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129 Boats on the 
spacious lawns 
above the 
launching beach. 

Blaine Dodds sailing for Defence sailed a 
magnificent regatta to emerge as the 1981 
Robie 14 National Champion. But for two 
poor finishes - a 15th and a 21st in 
virtually windless conditions, Dodds 
achieved an incredible seven firsts and one 
third place in ten starts. Colin Hancox in 
second spot finished with 29,5 points, 6,25 
points behind Dodds. 

The Southern Sun Hobie Nationals 
attracted 85 Hobie 14's and 44 Hobie l6's. 
The Regatta started on Monday, July 13 and 
ran through the week until Saturday, July 
18. 

Because of the size of the Hobie 14 fleet, it 
was split into 4 groups - A.B.C. and D. -
each flying a different coloured ribbon from 
specified sail battens. Each group to sail 
against one another alternating each race. It 
was hoped to sail twelve races in all, the six 
races from Monday to Wednesday, to count 
as qualifiers. Fron1 Thursday to Saturday 
the Hobie fleet would be split with the top 
40% (34) skippers sailing in the National 
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Championships. The balance of the skippers 
would be sailing in a plate event. 

The Hobie 16's were to sail a total of nine 
races if possible, Thursday July 16 to be kept 
free for any possible resails. 

The P.E. Beach Yacht Club, the host 
Club, were easily able to accommodate the 
129 boats on the spacious lawns above the 
launching beach. The addition of a large 
marquee tent catered for the overflow from 
the clubhouse. 

At eleven thi1ty on Monday, the first races 
started in a brisk South Westerly with the 
wind gsting to well over 40 knots. Survival 
became the order of the day for many 
skippers and the rescue boats were kept 
busy. 

The Hobie 14 A versus B fleet race was 
won by Colin Hancox with only 17 boats 
finishing. The C versus D fleet race was won 
by Michael Collier with 18 boats finishing. 

The Hobie 16's really battled - only 10 
boats finishing. Alex Fisher experienced real 

dram a when son Bernard became entangled 
in the trapeze wires underneath their 
overturned craft. After a heroic battle with 
Alex keeping a semi-conscious· Bernard's 
head above water, they were rescued. 

Sean Ferry sailing with Mark Tomalin 
was the first 16 home. 

Tuesday July 14 
The conditions light and cool and racin,g 

started at 11 a.m. in the IA's A versus C 
fleets Craig Ryall came in first. The B versus 
D fleets produced the first of Blaine Dodds' 
many first placings. 

On the l6's Walter van Gool and Andrew 
Wilson finished first. The third race, the 
light conditions persisted and the Hobie 14 
B versus C fleets saw Paul Thomas home in 
first place. "Blaine Dodds really began to 
show his class and recorded his second win 
of the day. On the Hobie 16's, Eric Cook 
came frist followed by Clive Flederman. 

Wednesday July 15 
The fourth race of the series started at 10 

a.m. The Hobie 14 D versus C fleet saw 
Blaine Dodds once again in the number one 
spot. Colin Hancox emerged first in the A 
versus B fleets race. The Hobie 16 race was 
won by _Bernard and Alex Fisher. 

The fifth race was sailed back to back 
with race four. Blaine Dodds again showed 
the rest of the fleet a clean pair of heels in 
the Hobie 14 B versus D Fleet race. The A 
versus C fleet race was won by Warren 
Collier. 

On Hobie I 6's, first home was Geoff 
Teasdale, followed by Eric Cook. 

The sixth race started at 3,26 in extremely 
light conditions. Gerard Koper showed that 
he is still very much a force to be reckoned 
with and sailed a very well judged race to pip 
William Edwards at the finish in the B 
versus C fleets race. Michael Collier proved 
that he isn't only a heavy weather sailor by 
coming first in A versus D fleet. For Blaine 
Dodds, the wheels came off and he came in 
15th! 

On the I 6's Geoff Teasdale was first 
followed by Clive Flederman. 

The cumulative points at the end o,f"the 
6th race were as follows: 
Hobie 14 Gross Points 
Blaine Dodds 21 
Gerard Koper 19¾ 
Colin Hancox 221/2 
David Kruytt 26 
Warren Collier 43¾ 
Michael Collier 411/2 

William Edwards 44 
Paul Thomas 41¾ 

With Discard 
6 

11¾ 
14½ 

15 
21¾ 
241/2 

25 
27¾ 

At this stage the fleet was split with the 
first 34 making up the 'A' fleet, they would 
be sailing for the Championships. 

