
bruce banks 
makes a sail change 

Geoff Meek opened his loft in November 1976 under the Bruce 
Banks franchise. After eight years of unequalled success as the 
country's top loft the firm has grown almost tenfold. The 
company has supplied sails for all South Africa's major 
successes overseas, most recent being John Martin's Mainstay 
Voortrekker II which has a full suit of sails from his Iott. The firm 
also specialises in catamaran and sailboard surf/fun sails and 
manufactures all Hobie 14 and 16 sails for Coast Catamaran 
South Africa. The loft has always kept in the forefront of sail 
development by using innovative ideas, the most modern 
materials available and by travelling to overseas regattas. The 
company is owned by Geoff and co-directors Etienne van Cuyck 
and Rick Nankin. In order to further our desire to produce the 
finest sails possible the company will as from 1 st July be 
manufacturing Hood Sails. 

Hood Sailmakers was founded in 1950, establishing a name 
synonymous with excellence and success. Today Hood is a 
huge organisation with over 30 sail lofts spread around the 

world linked by a sophisticated computer network. Hood have 
been weaving their own sailcloth all this time and are renowned 

leaders 1n this field, pioneering the development of purpose
made hHech fabrics for use in all aspects of sailing. Hood 

Systems Division specialises in sa1lhandling gear and spars. 
High quality equipment such as Sea Furl roller furling, Gemini 

head foil and Stoway masts and booms are some of the gear 
manufactured by Hood. Hood sails and gear dominate the 

major offshore classics with recent victories in WRTWR. OST AR. 
2-ST AR. Route du Rhum. BOC Singlehanded and World Maxi 

championships. 

SAILMAKERS 

Geoff Meek Etienne van Cuyck Jan Reuvers Rick Nankin 

Hood offers you the finest sails in the world, 
right here in South Africa. 

Hood Sailmakers (SA), First Floor, Island Centre, Paarden Eiland Road, 
PO Box 543, Paarden Eiland, Cape Town. Tel. (021) 51-2154/5. 
International Lofts: USA, Hawaii, Virgin Islands, Canada, France, 
New Zealand, England, Sweden, Argentina, Japan, Australia, Italy. 
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. . .. 

ALL OTHERS FOLLOW. 

A NUMBER of major objections have 
been raised by yacht clubs throughout 
South Africa to the "revised version" of the 
Lipton Cup competition. Broadly, these 
amount to two fundamental protests: 
t. That in being re-structured as a one
design competition, (for now, at least, this 
will be in the L26 class) the boat develop
ment aspects of the competiton have been 
eliminated. 
2. That the admission of inland clubs and 
those which do not normally include keel
boats in their home fleets is contrary to the 
spirit of Sir Thomas Lipton's deed of gift, 
particularly since none of these clubs is able 
to host a challenge should they win the cup 
this year. It is interesting to note, however, 
that the history of the Lipton Cup 
competition shows extravagent precedents 
for both one design racing and the 
admission of "dinghy clubs"! 

Six times the cup has been won by non
coastal, non-keelboat clubs - by Zeekoe
vlei Yacht Club in 1954, 1956 and 1968, by 
the Redhouse Yacht Club in 1957, by the 
Henley Sailing Club in 1963 and by the 
Hermanus Yacht Club in 1969. 

And for an unbroken 22-year stretch from 
1952 to 1973 the series was sailed in 30-
square metres yachts, certainly the most 
telling argument for the permissibility of 
one-design racing in the Lipton competition. 
And it should be remembered that this 
period represented the most regular and 
consistent era of a competition which has 
several times come to a dead stop. 

Prior to the start of the 30 square metres 
era, there was a seven year break from 1914-
1922, and another long break from 1924 to 
1952 when it was resumed in the 30 square 
class. When this, in turn, was abandoned 
after the 1973 regatta, the competition again 
lay dormant until 1982. 

A third objection was that certain clubs 
which had applied to take part in the com
petition would become "clubs of con
venience" and that some skippers would not 
be bona fide members of those clubs. There 
is, in fact, nothing in the original Deed of Gift 
specifying that competing skippers should 
be members of the clubs they represent, but 
this clause is now written into the notice of 
race as a modern interpretation. 

Yet interim committee chairman Peter 
Bazlinton believes the possibility of re-intro
duing design innovation should not be 
discounted. 

