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ELEMENT 
W HO WOULD ever have 

believed that a bunch of young 
university students, who were 

hardly experienced in keelboat sailing, 
could borrow a keelboat to challenge the 
best that South African yachting has to 
offer, and then have the audacity to beat 
them all with such cool confidence, and 
competence, that almost every one of 
Durban's yachtsmen found some excuse 
not to be at work on Friday, July 19, as they 
had to witness for themselves what was 
labelled by some as "SA's biggest yachting 
upset"? 

I do not believe for one moment that 
skipper, Bruce Savage, or any of his crew 
had any inkling that they would win, but 
were purely sailing to give it a jolly good go. 

The Yacht was oozing talent and dinghy 
experience, but nowhere was there to be 
found much keelboat experience. 

Maybe the L26 is the overgrown dinghy it 
is reputed to be, and maybe it has taken this 
UNYC crew to prove it to us? 

Spurred on by his win earlier this year in 
the Sprog nationals, his second in the Laser 
nationals, his team's win in the Laser section 
of the intervarsity regatta, and his selection 
for the Protea yachting team, Bruce Savage 
just appeared to get better with every race. 
His success in the Crystic Ocean Challenge 

OF SURPRISE 
By Richard Crockett 

prompted me to refer to them in the August 
issue of SAILING as 'the surprise of the 
regatta', and later make the point: "One 
wonders how Bruce Savage and his crew 
might have done had they had more 
experience sailing Ls?" 

This question was very simply answered 
the following week. 

They won. 
What of the others who were tipped as 

favourites for this event? It has always been 
said, and how true this saying is, 
consistency wins regattas. Savage and his 
team sailed consistently well. The favourites 
all made one big mistake which proved to be 
costly. 

Graham Dibb had a sixth in the first race, 
and a PMS in Race 4. Ewald Sternagel had a 
tenth in Race 2. Robbie Willcox a ninth in 
Race 3, and so the list goes on ... 

Consistency finally paid off as no-one 
could afford a bad placing in any of the first 
three compulsory races on strange courses 
peculiar only to the Lipton Cup. In fact, at 
the end of the ragatta someone remarked 
about Etienne van Cuyck's performance on 
these courses. Having fared reasonably well 

L - R: Derek Payne; Rowen Clark; Andrew Haliburton; Bruce Savage; Dave Collins. 
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on the non-Olympic courses (he was 7th 
overall after three races) and having won the 
final two with remarkable ease the 
comment was: "Maybe he is just 'not a 
versatile sailor, as it appears he can only sail 
well on Olympic courses." 

Only Etienne can answer this one, but it is 
food for thought as the various camps argue 
about the merits and de-merits of these first 
three crazy compulsory courses. 

Race I (rectangle): 
Wind: north-east 8-10 knots dropping to 4 
knots later: After four solid days of gale 
force westerly winds, the pundits forecast 
no wind at all for the opening race. And how 
right they nearly were. After a long wait for 
wind, and two general recalls in a reasonably 
steady north-easier of between 8 and 10 
knots, the fleet finally started. 

B2G2 led at the first mark followed by 
Tatoosh and Element with Galactica, the 
defending champion, fourth. By the end of 
the first rectangle, Element had forced her 
way into second place ahead of Tatoosh. 

It was now that the fun and games began. 
The wind was beginning to drop, and 
positions were changing radically. B2G2 
dropped from first to eleventh, and 
Galactica took over the lead, just ahead of 
Element. Cape Culumbine was next, 
followed by Tatoosh and Red Robin. 

As the wind was very light and fluky, the 
final beat was critical. Element tacked away 
from the fleet to clear her air and take the 
weather berth. Whether this helped her or 
not is debatable, but she literally pipped 
Cape Colombine by less than half a boat 
length to win a difficult first race in a dying 
wind. 

Results: 
Race 1: 3) TYC. 
1) UNYC. 4) VLC. 
2) SADFSA/Simonstown. 5) RCYC. 

Race 2 (sausage): 
Wind: north-east 10 knots gusting to 15 
knots later: In this race, B2G2 made no 
mistake and lead from start to finish 
opening her lead over her competitors o~ 
each leg. In fact, she won the race by nearly 
three minutes. 