Robie 16 Gross Points 
Lewis Hewitt 
Max Lippstreu 
Walter van Goo! 
Geoff Teasdale 
Clive Flederman 

Thursday July Vi 

59 
68 

73¾ 
711/2 

82 

With Discard 
29 
41 

45¾ 

47½ 
60 

Conditions again were extremely light 
with frequent wind shifts. Blaine Doddls and 
Mike Collier, after making fairly reasonable 
starts anticipated the Westerly coming 
through and sailed into a hole - they could 
only manage a 21st and a 25th respectively. 

Warren Collier won the 'A' fleet: race 
followed by Jan Tukker and John Pet. 

The 'B' fleet race was won by Paul van 
Rijswijck. The wind began to pep up and the 
next race started in a moderate to strong 
South Westerly. There was plenty of 
excitement at the gybe mark with Hobies 
upended everywhere, spectacular spills were 
the order of the day. 

Unfortunately the marks drifted and the 
race was abandoned - much to Michael 
Collier and William Edwards' disappoint
ment. 

Friday July 17 
Conditions were perfect with a light South 

Westerly wind flattening the bay. Racing got 
under way at 10.30. Blaine Dodds got back 
into gear and recorded his fifth win of the 
series. Colin Hancox, <Serald Koper, 
William Edwards and Michael Collier 
followed him home. 

In the 'B' fleet, Gideon Scott was first to 
finish. 

The ninth race saw Blaine Dodds once 
again storming home to a fine first place 
with Colin Hancox second. Mush Hide, 
Gerard Koper. and Michael Collier were 
next to finish. 

The 'B' Fleet race saw another win for 
Gideon Scott. 

For the Hobie 16's this was the seventh 
race of their series and Peter Jeffery took the 
gun followed by Robbie Johnst.one. 

The tenth race of the Hobie 14 series and 
the third of the day saw Blaine Dodds 
accomplish a hat trick of wins. William 
Edwards was second with Colin Hancox, 
Mush Hide and Michael Collier in the next 
three places. The Hobie 'B' Fleet race was 
won by Sid Lippstreu. 

On the Hobie 16's, first home was Clive 
Flederman with Gordon Monsen second 
and Bernard Fisher third. 

Saturday July 18 
The day sta1ted out fine with a very light 

wind. This however dropped and the racing 
called off for the day. 

The final results for the regatta: 

Skipper Gross Points Net Points 
Blaine Dodds 44,25 23.25 
Colin Hancox 42,50 29,50 
Gerard Koper 51.75 35.75 
William Edwards 61.00 42,00 
Michael Collier 81,50 56.50 
David Kruyt 75,00 58,00 
Paul Thomas 79.75 65.75 
Warren Collier 88,50 66.50 
Mush Hide 91.00 73.00 
Colin Whitehead 110,00 92.00 

The first six skippers will represent South 
Africa at the Hobk 14 Worlds. 

Robie 16 results: 
Skipper 
Lewis Hewitt 
Clive Flederman 
Walter van Goo! 
Eric Cook 
Mox Lippstreu 
Geoff Teasdale 
Peter Jeffery 
Bernard Fisher 
Gordon Monsen 
Bruce Jacobs 

Gross Points 
74 
95.75 
86,75 

108.75 
93,00 
90.5 

110.75 
119.75 
103.00 
113 

Robie 14 'B' Fleet 

Net Points 
44 
50.75 
58,75 
63,75 
66.00 
66,5 
74,75 
74.75 
78.00 
85.00 

Gideon Scott ................. 104.50 pts. 
Mark Sebo .................. 129,00 pts. 
Lionel Hartley ................ 130,00 pts. 
Paul van Rijswijck ........... 130.75 pts. 
Sid Lippstreu ................ 138. 75 pts. 

The consensus from the competitors was 
that this organisation of the Championships 
was first class. The fun events - Hobie 
Olympics also helped to get people to know 
each other - the most popular of these 
events being the chug-a-lug - where some 
of the girls really surprised everybody!!! 
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