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LIPTON CUP 
A 6th WIN FOR ZEEKOE VLEI 

It was all set to be a perfect Lipton 
Cup regatta. Club Mykonos is a 
good venue, not a major trek to the 
start line, moorings for everyone 
and after a long absence from 
Lipton, Geoff Meek was back in the 
fray to add a bit of spice to it all. 

There was a great buzz on the starting 
weekend. Quite a few of the Cape sailors 
had been there for a few weekends 
beforehand, putting in some practice, 
and on the Saturday marina manager 
Francois Stemmet had his hands full as 
the trailers arrived from far afield, getting 
the boats into the water. 

The navy "manne" were there too, the 
Defence Yacht Clubs from Pretoria, 
Saldanha and Simonstown. Someone has 
to come last. It sounds harsh, but appar
ently they don't get a massive amount of 
practise, some guys getting thrown onto 
the boats at the last minute, but at least 
they are there, they soldier on, and they 
enjoy it. 

But there was something missing, and 
it was difficult to put a finger on what it 
was. 

Meek was sailing with Martin Schultz 
and the Hermanus Yacht Club entry 
Sigma Coatings. Hermanus last took 
The Lipton Cup way back in 1969, some 
25 years ago when it was still sailed in 
Thirty Square Metres, those lovely ele
gantly slim boats, and Sunmaid won. So 
naturally they were out to make a serious 
challenge. 

In the first race on the Sunday, the 
regatta got off to an early start and in a 
nice fresh breeze Sigma Coatings led 
from start to finish. But for the whole 
race Chris King and the Zeekoe Vlei 
entry Daly's Insurance were just a boat 
length or two behind. It was very tight 
racing. Obviously Chris King and Zeekoe 
Vlei weren't going to let the trophy go 
easily, not with a run of five wins, inter-
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Greg Davis had to be content with second place again. 

rupted in '91 when Greg Davis on 
Judron took it for Hout Bay. 

The Lake Deneys Yacht Club entry, 

Raeburn Stainless, skippered by Ewald 
Sternagel was third. It was good to see 
an up-country team challenging the Cape 
sailors. Sternagel won The Lipton Cup a 
decade back, and was sailing well. It 
looked like the contest could just be 
opening up. 

On the second day, Monday, John 
Coles was still towing buoys around in 
the early afternoon. The race finally got 
underway and this time the Royal Cape 
entry, MBS challenger, got the gun, but 
they had managed to bang someone en 
route, and flew an "I" flag, which 
knocked 20 percent off their points, 
earning them a sixth place. Once again it 
was a tight race, but with more fluky 
winds. Again Zeekoe Vlei came in second 
which put them nicely on top of the 
points table. 

There were a couple of protests, and 
some unpleasant mutterings, the sort of 
thing that takes the gloss off a regatta, 
and keep the protest committee sitting 
into the late hours. But given that there 
are no discards allowed in Lipton, it is 
probably inevitable that there are going 
to be a few scraps since so much effort 
had been put into getting there in the 
first place. There were a few more squab
bles during the week. 

If Zeekoe Vlei were sitting with the 
most points, they nearly blew it the next 
day, tacking off at the start onto the 
wrong side of the course. They were 
1 7th around the top mark and in good 
company with Hermanus who were also 
way down the fleet. Hermanus managed 
to pull back to sixth place, and Zeekoe 
Vlei worked themselves back to a very 
creditable seventh place. The honours 
went to Royal Cape, who were out in 
front all the way, with second place to 
Hobie sailor Allan Lawrence on the Hout 
Bay boat Maxtec. Sternagel on Raeburn 
Stainless came through again to take 
third place, with the Algoa Bay entry 
ECL Challenger, skippered by Michael 
Giles fourth. 

The Algoa Bay sailors had been 
putting in quite a bit of practise, which 
showed itself in the regatta, with three 
fourths, two fifths and an eighth placing. 

There was a nice innovation after the 
race, a press conference, which allowed 
the scribes to put questions to the top ten 
skippers as to how the race had gone. 
But with just two of us hacks there, it was 
a little bit daunting. 

In the light southerly the following 
day, Zeekoe Vlei grabbed the lead and 
held it comfortably, with Hermanus sec
ond and Royal Cape third, with very little 
position changing. Allan Lawrence on 
Maxtec sailed a hard race to come sec
ond over the line, only to learn they had 
been over the line at the start, which 
rather spoiled their day. 

