
'86 LIPTON CUP 

The victory celebrations begin. 

ETIENNE TAKES THE CUYCK 
BY RICHARD CROCKETT 

The Lipton Challenge Cup of 1986 will be 
remembered for the fantastic sportsmanship 
and close racing throughout all four races. 

Had Sir Thomas been around during the 
event, he would surely have been proud of 
each and every competitor, which is why he 
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wrote into the deed of gift covering the 
challenge ... "the sailing committee shall keep 
in view the ordinary customs of the sea, and 
discourage all attempts to win a race by other 
means than fair sailing and superior speed and 
skill." 

The racing was clean with not one single 
protest being recorded, and at the end of the 
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day it was most certainly "superior speed and 
skill" that won the coveted Lipton Cup. 

It is now history that the Royal Cape Yacht 
Club won the event, and the man who did it 
was Etienne van Cuyk and his crew. Etienne 
has come so close to taking the title on the two 
previous occasions, that perhaps it was fitting 
that he won this time. His win was not an easy 
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one, but a popular one as he has dominated 
this event and the L 26 class for a while. He 
made a concerted effect to win, and moulded a 
very cohesive team which, who at the end of 
the day, "put it all together" when others could 
not. 

The final race was to be the decider as any 
one of six boats could have won overall, but it 
was the Royal Cape Yacht Club team which 
romped home without any serious challengers. 

With no discards being allowed this year, 
there was no room for tactical mistakes or 
disqualification. One bad race could have spelt 
disaster, yet each one of the top five going into 
.that final race had one bad one to his credit. 

Etienne van Cuyk and Terry Clarence both 
counted an 11th, Graham Dibb a 9th, Rick 
Nankin and Iain Park-Ross a 10th and Bruce 
Savage the defending champion an 8th. 

the end of each days racing. But, consistent 
sailing is what competitive yachting is all about, 
and this is where they failed in the final two 
races. 

Bruce Savage last years winner, and the 
winner of the Crystic Ocean Challen~ie in 
convincing style, could just not get things right 
during this week. He had the boatspeed, but 
often went 1n the wrong direction. The same 
could be said for many others, but the surprise 
of the regatta was certainly the Henley Midmar 
combination of Terry Clarence and Harry 
Ellens. They won the first race convincingly, 
came very close to winning the second, only 
being beaten on the final beat, and led overall at 

This was the deciding race, with any one of 
six boats being able to win the regatta overall, 
with the HMYC having to finish in the top three 
to win overall. The other five clubs all had to 
win this race. 

The day dawned windless, and by the official 
starting time the fleet had not even left moor
ings as there was absolutely no sign of any 
wind. 
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Tbe Henley Midmar Yacbt Club leading tbe fleet. 

These windless conditions so late in the day The RCYC rounded the weather mark first, 
prompted many to almost call it a day and with the Island SC not far behind. From here 
begin the post regatta celebrations believing on, all Etienne van Cuyk had to do was keep 
that the overnight results would stand. his cool, and the elusive Lipton Challenge Cup 

There was however one exception to this was his. 
attitude, and this is where a competent team This he did, and increased his lead so 
manager can help to win the Lipton Cup. convincingly, and with such ease, that he left 

JJ Provoyeur was the manager of the Royal the fleet far behind in his wake to fight for the 
Cape Y C team, and despite the lack of wind minor placings. 
and the very real chance of there being no race, The racing for these minor placings was 
he took his team out early to get used to the tough, and going into the final beat six boats 
conditions and find out what the current, if any, rounded the leeward mark a boat length apart. 
was doing. This was the difference In the middle of this fray was the HMYC boat 
between winning and loosing, and the Royal that only had to finish third to win, but this was 
Cape boat led from start to finish. In fact, the not to be as each team worked to finish as high 
race was over and the championship secured as possible, and none was going to give 
at the first mark. anything away. 

