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Annual Laser Slalom 
WHEN the wind blows easterly on the north 
coast of Natal. it makes offshore sailing 
bumpy and uncomfortable in a dinghy, and 
Bay sailing is patchy because of the shipping 
and harbour obstructions. so there is really 
only one place to be when it blows easterly, 
and that is at Dudley Pringle Dam at 
Tongaat. which has a long "tunnel" aimed 
north-eastward which funnels the wind into 

The start of Dave Herridge's near 
disaster during the semi-final. 

an accelerated passage of air. Even light 
days tend to be good at Pringle, provided it 
is orth-Easterly. 

The Laser slalom was held on just such a 
day except that the weather gods decided to 
put in a few gusts, which when accelerated 
by the funnel tended to make sailing 
exciting. 

The course was laid right in the passage of 

The latter stages of the near disaster 
which Herridge skilfully turned into a 
devastating gybe and mark rounding. 

The moment of truth as both finalists are released from the start boat to begin 
their windward legs. 
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air by Bruce McCurrach and Brian Bentley, 
and it consisted of eight tacks to windward 
between marks and eight gybes to leeward 
over the same marks. Two rows of buoys 
were laid and racing was of the "man· on 
man" variety, so that by a process of elimi
nation. SO Laser skippers were whittled 
down to two. 

The event was sponsored by Barlows and 
hosted by the Maidstone Sailing club. 

1 n the semi-final, Donald Alexander, 
Dave Herridge, Nicky Korving and Graham 
Dibb clashed, with Herridge and Dibb 
moving through to the final. 

A point of interest to note at this stage 
was that, this year, skippers on the whole, 
are setting the sail with a very tight foot, 
whereas last year, the loose foot seemed to 
be the popular setup. When one considers 
that, in an event of this type, one is tacking 
every twenty or thirty yards, you would think 
that a loose foot and slightly less tight 
cunningham and kicker would be the right 
way, to go as acceleration from each tack 
rather than pointing ability would be an 
important factor. 

Although both finalists sported pretty 
taut sails, their styles were different to wind
ward with Herridge looking for power and 
acceleration just off the wind at each tack, 
while Dibb opted for staying up high and 
shortening the distance travelled. On the 
first windward leg. there was no difference 
between them as they rounded the top mark 
and began their eight gybes back. At the lee
ward mark. Herridge had opened about a 
metre on Dibb. but the next windward leg 
clinched it for Herridge as his slightly off
wind tactic paid off, and he arrived at the 
windward mark about half-a-beat ahead of 
Dibb, (some 8 metres). On the final return 
leg to the leeward mark, executing 8 gybes 
each, Dibb picked up 2 metres, with 
Herridge either relaxing, comfortable in his 
lead, or remembering a disastrous near
capsize while gybing in the semi-final. So 
overall, Herridge crossed the finish line a 
scant S metres ahead of Dibb, thereby 
showing the form and stamina that he has 
cultivated since his trip to the Laser Worlds 
last year. 

As the Laser Association are hoping to 
send a four-man team to this year's Worlds', 
Dave Herridge must be one of the top con
tenders for a team spot. 

The Round the Island race (not to be con
fused with the one on Vaal Dam), then took 
place with the whole fleet participating, and 
let me assure you, fifty Lasers contesting 
water at a first mark that was not quite to 
windward, is quite a problem. Mark 
Eglington and Nigel Stevenson led at this 
stage. The fleet then rounded the island and 
turned up-river to the top mark. Althogh 
there was a fair amount of position changing 
on the run back, the eventual winner was 
Mark Eglington, Nigel Stevens second and 
Richard Parker third. 
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Every now and then, I receive a book from 
a publisher to review, and I have just re
ceived a magnificent volume from McGraw
Hill entitled, "Sailing the Great Races". It 
has been compiled by Robin Burton, who is 
himself an experienced seaman. The book 
gives first-hand accounts of all the thrills of 
ocean racing as seen through the eyes of 
some of the best-known yachtsmen in 
competition today. You learn how it feels to 
combat mo_nsoon conditions, giant icebergs, 
and most mteresting of all, how the lone 
sailor comes to terms with the solitude of the 
open sea in the single-handed races. 

A special section reveals how the design of 
hulls and rigging for yachts and multi
hulls has evolved to it's present efficiency 
and sophistication. · 

There are over 175 superb colour photo
graphs which illustrate the craft, crews and 
moments of action which make yachting the 
superb sport it is. 

Take my word for it, this is one of the best 
books I have ever seen on yachting. I 
thoroughly recommend every enthusiastic 
yachtsm~n_to buy it, and at it's price of only 
Rl2,SO, 1t 1s an absolute bargain because it 
is also a big format book, that is, it measures 
30cm x 24cm. 

To find out where to buy it, call McGraw
Hill at Johannesburg 361181 and speak to 
Mrs Nelson. Do it, you will be delighted. 
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ELVSTROM 
SAILS 

YOUR SAILMAKER 
MANUFACTURERS OF SA~S 

-FOR-

RACING KEELBOATS 
CRUISING KEELBOATS 
RACING DINGHIES 
CRUISING DINGHIES 
CATAMARANS 
SAILBOARDS 

- YOUNAMEIT
PHONE ONE OF THE LOFTS 

FOR A QUOTE. 

DURBAN: 378718(031) 
CAPE TOWN: 228194 (021) 

JOHANNESBURG: 403531 (011) 
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