


THE sheer joy at being announced the 
overall handicap winner of the Holiday 23 
Worlds, and the excitement shown by Chris 
Coombs and his crew on SeaWalker, was 
phenomenal and a joy to witness. 

The fact that NCS Plastics sponsored the 
Crystic Holiday 23 Worlds was not a 
coincidence as their resins have been used 
in the construction of all 100 boats of that 
design, and 23 of these magnificent boats 
travelled from all over the country to sail in 
the second "world championship" event. 
Having never sailed aboard one of these 
craft before, but having seen and inspected 
them regularly, I can only say that I was 
highly impressed with the whole concept 
and organisation of the event. 

Although billed the Crystic Holiday 23 
World Championships, this is more a rally to 
get owners and boats together on the water 
and prove to the public what magnificent 
and seaworthy craft these "little fat boats" 
really are. People travelled from the 
Transvaal and even South West Africa to 
compete, and all trailing their boats with 
them. 

A variety of events from round the buoys 
to long distance racing and a long cruise up 
the Berg river completed the event. 

THE VENUE 
Port Owen is a naturally good choice of 

venue for this event as it offers so much. For 
those not wanting to stay on board their 
boats there is excellent accommodation in 
Cabanas and cottages at the marina. The 
marina facilities are certainly improving 
every day and provide a good safe anchor
age. The club facilities are also excellent, but 
the cherry on the top has certainly to be the 
varied sailing on offer. This includes 
sheltered flat-water sailing, ocean sailing 
·and in the case of the Holiday 23, magnifi
cent cruising up the Berg River. 

It will be difficult to find another venue in 
this country that can offer the same safe, 
flat-water sailing that St Helena Bay does for 
the round the buoys racing and a choice of 
overnight safe anchorages in which to end 
the long distance racing. The Berg River is 
one of the few navigable rivers in this 
country that brings yachts · such as the 

''THE-WORLDS'' 
where family fun 
comes first 

-
By Richard Crockett 

ANOTHER NORTH "LEADER" 

M-CUT® 
MAINSAIL 

BORN ON THE RACE 
COURSE AND 
PERFECTED BY OUR 
"FLOW" AND 
"MEMBRANE" 
COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMES 

ONLY NORTH CAN 
PRODUCE THIS SAIL. 

THE ULTIMATE 
"HIGH TECH" 
RACE WINNER 

"STEP UP" 
CONSTRUCTION 
IN SPECIALISED 
"UL TRAWEAVE"® 
CLOTH 

YOUR M-CUT® "LIPTON" MAINSAIL 
NOW FROM ... 
DURBAN: 30 Victoria Embankment, Durban 4001 
Tel: (031) 323624 
CAPE TOWN: 299 Albert Road, Woodstock GT. 
Tel: (021) 477336fi 
TRANSVAAL: 
SERVICE: BOATWISE: 59 - 4th Ave, Linden 
Tel: (011) 782-2819 

NORTH SAILS MAKE SAILORS ... FASTER 

Sailing May 1988 31 



Holiday 23 into their own. Two bridges span 
this river close to the mouth, so all yachts 
had to drop their masts to get under them 
before raising them again to sail up the river 
for a good many hours with the keel partly 

THE PEOPLE 
The diversity of competitors from all 

walks of life was amazing. What was most 
heartening though was the prevalance of 
families sailing. Some boats were crewed 
exclusively by families, while others with 
small children aboard had friends to help sail 
the boat. The combinations were endless, 
but what was most evident was the fact that 
everyone on every boat, irrespective of the 
mix in ages, had a really fun time. This is 
what the Holiday 23 concept is about. 

lifted. . 
This river trip with its snoek braai and 

overnight stay moored alongside a river 
bank was for me the highlight of the event. 

Port Owen also provides easy access into 
St Helena Bay which is characterised by its 
flat water and many little fishing harbours 
which offer safe anchorages. There was also a good spread of talent. 

COMET 
DISTRESS SIGNALS 

HANDY GLORIA GLUTEX 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

DUARRY 
LIFERAFTS 

CAPACITY: 
4, 6 .AND 8 PERSONS 
The Duarry liferafts are 
manufactured with the 
best materials, and they 
meet with all the speci
fications of the Inter
national Conferences of 
S.O.L.A.S. (Safety of Life 
at Sea) 1983. 
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DVATRADIN& 
CAPE TOWN: Verbena Street, Paarden Eiland, PO Box 4063. 
Tel: (021) 51-5181. 
WALVIS BAY: PO Box 779. Tel: (0642) 3039, 5357. 
DURBAN: 318 Gale Street. Tel: (031) 25-6201. 

