
THE PROTEST which killed any 
thought of a sail-off for the 
Buccaneer National title and 

eliminated Western Province champion Jan 

Reuvers from the running, roused a hornet's 
nest controversy about the participation of 
"jockeys" in events such as these. 

Reuvers, at the helm of Cecil Knipe's 
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CONTROVERSY 

PRIVATE 
LINE 
A range of polyester and nylon cords 
and ropes made specifically for yachting. 
LIROS ROPE 
Prestretched 3 strand and specialised 
offshor!' ropes. 

BLUEWATER LINE 
Prestretched, spliceable, braided sheeting 
ideal for halyards and spinnaker guys. 

KEVLAR@ SHEETS & HALYARDS 
Compares favourably with stainless steel 
wire ropes at half the weight. 

BRANDON -
FLOATING & TITAN LINE 
Floating line for dinghy sheets. 

POLISTEELE HALYARDS 
Machine spliced halyards using stainless 
steel or galvanised steel wire rope with 
polyester tails. 
ORMISTON 316.STAINLESSSTEEL 
Wire rope for stays, shrouds and rigging. 
Also ferrules, splicing rools and wire 
cutters. 
MR PETER'S PORTSIDERS 
Yachting shoes in sizes 6-12. Navy/ 
white, tan, burgundy. 
HAWK WIND DIRECTION I1\DICATORS 
For dinghies and cruisers. 

SEBAGO DOCKS ID ES 
YachtinP, shoes in sizes from 6-11 in
cluding 9"2 sizes, in brown and navy. 

SIMS ANEMOMETERS 
Handheld and remote wind speed in
dicators. 
CAPRICORN 
Digital weather console with computer 
interface. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES: 
DURBAN INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES CO. 
(PTY) LTD. 

P.O. Box 18073, 
Dalbridge 4014, 
Tel. (031) 28-5610 

Showroom: 
2nd Floor, 
288 Brickfield Road, 
Mayville, Durban. 

Jumbo, and Paul Schweizer, skipper of 
Manta, had an unbreakable tie for first place 
after four races, and a sail-off was scheduled 
for the final day. Bad weather prevented 
this, and it was decided that the trophy 
would be shared between Reuvers and 
Schweizer. 

Shortly before the prize-giving, Paul 
Schweizer discovered that Jan Reuvers was 
not a member of the Buccaneer 
Association, and promptly protested. 
Reuvers was disqualified, and the trophy 
went to Schweizer - all perfectly within the 
rules, although the action raised some 
discussion about its sporting ethics. 

It is ironic that Reuvers, who was 
successfully protested during Rothmans 
Week for carrying a sail with the incorrect 
numbers, should have left himself so wide 
open through a simple - and very careless 
oversight - of a rule printed clearly on the 
entry form he signed. 

Discussion immediately arose on the 
issue. Those skippers and owners who have 
devoted years of effort and work to the 
buccaneer (and other) classes, felt the 

"JOCKEYS" 

HEIGHTENED 

THE COMPETITION 

action, whatever its ethics, \,\/as justified 
because wins by "imported jockeys" (lop 
helmsmen who move from boat to boat, 
from class to class, collecting wins without 
devoting time, energy or skill to improve any 
class) demoralised those lesser skippers 
who have no hope of beating them. 

Other factions, which include False Bay 
Yacht Club commodore, Derek Louwrens, 
argued that the sailing abilities of these 
"jockeys" heightened competition and class 
skippers derived educational spin-off by 
watching how the better skippers do it. 

It seems there is no simple answer to the 
problem. It is obviously a source of little 
pride for a helmsman of Reuvers standing to 
beat club skippers. It is like shooting fish in a 
barrel, although there is no suggestion that 
this is what Reuvers was doing. 

Rick Nankin, another of South Africa's 
top skippers, emphasised this issue when he 
pointed out that he did not enter the L26 
Western Province championships, also held 
during the Culemborg regatta, before he 
had ensured that top skippers like J.J. 
Provoyeur and Dave Hudson would be 
competing in the same event. 

Nankin believes that even sporadic 
contact with top helmsmen like those 
cruising "jockeys" can dramatically improve 
the skills and abilities of club and class 
skippers who seldom venture into the 
arenas of top national of provincial 
competitions. 

