
Birthday C~ll from Rio 
THREE hours after the Cape 

· yacht Elegance sailed into 
Rio on Monday, the skipper's 
wife, Mrs. Cora Gregory, of 
Pinelands, was. just uncorking 
the bubbly at home to cele
brate the birthday of her hus
band, when the "birthday boy" 
'phoned- all the way from Rio. 

Mrs. Gregory told the Cape 
Times yesterday that she and 
family friends were at her 
house in Pinelands to .toast the 
45th birthday of her husband 
when the telephone rang. 

"It was just after 7 p.m. We 
, didn't even know if Ele1ance 

had reached Rio. Imagine my 
utter amazement when the tele
phone tinkled and it was my 
husband. It was the most thrill
ing moment of my life." 

·Mrs. Gregory said that not 
having ·seen her husband for 
nearly six weeks · added to the 
mood of the moment. She made 
a "pretty poor show of the con
versation. I just burst into .tears 
and he had to keep telling me 
to speak up," she said. 

The gaff ketch. owned by 
Doug Kruger, of Pretoria, and 
navigated by Peter Peiser, of 
Cape Town, aailed .fnto Rio 37. 

days after the Cape 'rown start. 
Elegance was in the news 

about mid-way when she came 
alongside stricken Stbrmkaap 
in trouble with a damaged 
steering gear. After the two 
skippers, Dave Abromowitz, of 
.Stormkaap, and Alan Gregory, 
discussed the damage, Storm
kaap headed for St. Helena, and 
Elegance agreed to sail along a 
latitude which would keep her 
in radio touch should help be 
needed. 

Abromowitz telephoned Mrs. 
Gregory at her home on Mon
day after his yacht arrived in 

Cape Town on board the Resur
gent, a Royal Navy ship. He 
told her how much the crew 
of Stormkaap appreciated the 
consideration and costly time 
given by Elegance to help his 
stricken yacht. 

Elegance fini shed wi th a six
day handicap. Her owner, Mr. 
Kruger, also on board, also 
celebrated his 48th birthday 
yesterday. As skipper Gregory 
told his wife: "Our greatest 
birtl1day joy was to see Ele
gance cross the line. Nothing 
could have been more reward· 
ing.!l 
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