout 
Bay, and we'll beat them," he said after
wards. Just where the any place is remains 
an open question. Word has it that 
Zeekoevlei might nominate waters other 
than Table Bay for the next event. Durban 
and Langebaan have both been suggested 
as alternate venues. Either would be a fine 
gesture by Zeekoevlei, and going north 
might help to swell the fleet. 

Hout Bay Yacht Club did provide a 
great regatta, everyone agreed on that. 
But the most important fact in the bay for 
the week was that the snoek were run
ning. Ask Greg Davis. J, 
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A CHAMPION IN THE MAKING 
Gold was in short supply for South African 
sportsmen and women in Southern 
Europe in August. 

But while the country's best could not 
produce a winner in Barcelona, a fresh
faced 15-year-old Johannesburg school 
boy came up with a golden performance 
in Northern Europe. 

Alon Finkelstein, a slightly-built, blond 
standard eight pupil from King David, in 
Victory Park, won the European Optimist 
Championship sailed offshore at 
Svendbors, Denmark. 

It was a magnificent effort, a dream 
win achieved in a field of 150, represent
ing more than 30 countries. 

But it was only the start, if the young 
man has his way. Taking time out in the 
school grounds one afternoon, Alon 
spoke of the past, the championships, and 
his hopes, both academically and in the 
sport he loves. 

In class, his favourite subjects are 
maths, science, and geography. And his 
aim is to study medicine. 

On the water ... well, lets start at the 
beginning. 

In terms of sailing an "Oppie" he is 
almost a veteran, being just seven when 
he was introduced to the sport. 

"Once in a while, my Dad, who sailed 
Lasers used to take me to the club (PSC), ·· 
he said. "There they had a coach, and I 
did a training course.·· 

"Dad got me a boat, and then I went 
through the usual things, Junior regattas, 
novice races, provincials and finally, 
nationals .. , 

Just five months after acquiring his 
dinghy, Alon sailed in his first national 
championships - at Midmar. 

"I've sailed in all nationals since then,•· 
he said, ·'and it will be rather nice that my 
last national event, this year will also be at 
Midmar." 

Alon has, by virtue of his age, four 
months left in the Oppie Class, which 
makes him eligible for Midmar - and for 
the Worlds in Argentina in December. 

'Tm lucky" he laughed, "my parents 
planned by birth well.·· 

The course to Denmark was quite a 
tough one, starting in March last year. 

Selection for the five man team was 
based on a points system, with the best 
results in two of the five provincial regat
tas and the nationals to count. 

Alon won in the Free State, Natal and 
Transvaal, and so did not sail the provin
cials in Cape Town and Port Elizabeth. 
When he placed third in the nationals at 
Saldanha Bay last December, his place 
was assured. 

But the trip itself was not assured 
because of the lack of funds. 

"It was always in the balance .. , he said. 
"There was no sponsorship. We had to 
generate our own funds. It was only in 
May that we were sure of going. That's 

By Dave Beattie 

when the real excitement began." 
Asked about the team, he said it wasn't 

necessarily the best in the country because 
of a desire to give the sport more expo
sure in areas other than Cape Town and 
the Transvaal. But the team did include 
two of South African yachting·s most 
prominent names - Charles, son of Rick 
Nankin, and Roger, son of Dave Hudson. 

The team left on July 23, picked up 
their new, hired boats from the factory, 
and readied themselves for the ·'off'" on 
July 27. 

Four days were set aside for racing, 
with six races and five to count. 

The tune-up race was a nightmare 
"The wind was gusting about 35, and I 
didn't finish. But I was not worried." 

Day one of racing produced calmer 
conditions - six or seven knot winds - but 
with the water still choppy. 

'·I started very badly in the first race," 
said Alon. "I was tenth last at the first 
mark, and although I picked up a bit, I fin
ished 101st out of 150. 

"Race Two was better, I concentrated 
hard, and although I was 25th at the first 
mark, I got a sixth." 

The third race was the turning point. 
"It was great for me. There was a 

massive wind switch on the first beat, and 
I got a big port lift that allowed me to be 
100 metres ahead of the field at the top 
mark. On the down wind leg, Argentinian 
Ramon Oliden caught me. I couldn't see 
the mark, and the wind died. I decided to 
do my own thing, sail my own race. Once 
again I got a port "lift" and I pipped a 
Polish chap for first place.•· 

In race four Alon made another unre
markable start, and for a long period, was 
near the bottom of the top third of the 
fleet. But his port tack paid off again as 
the wind shifted, and he came home 14th. 

Going into the fifth race, Alon was 8th 
overall. His start did not augur well. But 
once into clear air, he worked his way 
through the field to finish third and leave 
an eight point gap between himself and 
his greatest threat, Oliden. 

"I knew that if he won, I'd have to fin
ish at least third." said Alon. '·At the top 
mark, he had the edge. But that's when 
Roger Hudson helped to shield me from 
the rest. The Argentinian won. But I was 
second, and that was good enough. It was 
a wonderful feeling." 

While Alon could not take home a 
medal, or the floating trophy - they had to 
go to a European - he was not disappoint
ed. 

'·There were other nice prizes. But 
even they are not so important as just win
ning the championship.·· 

What was important, was a trophy 
given to him by King David School, 
inscribed to commemorate his feat. 

"That was really something.·· he said. 
And where to now? 

"Well, I'd like to sail a two-man dinghy, 
a Laser perhaps, or the J 22. Overseas, 
the Optimist sailors are trying their hands 
on the Europe dinghy. It's like a small 
Finn. A pity we can·t import them. I'd like 
to sail them." 

But he is not through with the Optimist 
just yet. He is almost certain to go to the 
Worlds in Argentina in December - and 
more than anything he wants his 
Springbok colours. J, 
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