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Fifth Time Lucky 
The Joko Lipton Cup was 
won by Hout Bay Yacht 
Club 's Judron on their 
fifth attempt. 

Lynnath Beckley reports. 

FOR the first time since the inaugural 
contest in 1911 between the eight metre 
boats Pa1ricia and Tess. Hout Bay Yacht 
Club has succeeded in winning the large 
silver-gilt Lipton Cup presented by Sir 
Thomas Lipton to encourage yacht racing 
as a sport in South Africa . The H BYC 
entry Judron was skippered by Greg Davis 
and superbly crewed by Joe de Kock , 
Michael Davis, Peter Hall and Duncan 
McKechnie. 

This year's Lipton Cup regatta, sai led in 
Table Bay on 26-30 August, attracted 
entries from 22 clubs. Half the entries were 
from the Western Cape, three from Trans
vaal, four from Natal and four from other 
parts of the Cape. Defending champions 
Zeekoe Vlei Yacht Club, with a hat-trick of 
victories behind them, hosted the event 
from Royal Cape Yacht Club. 

Race I. Rectangle 

The start of the first race was delayed by a 
distinct lack of wind in Table Bay. The gun 
eventually went at 3 pm when a gentle I O 
knot south-westerly breeze filled in , but 
there was a genera l recall as about ten over
eager skippers were across the line. The 
seco nd start was quite smooth with Irish 
Mis/ (UCTYC), Pon Owen Challenger 
(RCYC) and D By / & Co (FBYC) at the 
favoured pin end of the line. Hout Bay 
entry Judron got squeezed out and had to 
tack away while the rest of the fleet headed 
towards the mo untain. 

The fleet sailed the rectangular course as 
specified by the deed of gift and first 
around the weather mark was Pon Owen 
Challenger skippered by Dave Hudson 
followed by Irish Mis1 skippered by Greg 
Hall, D By / & Co skippered by Jan Reuvers 
and Craig Richards and Orsmond Aerial 
(Henley Mid mar) skippered by Graham 
Dibb. By the second mark over near Mouille 
Point the order was much the same with 
defending champions Zeekoe Vlei Yacht 
Club up into fifth place . The fleet made a 
colourful spectacle on the long run down 
past the harbour entrance towards Mil
nerton. 

During the next beat RCYC kept their 
lead followed by UCTYC, but Henley 
M idmar moved up to overtake FBYC with 
ZVYC still in fifth position. Major place 
changes did, however, occur further back 
in the fleet at the end of the run. As the 
wind got lighter near Granger Bay some of 
the fleet gybed away and gained positions 
by being further out into Table Bay. At the 
end of a slow final beat Port Owen Chal
lenger was well ahead, followed by Irish 
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The winning team, frc:>m right to left: Joseph de Kock, Michael Davis, Peter du Toil 
(manager), Greg Davis, Peter Hall and Duncan McKechnie (back row). 

Mis1 with D By / & Co regaining third spot 
by playing the mountain side of the course. 
They were followed home by MM I Mazda 
(Point Yacht Club) with Judron coming 
back from tenth to finish fifth . 

Race 2. Equilateral triangle 

Monday provided another frustrating day 
of light airs for the Lipton fleet and bridge. 
The race was started down at M ilnerton at 
11 h30 in a light south-easterly breeze, but 
when it swi tched to westerly race officer 
Bobby Bongers signalled an abandonment. 
T he course was reset as the deed of gift 
equilateral triangle and Judron led around 
the first mark followed by Orsmond Aerial. 

Spinnakers filled briefly on the leg down 
towards the harbour, but by the time the 
fleet got to the leeward mark in the middle 
of Table Bay the wind had dropped to 
almost nothing. After flopping around for 
nearly an hour the leading boats eventually 
made the next mark with Judron maintain
ing first place. D By/ & Co moved up from 
twelfth to second and Siems of De Beers 
Yacht Club came up into third place. 

A light easterly then filled in which 
strengthened near the harbour and the 
boats had a reasonable beat and then a 
pleasant spinnaker reach to the finishing 
line as the sun set. Judron got the gun 
followed by D By / & Co. Siems. and 
MS&A S1ainless. 

