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to UI( ketch 
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From ROGER WILLIAMS 
in the guardsbip Tafelberg 

PROMINENT yachtsmen in 
the Cape-Rio race paid tri· 

bute yesterday to Robin Knox. 
Johnston and Leslie Williams, 
joint skippers of British ketch 
Ocean Spirit which was the 
first boat to cross the finishing 
line on Monday. 

Springbok helmsman Bruce 
Dailing who knows both men 
well said: "All in Jakaranda 
congratulate Les and Bob on a 
great achievement.'' 

Dailing said this had on the 
whole been a slow race in light 
sailing conditions, and getting 
a big yacht like Ocean Spirit 
across the line in 23 days by 

1 making use of these conditions 
reflected skill and tenacity of 
an extremely high order. 

"These are two great charac· 
ters-and two very tough guy 
to beat," he added. 

DESERVING WIN ERS 
On board the best·placed 

South African yacht Albatro 
II. crewman Brian Lello said: 
··we feel these chaps in Oc an 

pirit are deserving winners of 
lline honour . They've worked 
hard for this and ha\'e obvi
ously had a tough and gruelling 
ta k getting Ocean Spirit 
aero s the line in such good 
time." 

Lello aid Albatro. was in 
fairly decent wind yesterday 
morning and the crew felt the 
Knysna loop wa still in a 
favourable po ition to take 
overall honour . 

But there were s till 400 nues 
to go to Rio and with fickle 
and unpredicted weather it was 
now a case of hoping for the 
best. 

In a radio chat with Tafel
berg at 11 a.m. South African 
time, Loi Killam, skipper of 
the Canadian ketch Graybeard. 
said he was within yards of 
finish line and barely moving 
i n dense fog. 

Meanwhile, Tafelberg con· 
tinues to move about among 
the main body of the Cape-Rio 
fleet, the tail-end of which i 
till some 1 200 miles from the 

finI h . 
A I ~rite we are omm up 

to two yac:ht - the Mozam
bique sloop Adamastor and 

what appears to be Voortrekker 
on the horizon. 

On Monday we saw Westw:ind 
and Active, both of the Royal 
Cape Yacht Club and both 
making their first landfall by 
sighting Tr inidade Island. 
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