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INDIAN OCEAN RACING CIRCUIT 
WILBUR ELLIS V ASCO DA GAMA 

RACE: 

With 32 Entries and 28 starters this year, 
the Wilbur Ellis Vasco Da Gama race is fast 
becommlng one of the countries top Ocean 
races. 

As this year's event was part of the South 
African Festival Games, there were funds 
available to assist yachts from other ports. 
Unfortunately there was not much support 
from the yachtsmen in the centres, and only 
two yachts from Cape Town competed. We 
were privileged to have Wesbank compete, 
and as a complete contrast the Navy entered 
Brightwater Fox. 

The start was unfortunately a breathless 
affair, with the first competitor crossing the 
line 45 minutes after the start gun had been 
fired. Very little can be said of the 
seamanship at the start as only Magic 
Carpet dropped an anchor to avoid drifting 
back in the current. It took a long while for 
other competitors to do the same, and by 
then it was too late as they had already 
drifted at least 300 metres back from the 
line. 

By sunset the fleet was truly spread out 
with Wesbank leading the fleet, followed by 
Sensation and Take Five who were having a 
keen tussle. Behind them was Magic Carpet 
who had Transformer hot on her transom. 
Unfortunately for Transformer she broke 
her steering chain shortly after sunset and 
had to spend a few hours repairing it. 

In the early hours of the morning the wind 
really piped up to unmanagable speeds, and 
spinnakers were quickly doused and head
sails poled out. 

This storm did not last too long and by 
sunrise the wind had moderated enough for 
spinnakers to be hoisted again. Throughout 
the morning the wind became very light and 
combined with the sloppy sea made it 
difficult to fly spinnakers. 

With the barometer dropping it was 
inevitable that the dreaded South Wester 
would blow before the race was over. By 
1400 hours on the second day the westerly 
began to make its appearance forcing the 
fleet to fetch along the coast for a while until 
the wind increased in strength making a 
true beat. 

The front runners were all between the 
finish and East London at this stage, whilst 
the rest of the fleet was stretched out way 
along the coast. 

Wesbank took line honours in a time of 
32 hours and 27 second followed 3½ hours 
later by Sensation. From here there was a 
break of nearly 2½ hours before Gunnadoo 
an RCOD finished. She was 5 minutes 
ahead of Take Five and the Farr 38, who in 
turn was 6 minutes ahead of Magic Carpet. 

This was a really sterling effort on Andy 
Lawrence's behalf as he had taken a gamble 
by going 40 miles out to sea to pick up the 
best current. He obviously knew more than 
anyone else, as his tactics paid off 

handsomely. 
The South Wester really took it's toll 

amongst the non-IOR fleet as only 6 of the 
13 starters finished within the time limit. 
Only one yacht had damage, the rest either 
ran back to Durban, or plodded on to East 
London to finish well outside tfie time limit. 

Whilst in the Bashee River area, Tyche 
had rudder problems, and was ably assisted 
by Pursuit and Johalli. Pursuit was in the 
area when this happened and assisted them 
until Johalli arrived and took them in tow 
with their powerful motor. 

It is encouraging that in this competitive 
world of ours we still have Yachtsmen 
prepared to withdraw from a race to help 
others in trouble. 

As usual the East London Yacht Club put 
on an extremely good reception for the 
competitors, serving hot meals to all 
finishers at any time of the day or night. 
With the yachts mooring so far away from 
the club, the hard work put in by the 
Imperial Car Hire ladies who taxied 
competitors in their mini-bus was well 
appreciated. Without them, the competitors 
would not have been able to come and go as 
freely as they did. 

Overall Results IOR 
1. Magic Carpet 
2. Brightwater Fox 
3. Sensation 
4. Shaya Moya 
5. Tranformer 
6. Black Magic 
7. Red Amber 
8. Wesbank 
10. Force8 

Non IOR 
1. Gunnadoo 
2. Origin 
3. Take Five 
4. Pursuit 
5. Standfast 

D. Cox 
G. De Beyer 
N. Bailey 
B. Tocknell 
K. Wade-Lehman 
P. Steinhardt 
A. Hurter 
R. Glanville 
J. Smith 

A. Lawrence 
·D. Spalding 
G. Smith 
C. Bonnet 
D. Grant 

EAST LONDON - PORT ELIZABETH 
RACE. 

After a rather hectic V asco prize giving the 
previous evening a fleet of 12 yachts set off 
to race to Port Elizabeth In a strong North 
Easter. 

There was some confusion at the start as 
the rounding mark that should have been 1 
kilometre to windward had drifted and 
became an extention of the start line. Once 
this had been located, the fleet reached off 
to the mark and headed down the coast. 