Race 3. Leeward/windward sausage 

After two days of frustrating, fickle winds 
the 22 competitors were rewarded with a 
good 18 knot north-westerly breeze in 
Table Bay for the third race . The race 
officer set t.he windward / leeward sausage 
course and in the teady breeze racing was 
close throughout the day. Victoria Lake 
Yacht Club's Co-ordina1ion skippered by 
Robbie Willcox was first around the weather 
mark, closely followed by defending cham-

pions ZVYC and RCYC. Orsmond Aerial 
moved up into third place on the run back 
towards the harbour and there were several 
other place changes as the fleet sailed 
downwind under their well-filled spinnakers. 
The second beat also saw some place 
changes with Pon Owen Challenger moving 
back up to fourth place behind the front 
runners. On the final run MS&A S1ain/ess 
took the lead from Co-ordina1ion and in 
an extremely close beat up to the finish 
managed to hold on to win the third race 
by a few seconds from the Transvaal boat. 
Pon Owen Challenger was third , followed 
by Judron. 

Race 4. Olympic triangle 

Race four eventually got under way at 
13hl5 in cold and rainy weather after an 
earlier start was abandoned due to shifting 
wind conditions. Racing an Olympic triangle 
over a choppy sea with a 12-15 knot 
westerly wind Orsmond Aerial wasfirst 
around the weather mark, followed by 
Siems and Judron. On the reach Judron 
moved up into second position to challenge 
Orsmond Aerial and they took the lead on 
the second beat. After gybing round the 
weather mark Judron ran into trouble with 
the approaching Pon Owen Challenger 
and the ensuing protest attempt caused 
long deliberations over two evenings for 
the protest commi ttee. Orsmond Aerial 
regained the lead , but Judron fought back 
to be first across the finishing line closely 
followed by the Henley M idmar team and 
defending champion MS&A S1ainless. MM I 
Mazda, skippered by Martin Payne, came 
in fourth with Royal Natal's entry skippered 
by Patrick Harris and Neil Tocknell in fifth 
place. 

Race 5. Olympic triangle 

The wind was 15-20 knots westerly for the 
fifth race and after two general recalls the 
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fleet got away to a clean start at 11 h20. 
Judron led up the first beat of the Olympic 
course to be first around the weather mark, 
followed by MS&A S1ainless and D By / & 
Co. Positions changed a bit on the reaches 
and the sa usage with Porl Owen Challenger 
moving up to third place and Langebaan 
Yacht Club's S1urrock Shipping skippered 
by Doug Alison gaini ng fourth place. On 
the beat of the fina l triangle MS&A S1ainless 
took the lead from Judron when the Hout 
Bay boat got a knot in their genoa sheet 
and the Zeekoe Vlei team went through to 
win by 42 seconds. Pon Owen Challenger 
finished next, followed by Sturrock Shipping 
and D By/ & Co. 

Race 6. Olympic triangle 
After a general reca ll , the fi nal race got 
under way in a light north-westerly. T here 
was a bit of a me lee at the pin end of the line 
with both the F BYC and RCYC entries 
forced into the mark and doing 720's as the 
fleet sailed away. T ransvaal's Co-ordinal ion 
led up the first beat, closely followed by 
MS&A Stainless, Judron and Kaap Si 
Lucia. Porl Owen Challenger. despite her 
poor start, sai led in clear wind up the 
starboard side of the course and ro unded 
in fifth position. 

At the end of the reaching legs Co
ordination was holding on to her lead by 
just half a boat length , but up the next beat 
MS&A S1ainless a nd Judron passed them 
to go into a lead which they exte nded on 
the run down towards M ilnerton. During 
the beat of the fi nal triangle there was a 
marked windshift to the south-west, upset
ting the course somewhat a nd causing 
quite a few place changes further down the 
fleet. MS&A Stainless went round the 
weather mark 15 seconds ahead of Judron 
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Defenders ZVYC congratulate winners 
Hout Bay YC with a steely handshake. 

and set her spinnaker. In the tight reaching 
conditions Judron elected to proceed under 
genoa instead and their decision paid off 
handsomely as they found themselves 15 
seconds ahead of MS&A Stainless and a 
minute and a half a head of Co-ordination 
at the wing mark . After rounding the 
leeward mark both Judron and MS&A 
S1ain/ess tacked onto starboard as the 
committee boat had rese t the wind ward leg 
to the finishing line. Judron got the winner's 
gun and Co-ordination managed to sneak 
into second place at the committee boat 
end of the line ahead of MS&A S1ain/ess. 

