
It's been a number of years since 
have been involved in the Lipton 
Cup Challenge, and what did strike 
me was the intensity with which 
most teams approached the regatta, 
which is only good for the sport. 

Whilst at the outset it looked as if all 
the boats were identical, it was easy to 
identify the faster boats on the water, nor
mally as a result of the way they are set 
up. There were many grumblings in the 
evenings about significant weight differ
ences and even positioning of keels. 

During the managers' meetings every 
morning, technicalities were the order of 
the day, a lasting one in my mind was the 
positioning of the sponsor's decal to the 
last millimetre. By the end of the week I 
was questioning in my own mind whether 
the priority shouldn't perhaps have been 
focused on the class association, with spe
cific reference to critically important fac
tors like weight differences, measurements 
and the like. These issues should be sorted 
out in time for the next challenge, so that 
these arguments, which apparently have 
been discussed before, are resolved as a 
top priority. 

The sailing waters in 
Langebaan/Saldanha were excellent for 
these small yachts and the regatta was 
held in perfect weather conditions. The 
first day was an exception, as the race was 
started in an easterly wind which could 
even have held, as it seemed settled 
enough, or at worst gone to the 
north/north east. But, the wind being 
what it is, decided to drop for some time 

and then switch 160 degrees to the west, 
much to the chagrin of the earlier leading 
boats, some who had gambled to the 
south of the leg and some to the north. 
This time the middle paid, and the 
favourites were obviously not happy with 
their lowly results at the start of such a 
prestigious regatta. 

Regrettably the rules at this stage were 
such that the race could neither be short
ened nor abandoned, which might have 
been an option for the race officer had he 
been allowed. At the subsequent managers 
meeting these rules were changed to allow 
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the race officer more discretion. I would 
have thought that after all the past chal
lenges, this issue would have long since 
been resolved. 

Langebaan Yacht Club were the hosts 
with Club Mykonos providing the venue. 
Club Mykonos has a wonderful support 
facility in the harbour as well as an enter
tainment facility. Francois Stemmet, the 
Marina Manager was as helpful as ever 
and this made it a pleasure for the crews 
to prepare their boats. 

The entertainment and after sailing 
socialising was shared between Langebaan 
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Read volts and amps from 
two battery banks on one 
meter. 
■ Large easy to read display 
■ High accuracy 
■ Volts to .01 volt 
■ Amps to .1 amp 
■ Amp reading positive(+) & 

negative (-) 
■ Reads charge & discharge 
■ One meter for 6 functions 
■ Range: 

Amps -199.9 to 199.9 
Volts Oto 19.99 

■ Higher amperage and 24v 
versions available on request 

8498.00 

Unit comprises 
■ 2 Gas sensors ■ Solenoid shut off valve 
■ Main control panel (compact L 100xW70xD50mm) 

OPERATION: ON-"ValveOpen" 
window illuminates. 
■ "Gas Leak" window illuminates. 
■ Solenoid automatically shuts off gas supply. 
■ Alarm sounds. 
■ Activated sensor indicated. 
■ Reset - Simply off & Back on 
■ 12 Volt unit 8889.00 

Call in & see us at:- Fenton Road, Durban Tel. (031) 307 1214 Fax.(031) 307 1318 Prices include VAT 
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Yacht Club and Club Mykonos and proved 
to be most enjoyable and well attended, 
notwithstanding ... one broken fibia, one 
scrummiger disappearing through a win
dow and a complaint by one of the com
petitors in the Miss Lipton Competition (in 
drag) about unfair competition!! 

One of the big pluses of having a regat
ta in a small town with convenient accom
modation (municipal bungalows in 
Langebaan and the Kalivas at Club 
Mykonos) is that there are very few other 
distractions in the area which helps build 
tremendous team spirit and camaraderie 
between the yachtsmen and supporters. 

The daily press and electronic media 
have covered the day to day results ade
quately, and the results are now history, 
but once more, congratulations to Chris 
King and his ZVYC team on a job incredi
bly well done. 

As an outsider looking in, it would 
appear that apart from Chris' obvious sail
ing skills, his concentration level is greater 
than others, and when faced with critical 
decisions he does not get flustered, and if 
not always in the right position with 
regard to the fleet, he recovers to get him
self there with the minimum of mistakes. 

During both the WP L26 
Championships and the Lipton Cup, there 
were about six boats doing consistently 
well. If one looks at the composition of 
the teams, Chris King and Greg Davis are 
seasoned campaigners, but were chased 
very hard by some really skilled young 
sailors which can only auger well for the 
future. Steve Golliker, Malcolm Hall and 
Michael Giles performed exceptionally 
well, and look to have a very bright future. 
· It will take a number of years before 
the political.and economic situation in the 
country is resolved, but by then they will 
be well placed for professionally organised 
and funded Olympic, America's Cup or 
international racing campaigns. 

