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now down to 24.6, courtesy of IOR Mark 
IIIA. With SORC's old age allowance, Hood 
hit the starting line at 23.81 At around 
18,000 pounds and 38 feet in length, that's a 
pretty big boat rating between Half and 
Three Quarter Toni The fact that, to 
windward in smooth water, he goes just 
about as fast as a current One Tonner 
means that the lighter boats really have to 
skid off the wind to save their time. While 
the old age allowance is usually thought of 
as a way to compensate for old sails, out of 
date gear, and a calcified crew, none of these 
were glaringly apparent aboard Robin, as 
you can well imagine. Unfortunately, she 
lost her rig in the hard run to Nassau, which 
put paid her chances for Circuit or class 
victory. Instead, it looks as though Right 
On, a Van de Stadt Three Quarter Tonner, 
winner of the last three races, will wind up 
taking Class E. My own adventures on my 
One Ton design, Hot Flash, were a bit of a 
disappointment. On the second race of the 
series, the long race from St. Pete to Ft. 
Lauderdale, we lost the rig in a jibe. Very 
exciting stuffl As it's impossible to win a 
race with yout rig in the water, we buried it 

As I write this, the V asco da Gama Race 
from Durban to East London Is about to 
begin, and a record number of entries has 
been received. 

After that wonderful decade of sailingup 
to LM every July, gorging on prawns, and 
racing back to Durban, no one could be 
blamed if a few years ago when East London 
was chosen as a substitute destination, 

there was not a great deal of enthusiasm. 
The first Vasco to East London was sailed in 
1977 and atti;acted only 4 entries. Each year 
a larger and better fleet has teen attracted 
culminating in this years record. And what a 
super race this has become, no prawns 
perhaps, but what a welcome in East 
London. Every yacht is met at whatever time 
she arrives, and the entire crew is whisked 
off to· a hot shower and a piping hot meal 
cooked by the East London Yacht Club 
ladies! 

And the course itself is a real challenge. 
Tactics play a major part and the corr~ct 
course last year probably won't be the way to 

at sea and motored into Key West, ending 
Hot Flash's ride to glory. 

Vis-a-vis the rule, there were a number of 
rather amusing sights in the SORC fleet. 
Since I went to Florida to sail and have a 
good time, I avoided talking about 'The 
Rule' except with glass in hand. It was eye 
opening to see a couple of boats built in 
Florida for the Circuit having such hard 
bumps at the B measurement points that 
they looked like someone inside might have 
stuck their elbows against the topsides while 
the boats were being laminated. Chief Mea
surer for the USYRU, Mark Vinbury, spent 
about ten days in and around St. Petersburg 
_doing a bit of watchdogging on the SORC 
fleet, and solved quite a few measurement 
problems which could have become really 
sore points later on. However, I did notice, 
just a day or two after Mark left, a rather 
interesting interpretation of 'fixed' inside 
ballast. Walking along the dock chatting 
with German Frers, we came upon some 
lead ingots in a pile about 3½ feet long, 10 
or 12 inches wide, and a bit more than a 
foot high. It appears that this ton or so of 
inside ballast had been 'fixed' in the boat for 
measurement, but was now 'unfixed' or 
perhaps 'fixed' to the dock. I assume that it 

limit) plus an extra 4 knots from the current. 
The picture has been reversed. Sometimes it 
will pay to be inshore, sometimes it won't! 

.9f cour~e, the .ideal could .. happe-9" a 
North Easterly all the way. If one is 
confident the wind won't drop or change 
direction, set the spinnaker and head out for 
the Current! However, if the weather wants 
a bit of fun, it may lay on a South Westerely 
gale. Now what? Do we face the large wind 
against current waves to make use of the 
Mozambique current, or go inshore and 
forfeit the help from the current in order to 
get smoother water? You tell me! Only one 
thing is certain, by the time you read this we 
will all know which course was the one to 
take for 1981. 