So overall Hout Bay Yacht Club's Judron, 
with a superb display of consistent sailing 
throughout the week (three firsts, two 
fifths and a second), won the 1991 Joko 
Lipton Cup Challenge. Second were Zeekoe 
Vlei Yacht Club's MS&A S1ainless with 
False Bay's D. By / & Co and Henley-Mid
mar's Orsmond Aerial tied for third place. 

~ 
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Lipton Cup 

Winning Perspective 
The J udron afterguard 
talk to Neil Rusch 
You have made five assaults on the Lipton 
Cup and on two occasions were the runners
up. Was your approach different this year. 

Greg Davis: This was our fifth . Joseph (de 
Kock) steered two and I steered the last 
two plus this year. Before that l did the 
tactics for Joe and Peter (Hall) trimmed. 
Now we've changed with me steering, Peter 
on tactics and Joe trimming. 

In what other way was the approach this 
year different? 

Peter Hall: Less sailing time and more 
work on our sails. 

Joseph de Kock: Our most important job 
was looking after Greg's mind (laughs). On 
Judron we don't have individual approaches. 
Everything is in a way supportive of Greg's 
lead . 

Greg: Boat speed this year was very impor
tant. Last year we tried something different 
with the mainsail at the last minute and it 
did not work. We learnt our mistake 
during the regatta. This year we were more 
assured in our approach, no last minute 

Joseph: Our attention was focused on the 
rig this year. 

Peter: Yes, and we used the WP champion
ships as our learning regatta, trying every
thing we had . Not like last year where we 
were experimenting during Lipton itself. 

What exactly did you do to the rig? 

Peter: Most boats were sailed with back
rake. l don't think people realized, but we 
set our mast not with forward rake so 
much as upright. We paced against some of 
the other boats and felt very confident with 
the mast position. 

Joseph: We did not really pace all that 
much - about three days. The one day it 
wasn't pacing. Dave Hudson had so much 
speed on us that he sailed circles around us. 
After that we went out only once against 
SX S1ain/ess Steel and S1urrock . The other 
times we went out were really to evaluate 
sails as they came out of the loft. 

Didn't it give you a scare when Dave 
Hudson sailed through you? 

(Everyone laughs)Joseph: Ja, that was 
quite worrying. 

Peter: l just heard the other guys on our 
boat cursing under their breath. 

Greg: l was not as worried . On that day we 
were using someone else's sail and the mast 
was set up very straight without any pre
bend , so the fullness was all sitting at the 
mast. Dave was using our mainsail from 
the year before and that sail we knew went 
very well in light airs and was very flat up 
front. What I am saying is we had a good 
idea why he had the added speed. 

Was that incident the catalyst in changing 
your rig? 

Greg: It prompted it. 

How much time did you spend in the 
work-up? 

Greg: We definitely put in less time training. 
There was no time wasted on crew training. 
We've done that, and so the time we spent 
sailing was quality time. After all the years 
crew work falls into place and our time is 
now devoted to getting the boat going fast . 

It is interesting the change in roles on 
Judron. Was that an attempt to come up 
with the right crew formula? 

Joseph: After two years at helming I 
realized I wasn't enjoying it at all. One day 
l said, 'l never want to helm this thing 
again.' Greg then said he would like to give 
it a try. Anyway in those early years it was 
all new to me and anything l was learning 
about helming at that level was coming 
from Greg anyway. 

Greg: The next year we were not conserva
tive - three firsts and then nothing at all 
(laughs). The point was we did not have the 
speed for a conservative approach, but this 
year we were much more conservative. 

"There's no doubt 
about it - we've 

become more 
conservative." 