With the South Wester having blown the 
previous day, and the North Easter gusting 
up to 40 knots, the seas were confused. 
Despite this, a number of competitors 
decided to fly spinnakers much to their 
detriment. 

Rubicon the new One Tonner skippered 
by Siggie Eicholz was the first to broach, but 
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without any damage. She subsequently 
dropped her spinnaker and ran with twin 
head sails. 

Brightwater Fox was not so fortunate 
when she broached, bending her rudder 
shaft. She had to retire back to East London 
with only a few hours of the race having 
been sailed. 

The next to go was Wesbank. She lost her 
rudder completely, and also retired back to 
East London, steering on her sail settings 
only. 

The Two RCOD'S Guinevere and The
kwini headed out to sea. Whilst most of the 
fleet took the rhumb line. 

With U1e prevailing conditions, the fleet 
all flew headsails, nearly all using twin 
headsails. From discussions after the race it 
seems as if the Durban Yacht Transformer 
was the only one to pole out a single 
headsail, in fact she vanged out a full main, 
and poled out her number 2. With this rig 
she did a lot of surfing and put many miles 
under her keel very quickly. 

On nearing Bird Island the whole fleet 
decided to go around the Island. For most 
they left the decision to gybe for Port 
Elizabeth too late, whilst Transformer 
gybed immediately after the Island and 
headed in. 

Once in the Bay the wind moderated, and 
spinnakers were quickly hoisted. The final 
few miles were spent beating to the finish 
where Transformer took line honours in 
a record time for the down run. Second was 
Rubicon and third was Telcontar a Lav
ranos 36. 

Mention must be made of Keith Roger
Lund and his crew who competed in their 
Sweet Pea 'Pie'. Although rather wet and 
uncomfortable, they actually had an exhi
lerating run which whet their appetite for 
ocean sailing as this was their first Ocean 
Race between Ports. 

Results: 
Line Honours (Benjamin Bowring 
Floating Trophy) 
1. Transformer 
2. Rubicon 
3. Telcontar 

T. Clarence 
S. Eicholz 

IOR (Dally Dispatch Trophy) 
1. Transformer T. Clarence 
2. Pie K. Roger-Lund 
3. Sunseeker K. Ensor-Smith 

ELYC Handicap (Johnson & Johnson 
'5 minute gun' trophy.) 
1. Pie K. Roger-Lund 
2. Thekwini P. Phillips 
3. Transformer T. Clarence. 

HUNTS KADETT WEEK 

Having completed the Vasco da Gama.Race 
and the East London to Port Elizabeth 
Race, it was extremely dissappointlng to 
arrive at Kadett Week to find so few entries, 
especially In the IOR Divisions. 

With the promises of a good fleet and stiff 

Results 
IOR 1 
1. Transformer 

1. Transformer 
2. Pegasus 
3. Rubicon 

IOR II 

I. Mini Mouse 
2. Pie 
3. Sunseeker 

Cruising Class 
· 1. Red Rose 

Speed way 
2. Gay Tehani 
3. Wotan 

T. Clarence 
F. Loots 
S. Eicholz 

L. lngval 
K. Roger-Lund 
K. Ensor-Smith . 

D. Wright 
G. Webber 
L. Lees 

competition now dashed, it was up to the 
few competitors to ensure that the racing 
was of a high standard. As time went by it 
was plainly obvious as to why the entries 
were so poor, especially as after last year 
there had been promises of olympic courses, 
but these unfortunately never materialised 
and the usual ABYC box courses were set. 

The first race was started in a light 
Easterly wind which gradually picked up 
throughout the race to nearly 25 knots. The 
flat Algoa Bay waters provided some superb 
sailing especially at the front of the fleet. 
Siggie Eicholz's new One Tonner Rubicon 
eventually took line honours after a shakey 
start, but not far enough ahead to beat 
Transformer on corrected time. 

In the IOR II Division, Mini Mouse 
skippered by Ludde Ingval of UCTYC 
dominated this fleet and won convincingly. 

Race Two was started in a good Easterly 
wind with the fleet well reefed down. 
Transformer led the fleet from the begin
ning until the final box where Rubicon 
managed to break through and take line 
honours again. Towards the end of the race 
the wind began to moderate, and reefs as 
well as spinnakers were shaken out. 
Transformer was second over the line and 
again took the race on corrected time. 

Mini Mouse again dominated her fleet, 
crossing the line a massive 20 minutes ahead 
of her nearest rival. 

After two days of good wind, it was too 
much to expect the third, and after 
wallowing well into the afternoon the days 
racing was abandoned until the following 
day. 