Many competitors were relatively new to 
the sport and in particular racing, while a 
few like Springboks Dave Hudson and Rick 
Nankin, sailed with their families. Nankin 
had his 10-year-old son Charles at the helm, 
and these two families, having fought it out 
at the Sprog championships the week 
before in Saldanha, continued the friendly 
rivalry at the Holiday 23 Worlds. John 
Robertson, who builds the Holiday 23, was 
also there. These experienced yachtsmen 
were only too happy to impart their 
knowledge and experience to others. 

One of the most frustrated competitors 
must surely have been Billy Leisegang. He 
sailed with a bunch of friends, but unfortu
nately the boat was not equipped with a 
spinnaker. They sailed exceptionally well 
upwind, but were taken to the cleaners on 
almost every occasion downwind. Despite 
this obvious disadvantage they were always 
in the hunt and finished with some good 
placings. After the event Billy did say the 
owner would certainly be buying the 
necessary spinnaker gear and camouflaged 
his obvious disappointment by saying that 
the beer tasted good anyway. 

John Robertson, bu.ilder of the Holiday 23 
and "World Champion" skipper. 

RACING 
Racing was divided into two divisions, 

Division 1 which allowed the use of spinnak
ers, and Division 2 which consisted of boats 
with the basic sail-away equipment provided 
by the factory. 

There was also a scratch and handicap 
division. 

John Robertson dominated the round the 
buoys racing, winning three of the four 
races, although there were plenty of 
skippers always in the race and just waiting 
for rivals to make mistakes. 

The defending "world champion" and 
winner of the pre-worlds, Henry Wiggins, 
could just not match his performance of the 
previous year and had to be content with a 
third overall. The keen tussle between the 
Hudsons and Nankins provided some 
,excellent tactical sailing. Hudson eventually 

ran out the winner, but only just. 
The back markers appeared to enjoy 

themselves and learnt more about the finer 
points of sail trim and yacht racing each day 
after picking the brains of the better 
yachtsmen. In fact it was clear that by the 
last race everyone had improved and the 
fleet finished closer than it did in the first 
race. 

The long-distance race turned into 
something of a nightmare for some of the 
less experienced. The wind suddenly piped 
up going into the final long beat to the finish. 
Having enjoyed sailing with a full main and 
genoas or spinnakers for most of the day, 
the 35-knot winds saw the whole fleet reef 
well down for the first time, and the normally 
tranquil St Helena Bay became a boiling 
cauldron. 

However, despite the organisers concern 
for the safety of competitors and their 
reaction to being subjected to these 
conditions in what was supposed to be "a 
family affair," the general opinion once 
ashore was very positive. Having dried off 
and warmed up, most people, particularly 
those new to the sport, were revelling in 
each others stories of their acts of seaman
ship and generally feeling proud of having 
survived their first gale at sea. 

One competitor from the Transvaal, Ian 
Madden, had the previous day sat his CASA 
theory and practical exams for a skipper 
local waters ticket and had passed with 
flying colours. Part of his practical included 

Sailing down the Berg ri11er with a sir,innaker flying was exbilerating yet bard work. 

HENRY VINK(PTY)LTD. 
P.O. Box 68, WALKERVILLE 1876. 

Phones: (011) 946-1416 all hours, (011) 864-1569 after hours only. 

STADT34 
• Internationally popular stock 
design from world famous 
designer E.G. Van de STADT. 
• Toughest construction, one 
piece Airex hull, Balsa core deck. 
• Modern interior layout, double 

berth aft, completely separate 
toilet compartment. 
• 45% ballast ratio, choice of 
masthead or fractional rig. 
• Available to any stage of com
pletion. 

SAILING YACHTS FOR CRUISING AND RACING FROM 6 m TO 12 m 
IN KIT FORM OR COMPLETE AND READY TO SAIL. 

ALSO ~VAILABLE HUNTER 2000, STADT 22, STADT 23, SPIRIT 28. 