Joseph: Over the last three years we've 
become really conservative. 

Greg: I think we've also got a lot more 
confidence. Sometimes Joe is not all that 
confident (laughs). I can say that this year I 
felt confident. 

Who did you view as your major competi
tion before the regatta? 

Joseph: MS&A S1ainless. 

Greg: And Dave Hudson (Por/ Owen 
Challenger). 

Peter: I thought Orsmond Aerial was a 
boat to watch. In the WP championships 
they were fast. 

Greg: I always though Robbie Willcox 
(Co-ordination) could have been a threat. 
He had been training in the Transvaal and 
was an unknown. 

Did the start of the first race change your 
impressions? 

Joseph: Yes, it really did. Who goes fast 
f~om the first start makes a marked impres
s1.on. I.n that respect, from our point of 
view, 1t was reassuring to see that Rick 22 
Nankin and Chris King(MS&A Stainless) llii.. 
were not up in the first race. ,. 

From the archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
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Greg: During the first race we had to clear 
some plastic from our rudder. We don't 
know when we picked it up. We also did 
not have a good start, getting pushed out to 
the wrong side of the course. We got 
covered during the time we removed the 
plastic. There were a couple of shifts and it 
looked like it was going our way but it was 
very bad for Rick and Chris. 

The first two races were interesting be
cause MS&A Stainless Steellost out in the 
first race and then got lucky in the second. 
They were out of it and then got a hand-out 
when the wind went light and they pulled 
up to fourth. Dave Hudson on the other 
hand did well in the first and bombed out 
in the second. This let in Craig Richards 
and Jan Reuvers (D By/ & Co). 

Joseph: They wouldn't have been in the 
regatta if the up and down results of Rick 
(MS&A Stainless) and Dave (Port Owen 
Challenger) hadn't occurred. They were 
never on the pace and really had it very 
lucky because the other two had mixed 
results in the first two races. 

Greg: The team which came off worst in 
those first two races was Orsmond Aerial. 

J oseph: After those first two races they 
looked to be one of the fastest boats. I feel 
they were the only boat matching us on 
speed, in the light wind anyway. 

Which was the most satisfying of all the 
races for you? 

Joseph: For me it was the second race- the 
light weather race. It was really long and 
there were tough decisions to make. It was 
really tense and at one stage we looked as if 
we were way out of it after being miles 
ahead . After all that getting a first was 
most satisfying. Without being nasty, it 
was also very satisfying to see Hudson 
finish in 14th place. I really enjoyed the 
sunset (laughter). 

Were you feeling comfortable after the first 
two? 

Peter: The only worry was Stainless, but 
then having sailed Lipton Cup so many 
times one gets to realize that anyone can 
come back . I don't think we had written 
anybody off at that stage. 

Joseph: The only boat worrying us was 
Stainless. Craig Richards and Graham Dibb 
we knew would never be there. 

Peter: I felt we had to still count Orsmond 
Aerial(Graham Dibb) . They had two very 
unlucky races and after that were still very 
fast. Certainly we had to count them in . 

For you which was the worst race of the 
regatta? 

Greg: The next race we won. The race were 
we had the incident. 

Joko Lipton 

Royal Cape Yacht Club 

Hout Bay Y/ C 058 
Judron G Davis 
Zeekoevlei VI C 019 
MS&A Stainless C King/ R Nankin 
Henley Midmar VI C 079 
Orsmond Aerial G Dibb 
False Bay Y/ C 070 
D By/& Co Reuversl Richards 
Royal Cape Y I C 024 
Port Owen Challenger D Hudson 
Victoria Lake Y IC 074 
Co-ordination R Willcox 
Point Yacht Club 037 
MM/ Mazda MPayne 
Langebaan Y/ C 030 
Sturrock Shipping D Alison 
DSC Natal 053 
Kaap St Lucia De Vlieg/ leibrandt 
Transvaal VI C 036 
Hills Carsales Wiederhold/ Thompson 
Royal Natal Y I C 027 
Royal Natal Harris/T ocknell 
U Cape Town Y/ C 025 
Irish Mist G Hall 
De Beers VI C 042 
Sterns R Holloway 
DSC Boland 038 
Port Owen Pacer A Kramer 
Herman us Y I C 066 
Afromar J Waller 
Walvis Bay Y/ C 060 
Cape Galvanising M Schultz 
Vogelvlei Y I C 064 
Elation J Provoyeur 
East London Y/ C 046 
Elmarie D Hart 
DSC Simonstown 052 
Active Sail Training R Lock 
Zwartkops Y/C 078 
Southern Charter FS D Forbes 
H Holland B/ S/ C 041 
Alcyone B Kemlo 
DSC N/Transvaal 050 
Cape Receife T Steyn 