The wind finally filled in and after three In some ways for the spectators the final was 
general recalls the fleet got away to a good an anticlimax as Etienne van Cuyk just walked 
start. away with the race, and was just not challeng-

The 7.VYC and UNYC took long legs into ed. This was in complete contrast to the final 
the beach, while most of the fleet soon took the race of the previous year, yet, the victory was 
seaward leg. The RCYC and HMYC boats well deserved even if spectators were not 
were close together with the RCYC just to treated to the spectacle they had hoped for. 
windward. The race officer, Professor "Wog" Hawkes-

The inshore leg looked very good initially, worth, set perfect courses for every race, and 
but then a wind shift favoured the boats at sea. handled the bridge like a true professional 

showing yet again that he is undoubtedly the 
best race officer in the country. Without the 
competence of the Royal Natal Yacht Club 
rescue team and mark layers, the courses may 
not have been as good. Congratulations to all, 
as every competitor appreciates a good course. 

Besides having superb racing on the water, 
the competitors were royally hosted at the new 
Royal Natal Yacht Club premises on the yacht 
mole. They now occupy the premises where 
the Seahaven restaurant used to be, and 
happy hour where the video of the days racing 
was shown each night was an evening not to be 
missed. No-one escaped the ribald comments 
when a bad hoist, gybe or even a wrap was 
performed and captured on video for all to see. 
The comments were even better towards the 
end of happy hour when all the free beer had 
been consumed, and everyone had begun to 
relax. 

The cost of competing for the Lipton Cup is 
astronomical, and it was encouraging to see 
how many clubs had sponsors to assist in their 
challenge, and how many diverse companies 
were prepared to sponsor yachts in the country's 
top interclub event. 

At the managers wrap-up meeting a number 
of changes were discussed, which still have to 
be finalised, but there were many ideas on 
courses and discards. 

Many feel that the Olympic course has been 
tried, tested and proven over many years, and 
that all races should be over those courses. On 
the other hand, the Lipton Challenge Cup is a 
unique event, and its strange courses certainly 
test everyone to the limit, as does the fact that 
there are no discards. No doubt the people 
who make the decisions regarding next years 
event will remember that Sir Thomas Lipton 
presented the Lipton Challenge Cup to South 
African Yachting for the purpose of: 
" ... encouraging yachting in South Africa, and 
especially in the way of friendly contests in 
sailing and seamanship in deep-sea yacht 
racing ... " 

This year all of the above was true, and lets 
hope it stays that way. • 

LIYfON CHALLENGE CUP 1986 
13-19 JULY 1986 

1 2 3 5 Total 
1. E. van Cuyck (RCYC) 11 1 5 1 80 

Omega Heat-Wave 
2. G. Dibb (ISC) 9 7 2 2 76.5 

Orsmond Aerial 
3. T. Clarence (HMYC) 1 2 11 8 75,25 

Electron 
4. R. Nankin (lYC) 10 6 1 5 75 

Galactica 
5. B. Savage (UNYC) 8 3 6 6 73 

Joko 1 
6. I. Park-Ross (RYC) 4 10 3 7 72 

Red Robin 
7. P. Hishin (YYC) 2 4 19 11 60.25 

Band G 
8. S. Ord (AEOL) 3 12 9 16 56 

Co-Ordination 
8. P. Thompson (DAC) 15 11 4 10 56 

Philanderer 
8. H. Karolius (DSC) 7 8 10 15 56 

Rote Hexe 
11. D. Hibberd (UNSC) 6 15 7 13 55 

Retractaline 
12. T. Amoils (UN WITS) 5 9 18 12 52 

Elle Et Moi 
13. J. Sully (RNYC) 16 13 8 9 50 

Middleburg Steel 
14. R. Willcox (VLC) 12 DNF 15 4 42 

Germiston 100 
15. C. Bradley (PSC) 14 20 20 3 39 

El Toro 
16. N. Sharples (ABYC) 17 5 DNF 14 37 

Reflections 
17. B. Stevens (PNYC) 13 18 12 DNC 29 

Sp. of Quaterdeck 
18. D. Moffatt (ZL YC) 20 16 17 17 26 

Streetcar 
19. J. Archer (LDYC) 21 19 13 20 23 

Little Reef 
19. B. Gray (DSC) 19 17 16 21 23 

Kaap St Lucia 
21. D. Heath (DSC) 18 DNF 14 19 22 

Swimline 
22. I. Gibbons (BSC} 22 21 21 18 14 

.Bloody Ell 
23. J. Bergwerff (VCA) 23 14 22 DNC 13 

Elle's Bells 

The winning RCYC team. 