The first beat in any race is critical and 
this was no exception. The fleet split into 
three shortly after the start, some going into 
the beach, others right out to sea, while 
others played it safe and went up the middle. 

Initially it looked as if the seaward leg was 
going to pay, with those yachts coming into 
the weather mark a long way ahead. This 
changed half way through the race with a 
slight wind shift, and in the end the yachts 
that played the middle course with a little 

emphasis on the seaward side, came out 
with the advantage. 

B2G2 rounded the weather mark first 
followed by Tatoosh 37 seconds later, and 
Element less than a boat length behind. 

Positions changed on the run, with 
Omega Heatwave overhauling Element. By 
this stage the wind had picked up a little and 
was gusting up between 15 to 18 knots. 

At the end of the second beat, B2G2 was 
well over two minutes ahead with Element 
having regained her third position from 
Omega Heatwave. After B2G2, a bunch of 
six yachts rounded extremely close 
together, and it was anyone's guess as to 
who would fill the second spot. Tatoosh 
chose to go wide and leave the bunch 
fighting among themselves. 

At one stage half way to the finish, she 
looked as if she would lose her second place 
by a long way, but with her clear wind and 
the bunch all fighting each other, her tactic 
paid off giving her a second. She was 
followed twenty seconds later by Element .. 

Results: 
Race 2: 
1) PYC 
2) VLC 
3) UNYC 
4) HMYC 
5) RCYC 

Race 3: (triangle): 

Overall 
1) UNYC 

2) VLC 
3) PYC 

4) SADFSA 
5) RCYC 

Wind: north-east 18-20 knots. Galactica 
looked as if she meant business in this race 
and was out to win at all costs. She led to the 
first weather mark closely followed by 
B2G2, Element and Warrior. 

B2G2 was going exceptionally fast down• 
wind and gybed first followed by Galactica, 
Element and Warrior. At the leeward mark, 
the positions were the same, with all four 
boats being very close together. 

By the weather mark B2G2 had opened 
her lead to 20 seconds, and Warrior had 
managed to just nip ahead of Galactica. 
There was less than a boat length in it, and 
just behind them was Element. 

At the gybe, B2G2 had opened her lead 
even further and was 35 seconds ahead, the 
other positions remaining unchanged. 

B2G2's downwind speed was beginning 
to show as she kept opening up her lead, 
which, going into the final beat, was one 
minute. She looked like a certain winner at 
this stage, yet the next three were so close 
that there were bound to be position 
changes. 

Warrior dropped back to fourth at the 
finish, pushing Galactica into second place 
and Element into third. 

An incident at the weather mark during 
the first rounding resulted in Element pro
testing Galactica. The protest was not 
upheld, and the results stood. 

Results: 
Race 3: 
1) PYC 
2) TYC 
3) UNYC 
4) ISC 
5) HMYC 

Overall 
1) UNYC 

1) PYC 
3) SADFSA 

4) TYC 
4) VLC 

Six advantage,s of learning to sail 
with the Academy 

1. The Academy's people. John Beadon, James Palmer, Chris 
Bonnet (principal) and Garth Hichens. All yachtmasters, with more 
than 250 000 sea-miles on every ocean in the world between 
them. Yet they still enjoy teaching sailing, and mix a lot of 
fun with it. 
2. The best boats. All courses are aboard modern, comfortable 
yachts. Two fully equipped Lavranos 36's and a race-winning 
Petersen 33. So you sail in comfort and style. 
3. Officially approved by CASA and SAYRA. The Academy 
and its courses are approvec::I by both the SA Yacht Racing. 
Association and the Cruising Association of SA. Therefore your 
qualification is recognised internationally. 
4. The widest ran$1e of courses. Six course options are 
available. From novice to yachtmaster, based on international 
curriculae, plus periodic training cruises to the Indian Ocean Islands. 
Our brochure fully describes all the options. Costs start at R450 per 
berth, fully inclusive, with live-aboard or hotel accommodation, and 
include membership of two !Jreat yacht clubs for the duration of 
your course. 
5. The best teaching techniques. Chris Bonnet's teaching 
experience has resulted in the finely tuned methods employed by 
all instructors. The shore-based elements of instruction use the latest 
audio, visual and video matierial, to make learning easy. 
6. We teach you at sea. There is no substitute for the real thing. 
Only by sailing at sea will you ever gain the experience you are 
paying for, and of course it makes a marvellous way to spend a 
holiday while you learn. 