Peter: It wasn't the race itself. It was the 
sitting in the protest room afterwards. 
Waiting for decisions and then the re
opening of the incident the next day. 

Joseph: Those were the two most miser
able evenings of my life. 

This must have been traumatic at a personal 
level for you too Greg? 

At the time it was really tense and 
terrible. What makes it worse is that it all 
becomes bar talk and opinions were ex
pressed by people who did not see the 
incident. That's what made me tense; not 
the actual decision of the judge. 

How do you work together? Who calls the 
shots? 

Peter: Greg is concentrating on steering the 
boat a nd he relies on us to feed him 
information. His is the final decision. He 
sails a lot by gut feel and that is a major 
factor as to when we decide to tack and 
where we decide to go. 

Cup Results 
Race Race Race Race Race Race Result 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

5 1 5 1 2 1 1 
18 23 18 23 21 .25 23 126.25 
13 4 1 3 1 3 2 
10 19 23 20 23 20 115 
8 7 3 2 13 5 3 
15 16 20 21 .25 10 18 100.25 
3 2 8 7 5 13 3 
20 21 .25 15 16 18 10 100.25 
1 14 4 10 3 9 5 

23 9 19 13 20 14 98 
9 10 2 8 7 12 6 
14 13 21 .25 15 16 17 96.25 
4 8 9 4 10 10 7 
19 15 14 19 13 13 93 
7 13 6 9 4 15 8 
16 10 17 14 19 8 84 
6 5 11 14 14 8 9 
17 18 12 9 9 15 80 
11 9 10 11 11 7 10 
12 14 13 12 12 16 79 
20 16 7 5 8 6 11 
3 7 16 18 15 17 76 
2 DSQ DSQ 6 6 4 12 

21 .25 0 0 17 17 19 74.25 
12 3 PMS 12 12 12 13 
11 20 0 11 11 11 64 
10 11 PMS 13 9 11 14 
13 12 0 10 14 12 61 
14 6 13 15 19 14 15 
9 17 10 8 4 9 57 
19 12 16 19 16 19 16 
4 11 7 4 7 4 37 
18 17 12 21 17 17 17 
5 6 11 2 6 6 36 
17 19 14 20 18 16 18 
6 4 9 3 5 7 34 
16 18 15 DNC 15 21 19 
7 5 8 0 8 2 30 
15 DSQ 17 17 20 118 20 
8 0 6 6 3 1 24 

DSQ 15 19 16 22 22 21 
0 

21 
2 

8 4 7 1 1 21 
20 18 18 21 20 22 
3 5 5 2 3 20 

Greg: This regatta was very much like that 
because it was a sloppy regatta in terms of 
water conditions. In flat water one can 
steer and also look around, but in the slop 
with not too much wind one could not 
afford to hit a bad wave. 

After all the years sailing with Joe I !}ave 
got to the stage where I don't even \YOrry 
about what is happening to the genoa. 

Joseph: Neither do I (laughs) . !just know if 
the boat is not going well. We don't work 
with numbers. So long as we feel right and 
we are going well against the opposition. 
That's how we trim our sails. 

Joseph: Viewing other boats it always 
seems to me that they look the same -
always set up the same, particularly the 
genoa. On our boat the genoa is always 24 
different. We don't have numbers like ~ 
other people or marks on sheets. ,.. 

