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Should the Fastnet have been stopped? 

By PETER D VENPORT, SHARON CHURCHER 
and CHRISTOPHER WHITE 

S DARl(NESS fell over the 
Wester 1 A __ ro c s last night, 

a d heiico te s 
ued an i creasingly 

s e ·ate sea c f o eight yachts 
acco t d for from the 

o ce-p o flof l a th t w s t e 
FasL et c ~ 

Already 15 yachtsmen wer,2 dead and 22 
yachts were either abandoned or on the 
bottom of the ocean. 

Probably the vast majority of the missing boats 
and their combined crews of perhaps 50 are safe. 
They could have sailed into deep waters to avoid 
the worst of the vicious seas, or managed to creep 
into Irish harbours, or still be racing. 

But as the waves spewed up into a new frenzy as 
another storm hit the area, no-one could say how many 
have urvived. Mr Ted Heath, who contrary to early 
report managed to complete the course, limped home 
into Plymouth last night. 

Bruised and shaken, the former Prime Ministet 
declareu: 'It was very frightening-the sort of thing you 
would never want to experience again- We were fighting 
mas ive seas. It was the worst experiience I have ever 
had.' 

Mr Heath said his yacht Morning Cloud had been 
knocked down by the wind. 'In those conditions,' he went 
on 'we kept the minimum of crew on the deck. We had 
four. They were heavily strapped in but they were flung 
against the pulpit, the rail around the stern.' 

Few who have made it to safe harbour were prepared 
to disagree with that verdict. But even before the fate of 
the la t of the 335 vessels in the race had been establish-2d, 
the post-mortem on this awesome tragedy was already 
underway. 

The yachting world itself, normally close-mouthed 
and exclusive, wa split into two camps. On the one hand 
were those who ay that ocean racing is a dangerous 
sport and that everyone who takes part is aware of 
what they are letting themselves in for. 

On the other were those who say that yacht designers 
have compromised safety for speed and that many of the 
yachtsmen were too inexperienced to handle unusually 
rough weather. 

Former Admiral's Cup skipper Michaiel Stephens 
represented tihe first camp. 'This tragedy was entirely 
due to freak conditions,' he said. 'Boats of the highest 
design would go out of control in seas of that size.' 

Mr Alan Green secretary of the Royal Ocean Racing 

T ·ril to Page 2, Col. 1 
Safe at Plymouth-Mr Edward Heath unwinds with a beer after bringing 

his yacht Morning Cloud home through the storm. 

Nkomo 
gets VIP 
London 

gr 
By JOHN DICI IE 

Diplomatic Correspondei1t 

GUERILLA leader Joshua 
Nkomo was personally 
handed an invitation to 
the new Rhodesia con
ference by a senior 
Foreign Office official 
when he arrived at 
London Airport, it was 
revealed last night. 

Mr Nkomo, who was ignored 
by Foreign Secretary Lord 
Carrington at the openino- of 
the Commom ealth Summit 
in Lusaka a fortnight ago, 
received VIP treatment when 
he flew from Rumania to 
London on Tuesday. 

ai e 
After strenuous attempts to 

contact Mr Nkom~ in Cairo 
and then Bucharest, the 
Foreign Office official waited 
at Heathrow to greet the 
Rhodesian nationalist and 
deliver the foTmal invitation 
to the conference opening at 
Lancaster House · on Septem
ber 10. 

Mr Nkomo made no com
ment on the 11-point outlin 
of proposals for a new con
stitution, but promised to give 
them serious study. 

He is meeting his Patriotic 
Front partner Mr Robert 
Mugabe in Africa this week
end before attending a session 
of the five Frontline states at 
Dar es Salaam under Tan
zania's President Nyerere. 

Zimbabwe Rhodesia's Prem
ier, Bishop Muzorewa gave his 
expected acceptance to the 
conference invitation in 
Salisbury. 