Co1nments 
q 

by DAVID COX 

go this year. It's.autumn, and those lovely Circuit Winner 
winter evening offshore breezes (the "kite Last year, Nancy P:ece-Jones, Managerss 
fisherman's breeze") m~y have started to of Wilbur Ellis Durban suggested that a 
blow ... on the other hand, they might not system be devised utilizing recognised South 
have started yet. So, when nightfall comes African events such as Rothmans Week, 
does one go inshore to get the land breeze, Algoa Bay Week, Mainstay Week, the 
or stay out to use the fast flowing Agulhas Race, the Vasco da Gama Race 
Mozambique Current? If the land breeze · and possibly the Sea Harvest Race, which 
blows and extends only a mile or two out to. would yield a Circuit Winner or Champion. 
sea, the yacht sailing alongside the backline The system will work roughly along the Jines 
may be reaching along at 6. knots, while the that to be eligible a skipper must compete in 
yacht becalmed in the current may be borne say two recognised "Weeks" and one 
along at 4 knots over the ground. Increase recognised "distance race". CASA Natal 
the strength of the land breeze and it could actively pursued this suggestion, and Dur
penetrate 5 or 6 miles out to sea. In this case ban's John Renniw and Cape Town's Dennis 
the yacht close inshore may be doing 6½ Woodward have drawn up a very interesting 
knots, while the yacht 5 miles out may do 4 and practical set of rules. Write to CASA for 
knots through the water (diminished str- a copy. The 1981 Vasco Race is the first 
ength of breeze as it reaches its seaward qualifying race for this circuit. 
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was subsequently 'refixed' in the.boat in the 
original location. Some things you just have 
to take on faith. 

A new Two Tonner from Newport 
Offshore was riveted and glued together in 
the manner of aircraft rather than the more 
usual welding. Andy MacGowan of Newport 
Offshore is certain this saves an incredible 
amount of weight in fairing compound used 
on welded boats to smooth out the 
distortions from the welding heat. I have no 
doubt that we will see earnest competition 
between the riveters and gluers on one side 
and the welders and bonders on the other to 
produce the lightest, fairest, fastest of them 
all. One assumes the glue is waterproof. 

On a much more serious note, I was very 
saddened to hear that Jack Nights had 
passed away. I had the pleasure of meeting 
Jack more than twenty years ago, _sailing in 
the Finn Cfass,when he came over to this 
country. His 'Scans the Racing Scene' and 
'Sail Mail' were always informative and, 
even more importantly, served to poke and 
prod at the Establishment, rocking the boat 
with intelligence, vigour, and magnificent 
wit. Many of us will miss him as a friend, 
and all of us will miss his contributions to 
the sport. .., ·<:i::::i. a... 

IOR Measuring 
The shock news that the overall winner of 

the American SORC has had her IOR 
certifi~ate rey9ke<J, ancl that tbree .. other top ... 
boats had major errors resulting in two cases 
of rating increases of over 1ft will send 
ripples through offshore sailing around the 
world. Two of these boats have also lost their 
Admiral's Cup beths as members of the US 
Teams. No doubt pre Admiral's Cuy checks 
are going to be very stringent this year! 

How does this affect us here in South 
Africa! Well, it highlights the fact that 
owners participating in events such as 
Rothmans Week, Mainstay Week, the 
Minister's Cup and others should be totally 
famjliar with their responsibility under the 
Rule.' I don't mean everyone must be a 
mathematical genius, but a skipper must 
know whether he must be inclined with 
water tanks full or empty, the diesel tank 
must be full, certain sails must be aboard 
and in specified positions. He must know 
the sail limitation rules, what he may or may 
not move (anchors and chain for instance) 
while racing. Inclination Tests must be done 
in smooth water and no wind or the figures 
obtained will bear no relation to the truth! 

I am not knocking our Measurers in any 
way, over the last ten years they have done a 
sterling job, in fact they deserve more than a 
bouquet! What I am saying is that skippers 
and owners must play their part in the 
measuring process to ensure that South 
African boats are measured to the highest 
calibre. This will avoid many headaches and 
will benefit boats going to Ton Cup 
overseas, and hopefully to the Admiral's 
Cup in years to come. The IOR is doing 
good job of rating ocean racers, let's make 
sure our boats are correctly rated and then 
let's get on with the real job ... Beating the 
other fellows on the race course! ,Ill ~--"'-

by Mike McFarlane 
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Cruising or racing? Most people have to 
decide where their priorities lie. At best a 
compromise, no-win situation. Two Johan
nesburg-based company directors did get 
the best of both worlds. They bought one 
yacht for cruising and one for racing . .. still 
a compromise you'll say. It's true, one yacht 
was finished and fitted out to luxurious 
standards for cruising and the other was a 
stripped out shell. Both yachts share, 
however, the same hull and deck moulding. 
Which brings us to the point, Cape Vickers 
yachts have successfuly launched the first 
two of five 41' boats currently on order. 