"It required a tremendous effort to mount 
the 1983 campaign, both here and in 
Durban. The backing for projects like those 
which resulted in Fuel Free and Royal Flush 
was simply not available again this year, for 
none other than economic reasons, I 
believe. In opting for a one-design competi
tion using a yacht owned by or available to 
all clubs, the trustees have kept alive a 
competition which could well have 
foundered - as it has done in the past! 

"What we hope to do more than to simply 
introduce a one-design competition is to 
give the Lipton Cup enough momentum to 
keep it going until a better economic climate 
makes the re-introduction of development 
class sailing viable once more." 

He pointed out, too, that of the 23 
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country-wide clubs canvassed, 13 
supported the admission of new clubs - in 
fact any club which could mount a 
challenge. One club voted against the 
admission of any non-coastal, non-keelboat 
club, and two voted against the admission of 
all but one club. Seven clubs either 
abstained or failed to vote. 

"To the trustees, this was seen as an over
whelming mandate to open up the competi
tion, the seven abstentions being taken as 
votes in favour of the admission of non
keelboat clubs," Peter Bazlinton said. He 
added that, rather than changing the Deed 
of Gift, the trustees had placed what he 
termed "a modem interpretation" on the 
document. For example, where the deed 
specified that clubs from Walvis Bay to 
Beira should qualify for entry, the trustees 
had taken this to mean all clubs south of a 
line drawn between the two coastal ports, a 
decision which obviously includes all inland 
clubs. 

"Our belief is that Sir Thomas intended 
the competition to be one which 
encouraged yacthting, rather than an elitist 
one restricted to coastal keelboat clubs," 
Bazlinton said. "We did not consider valid, 
the objection of one club that some clubs 
which applied were clubs of convenience 
which did not deserve the privilege of 
entering the competition." 

One clause in the Deed of Gift which the 
trustees have refused to alter is that the 
Lipton Cup be an offshore event. This 
means that any non-coastal club winning the 

competition would have to pass a resolution 
nominating a coastal club as their "port of 
head-quarters" for purposes of the competi
tion. And there are also precedents for this 
- Zeekoevlei Yacht Club's defences have 
always been sailed in Cape Town, Henley's 
in Durban. 

The entry list in early July stood at 22, 
with five of those having already notified the 
race committe of their representative 
skippers - after simple nomination or 
elimination trials. The clubs are:-
- Algoa Bay Yacht Club 
• Aeolians Club 
• Saldanha Bay Yacht Club 
• Imperial Yacht Club 
• Point Yacht Club 
• Vaal Cruising Association 
• Lake Deneys Yacht Club 
• UCT Yacht Club 
• Royal Natal Yacht Club 
• Transvaal Yacht Club 
• Zeekoeivlei Yacht Club 
• Hermanus Yacht Club 
• Royal Cape Yacht Club 
• False Bay Yacht Club 
• Defence Sailing Club 
• East London Yacht Club 
• Fish Hoek Beach Yacht Club 
• Deneysville Aquatic Club 
• Vogelvlei Yacht Club 
• Milnerton Yacht Club 
• Gordons Bay Yacht Club 
• Hout Bay Yacht Club 

On the list as probables still to submit 
entries were: 
• Bluff Yacht Club 
• Island Sailing Club 
• Zululand Yacht Club 
• Zwartkops Yacht Club 
• Redhouse Yacht Club 
• Henley/Midmar Yacht Club 

Those clubs which had already nominated 
their skippers were: 
• Point Yacht Club .......... Ernie Shaw 
• Royal Cape Yacht Club ............. . 
. ................... Etienne van Cuyck 

• Saldanha Bay Yacht Club David Elcock 
• UCT Yacht Club ........ Joe Schubert 
• Milnerton Yacht Club ............... . 
.................... Ernst van der Laan 

It is inevitable that there should be 
objections, protests and dissatisfaction with 
what are initially seen as major changes to a 
competition. It is just as inevitable that had 
these re-interpretations not been made, the 
competition would probably have gone 
dormant once more, possibly even 
foundered - and that, in turn, would have 
raised furious objections. 

The historical perspective, however, 
suggests that reverting to one design yachts 
for the Lipton Cup is neither a new, nor 
necessarily, a bad thing. 

And the stimulus given to yachting 
throughout South Africa by the admission 
of clubs not traditionally associated with the 
competition - a phenomenal 23 entries and 
more expected - is undoubtedly what Sir 
Thomas intended when he presented his 
magnificient cup to the country's (not the 
coast's) yachtsmen. 

The Lipton Cup is alive and well. And 
perhaps that is all that matters! 
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