
LIPTON 
DEBATE 
CONTINUES 
THE most prestige club yachting event in the 

country - the Lipton Cup will be sailed 
offshore from Durban next month. (Full report 
next issue). 

Controversy however still shrouds the event 
regarding the choice of class of yacht. The regat
ta will be sailed this year, as it was last year when 

FOLLOWING the success of the Langebaan 
100 Hobie longhaul race. the Durban Hobie 

Cat fleet decided to do likewise and stage a long 
distance race/cruise from Durban to the La 
Montagne Hotel beach at Ballito. a distance of 
some 50 miles. 

Forty-five Hobie Cats entered for the event 
which was to incorporate a night at the La Mon
tagne - brand new hotel on Natal's north coast 
- with dinner dancing laid on, and then two 
offshore races the following day, after which 
the Hobies would be trailed back to Durban. 

As the fleet set off from Vetch's Pier on the 
Saturday morning. there was a strong 25 knot 
north easterly blowing with a very rough sea -
really adverse conditions in fact. 
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it was resurrected after a number of years, in 
quarter tonners. 

However, a great many yachtsmen feel that 
the event should be sailed in a one-design class 
such as the L26. 

Guy Reynolds, Commodore of the Royal 
Natal Yacht Club, the defending champions last 
year, said: "There are 23 clubs eligible to sail in 
this event, but how many of them can afford the. 
40 or 50 thousand rands it costs to put a compe
titive lOR quarter tonner on the line? 

"I am adamant that the event should be in a 
one-design class because I don't believe the 
cheque book is the way to winning the Lipton 
Cup. 

"It is not in the spirit of the event when half 
the clubs cannot compete because of investment 
costs." 

At the other end of the scale, Harry Ellens, 
skipper of defending yacht Fuel Free, said, "I'm 
all for a development class such as the inter
national 6 metre class which is a scaled down 

Of the 45 starters, only 25 made it to the La 
Montagne. All along the coast, the Hobies were 
beaching - some with damage and some with 
exhausted crews. 

However, the fleet spent the night at the hotel. 
licking their wounds and enjoying an excellent 
table and some great entertainment, and look
ing forward to the two offshore races the follow
ing day. 

This was not to be however, as by complete 
contrast, the wind had died away almost com
pletely - not enough wind in fact to warrant 
launching the Hobies. 

It was decided to re-stage this event, which, 
weather permitting, should prove to be an atten
tion grabber later this year. 

Derek Varnalls, left, managing director 
of Lipton South Africa, hands over the 
sponsors' cheque for the 1983 Lipton 
Cup Yacht Challenge to John Rennie, 
commodore of Point Yacht Club, the cur
rent holders of the trophy. 

version of the 12 metre yachts used in the 
Americas Cup. 

"If the event goes into one-designs it will be
come just another inter-club class regatta with 
no thought for the other aspects of yachting -
the design, the construction and the team effort. 
A development class is always developing and 
always up to date··. 

Dick Haliburton, Rear Commodore of the 
PYC said, "The benefits of a development class 
fall away when there is very little interest in new 
developments. One-designs? Certainly, although 
it could be an idea to rotate classes. say. between 
the L26s, the RCODs and the Stadt 23s." 

Closing 
Regatta 
TO close their 1982/83 season, the Durban 

Model Yacht Club held a closing cruise 
regatta at their base at Blue Lagoon. 

The overall winning team was made up of 
Peter and Warren Simons with 36 points. They 
were followed by Craig Millar and John Smith 
on 28 points, with Des Fairbank and Roy Curtis 
on 27 points. third. 

The Durban Model Yacht Club will start its 
new season about the middle of August. 
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