"I am heavily involved in training of 
skippers and crews, both in dinghy classes 
at Zeekoevlei Yacht Club and in keelboats 
at Royal Cape Yacht Club. The training 
sessions I've run from time to time have 
been of immense benefit to those skippers 
who are non-competitive because they 
haven't the skill, experience or training to 

take on the 'heavies'. 
"Obviously, there are some class 

skippers whose noses are put out of joint 
when 'jockeys' come in and take the prizes, 
and this kind of 'pot hunting' does neither 
the winning skipper nor the runners-up any 
good - just as moaning doesn't do the 
losers any good. But I don't believe the 
classes suffer by having a top skipper 
against whom they can test their mettle. If 
the lesser skippers observe closely, they can 
learn a lot from the performances of the top 
skippers, and improve their own records." 

He added, however, that those skippers 
who had risen to the top should all seriously 
consider putting something back into sailing 
- specifically into class sailing - by 
conducting training sessions where the 
communication of knowledge and skills 
could be much more direct. 

It is also somewhat ineffectual for entry 
forms to require membership of the 
competing class, since this kind of 
membership is cheap and requires no more 
effort than filling in a form. Perhaps the class 
association should consider making it 
mandatory that both the skipper and the 
owner of the boat take part in at least three 
club competitions in that class before they 
can qualify to enter a national or provincial 
event. 

Whatever the solution - and many have 
been tried, some abandoned - it seems 
obvious that a large section of the sailing 
community feel that some of South Africa's 
top skippers are basking in the glory of 
repeated wins; that sometimes these wins 
are at the expense of inferior competition 

(walkover victories); that these skippers are 
ever-hungry for more glory, and that they 
seldom put much back into the sport in the 
form of training and organisation. 

SAILING throws the issue open to its 
readers. We would very much like to hear 
the views of people involved in organising 
and taking part in class sailing, from 
skippers and crews (surely a mediocre 
crewmirn, working under a skilled 
helmsman, must walk away richer at the end 
of the day) and from anyone else who can 
contribute to the argument. All letters will 
be published unless otherwise requested. 

The 45 knot south-easier vvhich 
generated the above controversy left all but 
the Flamenca and Culemborg invitation 
classes - where a fifth race would have 
made no difference to the overall result - in 
a critical points situation that Sunday, but it 
was all resolved and the prizes were 
presented at a superb function at the False 
Bay Yacht Club that night. 

Jerry Whitehead won the Culemborg 
Invitation event sailing Dave Shuttleworth's 
Seashuttle and received a magnificent 
trophy presented by Culemborg esp,ecially 
for the event. 

The highly competitive L26 W,2stern 
Province championship fleet - in which 
four Springboks sailed - was kept well at 
bay by Rick Nankin's sparkling sailing in 
Omega Heatwaue, and once more the 
Flamenca event was dominated by 
youngster Brent Gray, now the new 
national champion, and Howard Edwards. 
Richard Petersen gained his first W,estern 
Province triumph in Triffid. 

FINAL RESULTS: 
Culemborg invitation class 
1. Seashuttle: Skipper: Jerry Whitehead. 
2. Cape Smoke: Skipper: Dave Smith. 
3. Pulsation: Skipper: Mel Bosman. 

Flamenca national championships 
1. Faquieta: Brent Gray. 
2. Illusion: Howard Edwards. 
3. Schottische: Bob Scott. 

Buccaneer national championships 
1. Manta: Paul Schweizer. 
2. Fusion: Bertie Reed (owner: B. de 

Beer). 
3. Waueguide: Siggy Smink. 

L.26 Western Province 
championships . 
1. Omega Heatwaue: Rick Nankin. 
2. Kalimera: Dania Baikoff. 
3. L'Umo:.J.J. Provoyeur. 

Miura Western Province 
championships 
1. Triffid: Richard Petersen. 
2. Moonshine: Tony Abbott. 
3. Spindrift: Jeremy Flint. 

Sweet Pea special event 
1. French Connection Ill: Joe de Kock. 
2. Misty: Jerry O'Sullivan. 
3. Neros: W. Drager. 

Stadt 23 special event 
1. Zeestadt: Leon Blignaut. 
2. Kaapstadt: Bruce Condon. 
3. Panna Wodna: J. Miszewski. 
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