P~~~H~L 
~ (021) 96-2447 - (021) 438-7330 

CHOSEN BY PEOPLE WHO WANT EXCELLENCE 
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Slim, aerodynamic, lightweight, 
durable (UV shielded white ABS 
plastic) , omnidirectional with 
built-in pre-amp offering superb 
TV /STEREO reception with 
pleasing aesthetic appeal. 
NOW AVAILABLE 

PROTON MARINE 
MARINE ELECTRONICS 

TEL (021) 419-1278/8309. 
FAX (021 I 25-2222 
PO BOX 7361 ROGGEBAAI 8012 

JOHANESBURG 
TEL: (011) 403-4688 

DURBAN 
TEL: (031) 360-7911 

CAPE TOWN 
TEL: (021) 419-5314 

PORT ELIZABETH 
TEL: (04 l) 55 -1797 

EAST LONDON 
TEL: (0431) 26651 

PRETORIA 
TEL: (0 12) 341 -3475/ 6 
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22 Peter: Our genoa was a different sail to 
..illlll anyone else's and as a result I feel we were 
"111111 quicker at changing gears than most other 

boats. With the cunningham system I was 
able to play the sail over each wave - up and 
over the wave. 

Greg: The cunningham was actually a lso 
changing the leach at the same time, so we 
did not have to play the car all the time. 
With the cunningham set-up on Judron, as 
we reached the top of a swell Pete pulled 
the cunningham, the fullness went forward 
and the leach opened. We didn't have to 
play the barber-hauler all the time like we 
used to. 

Joseph: Our genoa was a lot lighter which 
helps tremendously in the light breeze. 

When you say it was lighter how was that 
achieved? 

Joseph: It had half the number of panels. 
Our genoa has ten panels whereas most 
others are built using a bout 50 panels. 

Was that a specific requirement? 

Greg: Yes. (silence) I don't know whether 
we should talk here about our wire luff 
(laughter). Our genoa moved up and down 
on a luff wire. We used the tack eye as the 
cunningham because the sail was moving 
up and down the wire. In each case we 
could use the same sett ing for our genoa 
halliard and play the sail up and down, 
whereas normally the halliard has to be 
adjusted for more power and scalloping 
develops between hanks. 

From what you have said it would appear 
that the genoa was the right sail for the 
conditions? 
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STAINLESS STEEL 
FASTENINGS 

2 BERMUDA STREET 
PAARDEN EILAND 7405 
P 0 BOX 2531 
CAPE TOWN 8000 
TEL: (021) 511 -5540/ 5498/ 9294 
FAX: (021) 511-9294 

Lipton Cup 

The Royal Cape Yacht Club entry sponsored by Port Owen and skippered by Dave Hudson. 

Joseph: Yes, one noticed it. When the wind 
got up SX Stainless Steel became potent. 
When it fell lighter we had an edge on 
everybody. In the light slop it worked 
extremely well. 

That raises the question of whether you 
w'ould have coped with more wind? 

Peter: I felt Stainless was slightly faster 
when the breeze was up in the third race, 
which in fact they won. 

Greg: I think we were not setting up 
properly in a breeze. I reckon we needed to 
make one or two adjustments. Instead of 
using the tack eye for the cunningham we 
should have used the cunningham eye 
itself. I think the fullness was going just a 
bit too far back. I could actually feel it in 
the helm. 

Joseph: More breeze would not have caused 
us any problem. 

"The last thing we 
wanted to do was get 
into trouble winning 
the last race." 

You won the last race when all you needed 
was an eighth. Why did you not take it 
easy? 

(Laughter) Joseph: It was the last thing in 
the world we wanted to do - get into 
trouble trying to win the final race. 

Peter: It was never our intention to win. In 
fact we wanted to keep far eno ugh away 
from Stainless to avoid trouble. 

Greg: At one point we let the kite flap to let 
them get ahead . 

Why then did you finish first? 

Greg: They made the same mistake we had 
made two days earlier. They set the kite too 
tight and fell down to leeward . Off wind we 
were fast. Throughout the regatta we had 
plenty of offwind speed. 

What will it be like sailing Lipton Cup in 
Hout Bay? 

Greg: (Laughter) Who knows? 

