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J AKARANDA'S sailing time 

from her second Cape Town 
departure shows how close the 
Bester brothers were to putting 
a South African yacht first across 
the line in the first Rio race. 

Handicapped by a damaged 
rudder and forced to restrict 
speed, the crew still managed a 
23i·day crossing which compared 
well with the sailing time of the 
1bulk of the fleet. This can be 
used only as a form pointer, her 
elapsed time for the race is 
nearly 31 days and nothing can 
alter it, .but form is important. 

A fair conclusion is that, with 
their boat in top trim, this crew 
could match the best and would 
have sailed into the first three 
over the line. 

Most of the present crew will 
be on Jakaranda with Bruce 
Dalling as she follows ocean rac· 
ing round the world and meets 
the best in the world. Every 
meeting with a fellow Rio race 
competitor will have something 
pen;onal about it for the crew 
and the results will always have 
a note of "what might have 
been" about them . 

• • • 

Birthday boys 
FOR at least three of the crew 

the arrival date had special 
significance. Richard Bertie's 21st 
birthday was on the 17th, "Dupe" 
du Plooy, though well past his 
2lst, had a birthday on the same 
day and Cliff Leih, of Simons. 
town, reaches his 42nd birthday 
on the 21st of this month. 

If all these and the yacht's j 
arrival were bunched into one 
celebration only Rio would be 
big enough to contain it-but 
nobody will begrudge this crew 
some relaxation . 

• • • 

Sport booming 
']_'HESE are only three of the 

many South Africans for 
whom the Rio race has ·been a 
taste of world-class ocean racing. 
They have experienced a sport 
which is booming on the appeal 
of matching man's competence 
and nature's ingenu ity. 

The opponents are the compet· 
ing yachts and the material 
rewards are negligible. The real 
appeal is in taking on wind, 
weather and water as partners 

• and forming a eombination which 
· is more efficient than any other 
similar partnerships in the same 
race. 

How well South Africans can 
do this will be shown as South 
African yachts compete in races 
in the United States and Europe 
and start to build up world repu
tations like those they have in 
other 1ports. 