But the press conference brought out 
the difficulties facing the bridge. On a 
question of whether there had been a 
bias on the start line, the view was that 
the course was very one-sided, which had 
been accentuated by a port-biased start. 

Langebaan Yacht Club commodore, 
Jannie Uys, who shared race officer 
duties with Viv James, said they had laid 
the line to take the tide into account, and 
noted that only two people had been 
over the line. 

But, the sailors pointed out, the prob
lem was that there were two winds on 
the course, a sea breeze and a lagoon 
breeze. Boats staying inshore gained by a 
vast margin over those that tacked out to 
sea. That tended to rule out close racing, 
and inevitably there was a tendency for 
the pin boat to win the race. With clear 
air at the head of the fleet, King noted, it 
was a question of reading the shifts and 
gradually increasing their lead. 

This made it much clearer why the pin 
was so crowded all week. In virtually 
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PEDESTAL 607/6 ORCA 
The head and the foot of the pedestal are made of chilled aluminium 
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tlhen proceeded to expand their lead to 
almost embarrassing proportions. The 
only threat to their lead came from a 
whale frolicking in the bay. 

Meek and Davis each managed to get 
tangled up in unworkable positions, while 
Transvaal Yacht Club's Francesca, skip
pered by David Rae, came through as the 
blow increased to take second place. 

It was then I noticed what was miss
ing. The big red marker buoys were plain 
and unadorned. In previous years they 
sported the Joko emblem, but the "tea 
bags" were no longer there. Now part of 
Unifoods, Joko had said they were with
drawing from the sponsorship, and had 
ldt the decals off this year. But finally on 
prize-giving night the company said the 
buzz of the event was too good to give 
up. 

Martin Schultz and Geoff Meek could not keep up their winning streak after race one. 

Since it was the tea trade that led to 
"tea clippers" and fast sailing ships, it 
would be difficult to have The Cup with
out Lipton. Sir Thomas would turn in his 
grave.J, 

every race the start was crucial. 
In the penultimate race Greg Davis 

and Royal Cape's MBS Challenger again 
took the lead. With an un-needed restart 
in the first race, when they had thought 
they were over the line, and the collision 
in the second, they needed a win if they 
were to stay in contention. Lying second, 
Meek and Martin Schultz on Sigma 
Coatings needed that placing, and for 
most of the race it looked as if Algoa 
Bay's ECL Challenger would hold 
Zeekoe Vlei usefully back in fourth place, 
but King managed to slip through to 
third, even though they had slipped back 
to sixth at one stage. 

- Zeekoe Vlei, Hermanus and Royal 
Cape. Zeekoe Vlei took the start and 

By the final start there were just one
and-a-half points separating the three top 
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Zeekoe Vlei YC 
Royal Cape YC 
Hermanus YC 
Algoa Bay YC 
Lake Deneys YC 
East London YC 
Transvaal YC 

Langebaan YC 
Deneysville YC 
University Natal YC 
Point YC 

Chris King 

Greg Davis 

M Schultz/G Meek 
Michael Giles 

Ewald Sternagel 
Tony Allen 

David Rae 

Doug Alison 

Herbert Karolius 
P Jolly/N Tocknell 
lain Park-Ross 

RESULTS 
Dalys Insurance 2 2 7 
MBS Challenger 6 11 1 
Sigma Coatings 1 5 6 
ECL Chollenger 5 8 4 
Raeburn Stainless 3 18 3 
Latimers Landing 4 3 9 
Fransesca 12 11 14 
Sturrock Shipping 7 6 17 
Radio Actiue 9 12 10 
UNYC Galactica 18 14 5 
Megafreight Seruices 11 9 11 
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Make a safe investment with unll1:Jc 
Suppliers of Marine Safety Equipment 
liferofts Water and Rations 
Survival Suits Parachute and Hand Held Flores 
Thermal Protective Aids Smoke Floats 
Lifejockets and lights Hydrostatic Release Units 

PORTFOLIO COMMUNICATIONS I""' 
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Servicing uf safety equipment 
in a Depairtment of Transport 

approved station. 

a 
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Telephone: 
DURBAN (031) 259481 
CAPE TOWN (021) 5115504 

1 3 1 
3 1 5 
2 2 7 
5 4 4 
4 7 2 

pms 5 13 
6 14 3 

12 16 10 
16 8 16 
10 12 12 
15 19 6 