CALL FOR OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE. 
ALSO ASK TO SEE 1rHE VIDEO ON THE ACADEMY. 

For the promotion of safety at sea, Appletiser Pure Fruit Juices (Pty) Ltd are now 
sponsoring the Academy. 

BOOKINGS & INFORMATION: 
Telephone: (031) 3015726/316394 

A/H 3042667 
Telex: 621548 
38 Fenton Road, 
Durban, 4001 

JOHANNESBURG AGENTS: 
Peter Hishen 
The Yacht Shop 
Telephone: (011) 7860408 
272 Corlett Drive, 
Bramley, 2128 

i~ Lawrence Flock 2933 
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Measurements are given in length x outside 
diameter x shaft diameter and are all in 
millimetres. Tough and resilient. Make 
winching easy. Protect hull. Stainless or 
galvanised shafts are also available. 

No. 
1 -122 X 7Qx 16 
No. 
3 

100x69x 12 
No. 
5 

No. 
7 

No. 
9 

No. 
11 

No. 
13 

99 X 75 X 16 

All types of 
Boat Rollers 

No. 
2 

120x64x 16 
No. 
4 

155 x43 X 12 
No. 
6 

230x64x 16 

No. 
8 

Give your boat the 
protection it deserves. 
These and many other 
specialised boating 
accessories are 
available froni Rubber 
Products and Mouldings. 
Contact us for all 
your requirements. 

Rubber Mudguards come 
complete with reflectors 

Available in black or 
non-marking white rubber. 

Type RPM 'A' - 16mm x 10mm 
Type RPM 'B' - 25mm x 15mm 
Type RPM 'C' -30mm x 18mm 
Type RPM 'D' -40mm x 20mm 
Type RPM 'E' - 50mm x 25mm 
Type RPM 'F' -60mm x 28mm 

SURFBOARD BUNGY ST 
Available in 3 sizes. 
(Small. Medium & Large) 

PROPELLER RUBBER HUB 
REBUSHING SERVICE 

Don't spend money on a new prop! 
We will replace your rubber bushes at 
a very low cost. 

FLEXIBLE NEOPRENE 
RUBBER MUDGUARD 

Protects the underside of your boat from 
stone damage. When used as a step will 
support the weight of an adult. 
Non corrosive. 

FACTORY AND SHOWROOM 16th Avenue Coff Voortrekker Road). Maitland. 7405 Tel. 593-2110 
CAPE TOWN SHOWROOM 40 Bree Street. Tel 419-1144 PAROW CEASD SHOWROOM Binder Street Tel. 92-8107 
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Race 4 (Olympic): 
After one general recall, the fleet was away 
with only one boat being recorded as a 
premature starter. The errant boat was 
B2G2. 

Omega Heatwaue made absolutely no 
mistakes in this race and led from start to 
finish to win in fine style. There were very 
few position changes during this race after 
the first mark. B2G2 rounded second 
followed by Cape Culumbine and Element. 

At the end of the third beat, Cape 
Culumbine managed to edge ahead of 
B2G2, while Tatoosh and Galactica pushed 
Element into sixth place. 

On the final beat, Element moved ahead 
of Tatoosh, otherwise positions were the 
same. 

Results: 
Race 4: 
1) RCYC 
2) SADFSA 
3) TYC 
4) UNYC 
5) VLC 

Race 5 (Olympic): 

Overall 
1) UNYC 

2) SADFSA 
3) TYC 
4) VLC 

5) RCYC 

At this stage, only two boats could win -
Element or B2G2. To win, B2G2 had to 
either win the race, or beat Element by two 
places. There was also a possibility of a tie, 
in which case the two would duel it out 

together the following day on a match racing 
course. 

There was one general recall with thEi fleet 
getting off on the second start. Only Irish 
Mist was over the line at the start. Element 
had a good start with B2G2 tucked away to 
leeward. The fleet split, some going out to 
sea, the others going into the beach. The 
inshore leg really paid well, and Element 
rounded the weather mark first followed by 
Warrior and B2G2. 