INBOARD MARINE DIESELS m FROMBT040HP(6-29 kWJ 

~UGr.f:'Oltni 
-DIESl!L 

COMPARE THESE PRICES! 
KW HP PRICE 
6,2 (8) R6550 
9,0 (12) R7150 

10,3 (14) R10 325 
(includes fresh 
water cooling) 

14,7 (20 R9895 
19,8 (27) R10 700 
29,4 (40) R12 685 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT 
Electric starter with 12 v motor • 400 w alternator • control panel with 
key switch • water thermometer • oil pressure ~auge, warning lights 
and 1,5 m 1on9 cables• diesel oil filter• AC pump• oi filter• dry air cleaner 
• tachometer and hourmeter adaptor• Ptulley front winch connection • 
2,1 ratio reverser • flexible joint with bo ts • engine support • possibility 
of fitting remote control for reverser accelerator • 4 antivibrating pads 
• double-acting oil suction pump • water /exhaust gas mixer manifold • 
flywheel and lbelt guard • heat exchanger. 

NO'W AVAILABLE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
ONLY AT: 

south. P.O. BOX 5184 
CAPE TOWN 

/j[ji]J!}/J9J!JiB -\ 8000 
TEL. 021-510653 
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_a_m_a_n_-o_v_e_r_b_o_a-rd_d_r-ill-,-a-n_d_d_u_r-in-g-th_i_s_g_a_le---------------------------------------..; ______________ T RA I L E R A I L E R----------
his son who was on the foredeck and about 
to clip on, actually fell overboard. This real
life drama enabled'Madden put into practice 
what had until then been theory. His son 
was picked up in no •time at all in a very 
seamanship like manner, and was none the 
worse for wear. 

There is no better place than in a 
controlled event like this to gain first hand 
experience. 

Billy Liesegang recorded his first victory 
during this race with Nankin second and 
Hudson third. 

The second long-distance race back to 
Port Owen was a complete contrast to the 
first, with the course being shortened due to 
a lack of wind. 

R Dewey sailing Amanziamoya was 
declared the most improved skipper at the 
end of the event. His placings constantly 
improved throughout the racing. 

Family fun for everyone sailing up the Berg 
ri11er. 

Chris Coombs with his "world championship" winning crew. 

GENERAL 
For me the pleasure of competing in this 

event was seeing so many relatively new 
people to yachting enjoying themselves with 
their families and friends. This is not only 
good for our industry, but is also good for 
our sport. 

Hopefully many more class associations 
and builders will take a leaf out of the John 
Robertson Yachts book and find some 
unique way of promoting events which 
combine a good spread of yachting and 
social activities, and that get the whole 
family involved. Yachting is not just a male
dominated sport, but a sport in which men, 
women and children can compete on equal 
terms. 

RESULTS 
Overall Winner - J. Robertson. 
Handicap Winner - C. Coombs. 
DIVISION 1 
J. Robertson 1, D. Hudson 2, 
H. Wiggins 3. 
DIVISION2 
B. Leisegang 1, I. Madden 2, 
W. Louw3. 
OVERALL HANDICAP 
C. Coombs 1, W. Louw 2, 
R. Dewey & J. Van Heerden 3. 

BEACHCOMBER! DA GAMA! EUROPA! 
It takes a spcieal kind of student to sail a winning race - a student with 
deep-water experience. 

The Magic Sailing School trains winners. 
And, as usual, we were fully booked for weeks prior to the recent 

Vasco Da Gama Race, by people who wanted to be sure they knew 
what they were doing. Some were just fine-tuning their skills, but 
they came to us. 

From deckhand to yachtmaster, from racing to cruising, you can get 
the solid deepwater experience you need at the Magic Sailing School. 

Under certain circumstances we will also train you on your own 
boat. Instruction at Durban or Richards Bay. Book early by telephoning 
031-3041500. 

18 Fenton Road, Durban 4001, Phone: 031-3041500 or 0351-32022 
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"PAR EXCELLENCE" 
IF ever a yacht was well named, it is the little 
Holiday 23, simply because it is probably the 
most versatile holiday "vehicle" available in 
South Africa today. 

Certainly, it is a "family funship" as its 
builders, John Robertson Yachts, like to 
call their creation -fun to own, fun to sail, fun 
to live in. But somehow, that description 
doesn't quite conjure up that wonderful' 
holiday feeling you get when you plan your 
holiday, pack for it and finally close the door 
behind you and actually set off for places 
unknown or favourite, get-away-from-it-all 
spots. 

