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Qio:EA1 . SPIRIT. racing 

into Rio on the north· 

east trades, is being eailed by 

her joint o w n er s Robin 

Knox-Johnston and Leslie 

Williams. two of the moet 

de d iea te d and ambitious 

yachtsmen in the world. 

Their known ability will reflect 
tremendous credit on any kip· 1 

per who manages to pa s them I 
in the last stretch and this alone 
will put an extra zest into the 
arrival of the line honour 
leaders. 

The sudden nse of daily dis· 
tances i a sure sign of the pres
sure piled on their craft by 
crews rejoicing in a yachtsman's 
wind at last. 

Williams and Knox-Johnston 
however, are as hard-driving a 
pair as any and, if stamina will 
put them over the line first, they 
can sapply it. 

Knox.Johnston holds the 
honour of the first non-stop 
single-handed circumnavigation 
under sail and they have a yacht 
which they intend to race into 
world leadership. 

'SHAKEDOl , ' 
The key to . her present per· 

formance probably lies in her 
voyage from Malta through 
Gibralter to the Cape and the 
opportunity it gave for brmgmg 
the boat into full racing trim. 

This was her rea I .. shake
down" cruise after the gruelling 
Round Britain race and a hurried 
scramble down to Malta to lie 
.becalmed in the Middle Sea race. 
I does nat seem that any of that 
long voyage was wasted. 

Ocean Spirit is the first of the 
Ocean 71 class from the same 
yard as the whale-stricken 
Pionier, another first and thus 
bearing the name of the class. 

In gpite of initial and running 
costs, seven of the Ocean 71 cla s 
were on the order books by the 
time Ocean Spirit reached Cape 
Town. 

Most of these, however, were 
in the luxury version, far 
removed from and nearly double 
the price of the austere Ocean 
Spirit. 

Space heating, private suites, 
solar lounges and kitchens to 
requirements are som·e of the 
features of the "super" model 
but if winning ocean races is 
what is wanted Ocean Spirit has I 
most of what it takes. I 