On the sponsorship of individual 
yachts, it was noted that more and more 
teams were conscious of the need to con
duct their sponsorship in a professional 
manner as far as the amateur code allows. 
Without singling out the good and bag, I 
would like to use FBYC's sponsorship by 
Addis as an example of what can be done 
in terms of hospitality caravan/tent, inter
team entertainment, press, VIP guests, 
point of sail merchandising and last but 
not least product awareness displays. 
Perhaps in the future, an area could be set 
aside to form a village for all teams to use, 
but obviously only if desired for this pur
pose. 

In all sports, team clothing is a must 
and yachting should not be the exception -
whether on the water or ashore in the 
evening. 

In conclusion, I felt the organisation of 
the event as well as the racing was of a 
very high standard. For me personally, as 
a team manager, it was a most enjoyable 
week, albeit sometimes tense during rac
ing, made all the more rewarding working 
with a highly motivated and skilled team. J, 

RESULTS 
1 ZEEKOEVLEI YC Chris King 139 
2 ROYAL CAPE YC Greg Davis 122,5 
3 UCTYC Hall/Golliker 116,25 
4= HERMANUSYC Martin Schultz 107 
4= ALGOABAYYC Michael Giles 107 
6 HOUTBAYYC George Amoils 106,25 
7= EAST LONDON YC John Sheppard 96 
7= GORDONS BAY YC Martin Lambrecht 96 
9 ROYAL NATAL YC Craig Lanham-Love 95 
10 LANGEBAAN YC Doug Alison 94,25 
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' ] These days, one of the most 
1 '/ ' important things about buying 

•• . new sails 1s getting good 
. value for your money. 

NORTH SAILS offers three distincl product lines 
(Coastal. Offshore and Premier) for sailors who 
use their boats primarily for cruising. To help 
you determine which sails would be best for 
your particular needs, we have designed the 
following questionnaire about your boat and 
cruising experience. Check the answers that 
besl describe you and your boat, then follow 
the instructions at the end of the questionnaire. 
A. What is the size of your boat? 

□ 1. less than 35 feet D 2 35-50 feet D 3. Over 50 leet. 

8. How would you describe your sailing skills? 
O1.Fundamental 02 faperienced DJ.Expert 

C. How often would you buy a new mainsail for your boat? 
□ 1. Once every8 years or more □ 2. 0nceevery4-7 years 

□ 3. Onceevery3yearsor less 

D. Whatpercentageolyoursallingtimeisspentracing? 
□ 1. Less than 10% □ 2 10-30% DJ. More than 30% 

E. How many people normally sail in your crew? 
□ 1.Fewerthan4 02.4-6 □ 3.Morethan6 

F. How much of your time do you spend sailing mre 
than 10 miles from shore? 
□ I.Less than 10% □ 2. 10-40% □ More than 40% 

Add up the six numbers you have checked and 
see where you fit in the table below. Remember. 
this is a quick guide. You will undoubtedly have 
other needs and questions that should be dis
cussed with your local Norlh Sails repre
sentative. 

Total Recommended 
points product line 

6-9 Coastal 

9-16 Offshore 

16-18 Premier 

Before you buy, take the 
time to answer a few 

questions. 
Norths three-tiered 

product range allows 
you to customize 

any sail to suit 
your particular 

" boat, budget and 
sailing style. 

Our Coast.al Cruising Line is for daysailors 
and weekend cruisers with small or 
medium-sized boats. These sails are 
designed to provide good performance. 
sound durability and easy handling. yet 
they're surprisingly affordable. 

•Offll,ore 
Our Offshore Cruising Line is intended for 
all types of cruising in medium-sized boats. 
These sails are great for coastal as well as 
offshore sailing in a wide range of wind 
conditions. They provide a great balance of 
durability, value and speed. 

North's Premier Cruising Line offers the 
very best sails you can buy. providing the 
ultimate in performance, durability. 
appearance and prestige. They are designed 
for larger yachts and all types of sailing 
from coastal to bluewater cruising. 

• 

Ourab1hty1s avery 1mportantcomponentofeveryNonh sail 'M11ch 1s whyweopt1m1zesa1lcloth panel layoutandconstruchon details 10 

successful boats in the recent Whitbread and oHshore singlehanded races Now that s durab1hty1 
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The Smart Choice , 
NORTH LOFTS s 
CAPE TOWN: First Floor, Island Centre, Paarden Eiland, PO Box 543 Paarden Eiland 7420 

Telephone (021) 511-2154 Fax (021) S101266 
DURBAN 33 Winder Slreet, Durban 4001 Telephone (031) 32-3624 Fax (031 )32-1606 

REPAIRS ALSO AT: JHB: TEXWISE Tel. (011) 888-3812 Brett van Royen (011)728 S3S7 
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