To a man Holiday 23 owners agree that 
their holiday options have opened consider
ably since they took delivery of their trailer
sailor. Wherever there is a decent-sized 

stretch of water, that is where they can relax 
and explore in comfort. 

Several unique and innovative design 
features make this Lavranos-designed 
pocket cruiser particularly suitable for 
family vacation and week-end cruising. 

First, it is large enough to live comfortably 
in yet small enough to be trailed behind a 

CONGRATULATIONS. 
JOHN ROBERTSON YACHTS I I 

ON THE 100TH 
HOLIDAY23 ... 

... NOW GO FOR THE 1000TH 
WE WILL BE WITH YOU 

ALL THE WAY 
YOUR ONE-STOP STAINLESS 

STEEL SPECIALIST 

SIRIUS MARINE 
99 Bofors Circle, Epping 4 

Tel: (021) 54-2020 

---- BODY 

SHAFT 

STEANTUBE 

SEAT 

PROPELLER SHAFT SEALS 
New maneCraft seals from Deep Sea Seals save money yet cost 
so little! Replacement of a conventional stuffing box is a simple 
DIY operation even where a shaft is badly worn. They are self 
adjusting and only require periodic inspection. 

One of the major prob·lems that any boat owner faces is how 
to prevent water coming into the boat where the propeller shaft 
passes through the hull. 

The conventional method employed is to use a packed gland. 
Whilst these are effective when first fitted. shaft vibration and 
movement results in continuous adjustments being necessary. 
Unless extreme care is taken with these adjustments, wear of 
the shaft is inevitable, which creates even greater leakage problems 
and can. eventually, result in the requirement to renew the shaft. 

The seal consists of an elastomeric body with an intergral wear 
face. The body rotates with the shaft and is compressed against 
a bronze seat attached to the stern tube. 

The new maneCraft seal is equally suitable for new and exist
ing boats. Being self adjusting virtually no maintenance and very 
little inspection is required. Shaft vibration and even a fair degree 
of engine misalignment can be accommodated without distress. south. 

[j[jfJ§]!l9J!iiJg - " 
P.O. BOX fi184 CAPE TOWN 8000 e TELEPHONE (021) 51-0653 
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large car, which means that every sailable 
stretch of water in southern Africa now 
becomes one's cruising ground. 

Second, its retractable keel and hinged 
rudder means the boat can be easily 
beached or gently nuclged against a shallow 
river or dam bank. This obviates the need to 
carry a dinghy. 

A third feature that considerably enhan
ces its appeal as a go-anywhere pleasure 
boat is the fact that the mast is deck-stepped 
in a tabernacle and can thus be easily 
lowered and raised in minutes. Low bridges, 
power lines, viaducts etc blocking your 
passage to a particularly enticing stretch of 
river or water, need no longer be a problem. 

Finally, the Holiday 23's most attractive 

The Holiday 23 is not restricted to deep water, 
retractable keel and lilting rudder. 

CONGRATULATIONS JOHN ROBERTSON YACHTS 

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE SUPPLIED ALL THE 
GEAR FOR THE FIRST 100 HOLIDAY 23's 

I 

I 
/;"-._ 

' " ' 1/ 

'l; 

ALWAYS 
FIRST WITH 
THE GEAR 
R.SA'S LARGEST STOCKISTS OF SPECIALISED 

KEELBOA T AND DINGHY FITTINGS. 

CAPE TOWN 
81 Bree Street 
Tel: 021·248026 

DURBAN 
11 Fenton Road 
Tel: 031-3052911 

-- - Tx: 57-86712 

Ccnl,al BoatlngWotlcl ~ 
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feature is its spaciousnous. It has sleeping 
accommodation for five in two separate 
cabins; a compact galley equipped with 
stowage lockers, sink, two-plate cooker and 
work surfaces. It also has a drop-leaf table in 
the main saloon and an enclosed, separate 
head. 

On the technical side, the Holiday 23 is 
built along the lines of the "monocoque" 
system, that is hull, deck and interior 
mouldings are all bonded together to give an 
integrated shell and web combination. 

The Holiday 23 is rigged as a sloop and is 
easily powered by a 5-7hp outboard - which 
costs a fraction of the price of a small 
inboard diesel and is easier to maintain and 

• 

Two sllots sllowing tllis little family "fun" 
sllip's stylisl, and spacious interior. 
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