The Vickers 41 is a development of 
Lavranos' Archangel, Nutcracker Sensation 
designs.She will rate IOR 2 ton. The Vickers 
41 is not just a "round-the-cans" racer. In 
fact her forte will be the longer ocean race. 
By modern standrds she is of moderate 
displacemer..t and not at all extreme in any 
area, so she should do well in most 
conditions. 

Cape Vickers Yachts is owned and run by 
Fritz Kremnitzer with the able help of his 
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brother and their families. Fritz served his 
time in Europe and has extensive experience 
in wood and GRP boat building. His 
experience is reflected in the quality of the 
mould and the hull which I saw at this yard. 
Three months' work and over RJ0,000 
(materials and labour costs) went into the 
preparation of the plug for the female 
mould. The plug was constructed in C-tlex 
and was, in fact, the first hull, sold to one of 
the directors mentioned above. When the 
mould was finished it reflected the miri'or
like, ripple-free qualities of the plug. Based 
on that and the generally high standards 
they observed, the directors ordered their 
second yacht - a racer. In the meantime a 
Swedish gentleman (whose name I have no 
intention of even trying to spell, much less 
pronounce), saw the plug/yacht and order
ed, paid for and took delivery of a finished 
yacht, hull n. 1, from the mould. 

Two more orders quickly followed as word 
got around about the high standards of 
Cape Vickers products. This was the 
situation at the time of writing, however, 

RACING NE~--

Fritz is confident that at least 3 more orders 
will follow before too long. The Swedish 
owner is based in Europe and had much 
praise for the Vickers 41. As the Swede is 
taking hi~ yacht home, and one other 
prospective buyer is based in Germany, this 
could be the start of a thriving export 
business. 

It is extremely risky for a yachting 
correspondent to stick his neck out and 
make predictions or recommendations be
cause, yachts and yachting being what they 
are, the facts often get mixed up with the 
gut-feel or subjective feelings. of the writer. 
But the facts are that the design by Lavranos 
is very good, first-class and thoughtfully laid 
out on the interior. The specification and 
layout of the deck fittings is equally good. 

Layup is pretty much standard but very 
solid and well executed. The deck is a 
balsa-core sandwich. General attention to 
detail is good with an especially brilliant 
finish. 

Fritz says he does not believe in release 
agents as they leave marks on the gel-coat 
no matter how carefully applied. Instead, 
the inside of the mould is highly polished 
with a wax polish. The polish itself acts as a 
release agent as well as giving that superb 
finish. It does mean that there is a lot of 
extra work for the builder though. Every 
time a hull is released the mould has to be 
cleaned out 100% and re-polished. "It is 
worth the effort," says Fritz, "I believe that 
we are capable of building yachts to as good 
a standard as the Finns." Fritz went on to 
explain that he thought the Swans by 
Nan°tor were the finest boats in the world. It 
is his ambition to build yachts which would 
be up there on the n. 1 pedestal with them. 
It is for this reason that Fritz channels all 
his energy into building and finishing his 
yachts. A further clue to his philosophy was 
gained when I asked if he was importing his 
own fittings. "No! You cannot be an expert, 
in the truest ser.s,:;, i11 all things. I rely on the 
advice and knowledge of experts in those 
areas to match my experience in building. 
You get a better yacht that way."' 

If one wants Swan-like qualities one will 
pay Swan-like prices, I thought. Yes and no, 
it is cheaper to build to Swan quality here in 
South Africa than in Europe. The Vickers 
41 is not a cheap yacht by any means, but 
you would pay a lot more for her in Europe. 
Fritz is planning some modifications to the 
interior. This will reduce the price for those 
who want high quality but not necessarily a 
whole-wood interior. Moulds are to be made 
so that fibreglass interior linings can be 
installed in modular form. These will be 
teak-trimmed. The effect will not be quite as 
stunning as the all-wood finish, but certainly 
on a par with most top-of-the-line yachts. 

Those in the market for a better than 
average Racer/Cruiser or plain Racer at the 
2-Ton level can reach Fritz at 826-1581 or go 
along to the yard at- 46, Yaldwyn Road, 
Driefontein. You can also write to Cape 
Vickers Yachts, P.O. Box 1494, Kempton 
Park 1620. 
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