On the first reach, B2G2 sailed well to 
overhaul Warrior, and by the end of the 
second beat, Omega Heatwaue had 
climbed up from fifth to second spot. 

By this stage, Element and B2G2 were 
sailing their own race covering each other 
closely, and watching each other's every 
move. Omega Heatwaue took the lead on 
the run, and from here she sailed her own 
race to win comfortably. 

Going into the final triangle, Warrior had 
sailed in between Element and B2G2, and 
these positions stayed until the final beat. 

Element stayed on top of B2G2 ancl they 
continued to ignore the fleet. The 
tactics were superb to watch, as B2G2 was 
doing all she could to unnerve her 
opposition and break through to beat her. 
There were dummy tacks galore, and for the 
spectators the tension was almost 
unbearable. 

B2G2 soon realised that she was tacking 
faster than Element, so kept throwing in 
many tacks to close the gap. Element, at 
times it appeared, left her covering late, 

letting B2G2 close the gap. At one stage it 
appeared that B2G2 was through, but this 
was not to be as Warrior joined the fray 
near the finishing line as all three boats went 
for the pin end. 

Element nipped in ten seconds ahead of 
B2G2 who, in turn, was three seconds 
ahead of Warrior. 

Phew! It was all 'over. The atmosphere 
was electric as dozens of spectator boats 
had crowded the finish area to witness this 
incredible race - and the performance by a 
bunch of university students who had led 
the regatta overall at the end of each day's 
racing, and had clinched the prized Lipton 
Cup on their first attempt. 

Results: 
Race 5: 3) PYC 
1) RCYC 4) !SC 
2) UNYC 5) UCTYC 

OVERALL: 
1) UNYC (Bruce Savage) Element. 
2) PYC (Graham Dibb) B2G2. 
3) SADFSA (Roy Heiner) Cape 

Culumbine. 
4) TYC (Ewald Sternagel) Galactica. 
5) VLC (Rob Willcox) Tatoosh. 
6) RCYC (Etienne van Cuyck) Omega 

Heatwaue. 
7) !SC (Ernie Shaw) Warrior. 
8) HMYC (Terry Clarence) Red Robin. 
9) Bluff YC (Andrew Dominey) 

Garfunkels. 
10) ZYC (Dave Hudson) Halcyon. 

DON'T FILL YOUR BOAT WITH 
INSTRUMENTS. BUY A LOG, A DISTANCE COUNTER, 

AN ECHO SOUNDER AND A WIND INDICATOR 

Oanavigate 3200 is the multiple instrument with a maximum 
number of functions in the same instrument. It has a boatspeed in
dicator with calculation of average boatspeed, a distance recorder 
with total and reset counting and an echo sounder with low alann 
feature. If connected to a windspeed transducer, Danavigate 3200 
alsu displays the apparent windspeed and average speed. 

Buy one instrument. 
But get 4 at your disposal. Danavigate 3200 is quite simply an innovation within 
navigation equipment. 
On this one instrument you can read the apparent boatspeed and the average 
speed. You get a distance mileage rerorder which shows both total and reset distan
ce, and a memory where you can store both even if the instrument is switched off. 
Danavigate 3200 also has a digital windspeed indicator which only has to be con
nected to a windspeed transducer or a combined windspeed/windangle transducer 
A fully automatic echo sounder 
system is there as well. And you 
can even select reading in me
tres, feet or fathoms and whet
her the depth is to be read 
from the transducer, the keel or 
the surface. Furthermore, the 
echo sounder function has an 
adjustable low alarm feature. 
Danavigate 3200 is a member 
of the Danavigate 3000 family 
from Danaplus. 

Danap/us is represented in 
South Africa by Cruise 
Boats (Pty) Ltd, and is 
marketed and serviced by a 
Cruise Boats appointed 
dealer network. 

,:~ 
dcino -p1us 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 
Cruise Boats (Pty) Ltd, 48 Rand Arcade, 

H.F. Verwoerd Drive, Randburg. 
Tel: (Oil) 787-2424. 

or 

Seven Seas Marine, 
Buitengracht Street (Craigs Cabin) 

Cape Town. 
Tel: (021) 21-4319. 
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