Photograph: Rob Ronald-Retrot 

Peter The change is good . Any change 
would have been good. 

Joseph: Table Bay was getting boring. 
Everyone knows which way to go. 

Greg you have won the Finn nationals, 
Rothmans Week, Delta Week and now 
Lipton. How do you intend sustaining this 
intensity through to July/ August 1992? 

Greg: I work on the principle of taking one 
regatta at a time. The Olympics are coming 
up, but who knows what will happen yet? I 
would like to do the 1992 Olympics on a 
Soling, but in the meanwhile keep on 
sailing my Finn. In 19961 will definitely be 
too old to sail Finns so I'm keen to get into 
Solings and with Geoffrey (Meek) I think 
we could put together a good campaign. 

Peter you are concentrating on the Finn. 
What are your plans? 

Peter: I' ll do the Finn selection regatta 
because we have the Finn Gold Cup in 
Cadiz, Spain next May. I will also sail the 
Beachcomber on AMC Classic. I would 
like to give the Olympic selections a bash if 
it all comes off. 

Joseph: The Olympics aren't everything. 
I'm building a Fireball. There are many 
exciting things to do on an international 
boat. I'm putting all my money and effort 
into the Fireball. 

The other ambition is the J22 selection 
series for the worlds. I would really like to 
do that. 

Greg: It would be nice to have a go at the 
J24 worlds. If the Olympics don't work out 
we will look at the J24 possibility. 

I'm also seriously working on a BOC 
campaign, which is where I really see our 
future going. Joe is also looking at the 
BOC. 

Joseph: I would love to meet someone who 
says, "Here's the money for a fifty footer. 
Go and do the BOC." 

Your final thoughts on the Lipton Cup? 

Greg: I would love to see someone put up 
the boats so that school kids from each of 
the provinces could enter the event . Each 
year we see the same faces . There are no 
new people coming into it. I think it would 
be a good thing to get the youngsters 
involved. ;:J:; 
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The Optimist team 
narrowly missed the 
chance to contest the 
world championships, but 
they have not been 
inactive. Hans Thijsse 
reports. 

TH IS year's Optimist team, generously 
spo nsored by Active Sailtraining, got very 
close to becoming the first team si nce 1982 
to sail in the World Championship. T he 
agreement with !ODA (International Opti
mist Dinghy Association) was that lifting 
of the Olympic ban by the end of June 
would automatically clear our way to this 
40-country, 200-boat event, the biggest 
and most widespread international yachting 
championship anywhere. 

Unfortunately the ban was only lifted on 
9 July, two days before the start of the 
regatta, which did not leave sufficient time 
to facilitate our entry. Participation in the 
backup event, the US Nationals, had been 
set up previously and the switch was made 
quickly. This also meant that the famous 
under-13 scheme could be implemented, in 
which the first skipper in the selection who 
is under 13 yea rs old at the nationals is 
invited to join the officially selected team, 
thus increasing the number from five to 
six. 

Active Sailtraining 
backed these boys who 
will be called on to win 
our Olympic medals, if 
not in 1996 then 
certainly in 2000. 

The skippers who left for Miami were 
therefore Greg Baker and Grant Hagedorn 
Hansen of EP and Capetonians Stephen 
Cloete, Charles Nankin, Roger Hudson 
and Bruce Keen, with Hans Thijsse as team 
leader. 

After spending a few days in the Orlando 
area, where tourist attractions such as 
Walt Disney World, EPCOT, Disney MGM 
Studios, Kennedy Space Centre and Wet 
and Wild were vis ited, the team arrived at 
the Coral Reef Yacht Club in Miami's 
Coco nut Grove suburb on 31 July. 

Our reception at CRYC was nothing 
short of fantastic. Our chartered boats 
were wa iting for us, about one year old, but 
completely overhauled and polished like 
new. Just the rudders and centreboards 
(blades) needed some water paper. The 
organisers also put a rubber dinghy at our 
disposal, which was refueled daily without 
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Charles Nankln Stephen Cloete 

Roger Hudson Greg Barker 
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Bruce Keen Grant Hagedorn-Hansen 

25 

From the archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za