Once again the wind was extremely light, 
and at times it was doubtful whether the 
fleet would average 2 knots. Pegasus with 
Frans Loots at the helm revelled in these 
conditions and pushed Rubicon all the way 
around the course, finishing 3½ minutes 
behind her and taking the race on corrected 
time with Transformer second. 

Again Mini Mouse won hands down 
without any challenge from her rivals. 

For the long distance race all the 
competitors had to sail around the buoys 
first before sailing their respective ways. The 
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Transformer and Pegasus, both Peter
son JJ's. show what close racing is all 
about. 

!OR Division 1 yachts then sailed to Bird 
Island, back to the notorius 'Coke Cain,' St 
Croix Island and back to the finish at 
'Coke Can!' The other two classes did two 
circuits to St Croix and back. 

Winds on the way to Bird Island were 
fairly strong, with Rubicon being the first to 
round at dusk. She opted to keep a wide 
berth all the way around the Island, whilst 
Transformer who was second around took 
the North Passage route through the rocks. 
Both Pegasus and Swerwer kept a wide 
berth. Thunderstorms were part of the beat 
back to the 'Coke Can' with the winds 
altering in velocity in each squall. 

From the 'Coke Can' the wind once again 
lifted and we beat all the way to St Croix, 
with a beat back to the finish. 

Line honours went to Rubicon again 
followed by Transformer 40 minutes )later. 

Overall the regatta was good, but lacked 
the competitors for it be classified as a 
tough, competative event. The bridge work 
was impeccable thanks to Dot and Dennis 
Lown, but the courses must in fututre be 
Olympic Courses with a committee boat and 
not a shore start and finish. Without 
Olympic courses this event will not attract 
outside competition, as the ABYC box 
courses have too many fetching legs which 
turn the legs into soldiers courses. · 

The long distance race caused some 
discontent amongst the ranks who felt that 
there should be a marker boat at both St. 
Croix and Bird Islands to round, rather than 
the islands which turned the race into a 
Navigation Exercise rather than a race. 

Another point that many skippers; criti
cized was the fact that yachts were allowed 
to sail either in the IOR division without a 
valid Measurement Certificate, or were 
allowed to sail in the cruising class when 
they had a valid certificate! 

Overall the regatta was enjoyable, and 
with a little effort could establish itself as 
one of the major regattas in the country. 

PORT ELIZABETH - EAST LONDON 

This race was the final race in the IndJan 
Ocean Racing Circuit and attracted 16 

competitors. 
Once again the winds were light at the 

start, with the leaders only sailing out of 
Algoa Bay well after dark. The start was 
rather choatic, as Tyche got into irons on the 
start line with a minute to go. Much 
screaming and shouting ensued, and a recall 
was fired as three boats were over the line. 

With the Easterly wind blowing, it looked 
like a long beat to East London. Once out of 
the Bay the wind increased in speed and 
gusted up to 30 knots. Fortunately the seas 
were not too big. As always on this stretch of 
the coast the current played a major part in 
tactics. There was only one option open to 
competitors, and that was to stay close in, 
but those who really sailed into-the back-line 
were rewarded with a long gaining leg up the 
coast. 

After 24 hours at sea, and beating all the 
way it came as no surprise over the radio to 
hear that yachts were retiring and running 
back to Port Elizabeth. 

The last 15 miles from Cave Rock to East 
London were the worst, as this is where the 
current was pushing the hardest. 

When Rubicon finished, Transformer was 
12 miles from the finish, yet it took her 5 
hours to complete this final leg. This similar 
story was borne out by nearly all the 
competitors once they had finished. 

Unfortunately for some, they were still 
beating up the coast during prize-giving, 
and again the Sweet Pea 'Pie' with Keith 
Roger-Lund at the helm braved the condi
tions and finished in a good time. 

Results 
Line Honours 
1. Rubicon 
2. Transformer 
3. Telecontar 

IOR 
1. Rubicon 
2. Transformer 
3. Swerwer 

Cruising Class 
1. Telcontar 
2. Southern Comfort 
3. Thekwini 

Conclusion 
-The Indian Ocean Racing Circuit can 

only become more popular with time, as in 
three weeks and 1000 miles of sailing (from 
Durban to Durban), competitors are treated 
to long distance Port to Port racing, 
Medium distance racing and Round the 
buoys racing. All kinds of conditions are 
experienced in these races, from gales to 
absolute drifters. 

With Algoa Bay having the best sailing 
water in the country, this is all the more 
reason for Kadett Week to become one of 
the major regattas on the calendar and be 
the venue where the countries top yachtmen 
can compete on totally neutral water. 

For this to happen, and the Indian Ocean 
Racing Cricuit to succeed, we need to see 
some small, yet important changes to 
Kadett Week. ·9 ('.J:~• .,, 
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