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IN -RIO FINISH 
Five-yacht dash 
f o.r line honours 

From ROGER WILLIAMS 
in the guardship Tafelherg 'g ·J -7/ 

D AY AND NIGHT watch is being kept from the island of Basa, near the 
entrance to Guanabara Bay and Rio de Janeiro as leaders in the Cape· 

to-Rio race approach the finish line. 
After three weeks of fair

iweather sailing, a •lasMap duel 
is t a k i n g place 'between 
Britain 's Ocean Spirit and 
Argentme Naval yawl Fortuna, 
with Graybeard (Canada), Pen 
Duick III (France) and Stormy 
(Holland) hot on their heels. 

First yachts should cros11 the 
.ftniSh line, between Rasa aJ.ld 
Redondo isluds, !Ome time 
to-day if they had not done so 
late 'last ·night. 

Although onone of these 
yachts might stand a chance of 
winning on handicap, rheir 
skippers will be setting great 
store on taking line honours. 

Lol Killiam, 'Of Graybeard, 
for instance, told me before 
the race that he was not so 
much interested in this placing 
on corrected time. "I am only 
concerned with being among 
the first bunch to cross the line 
at Rio," he said. 

We went up close to watch 
Graybeard and Pen Duick pack 
on full sail to try to outpace 
each 'Other and catch Oc!ean 
Spirit on Friday ewning. I.Uer 
we were treated to the stirring 
spectacle of Kees Bruynzeel 
getting every bit of speed pos· 
sible out of hill 51-ft. ketch 
Stormy as she h~ded into the 
setting sun on Saturday at 10 
knots or more. 

Tafelberg was tbeo on an 
o p p o s i t e tourse and we 
watched ifrom \her bridge as 
Stormy swept past with iher 
clipperJbow clea'\Jing a calm sea 
under a huge red, white and 
blue-striped spinnaker. 

Could surprise 
As in the ea~ of .Graybeard 

•and Pen Duick. we pve the 
Dutch ketch a siren salute. 
Her crew acknowledged our 
greetings by sounding their 
foghorn and waving . 

. A'lso ~n at the kiH, although 
we are not certain of their 
!l'elative positions, are two 
other French yac'hts, Raph and 
Striana, either of which could 
well pull a surprise at the 
finish line. 

We are now once more in 
the vicinity of the lonely island 
'Of Trinidad-1ast milestone, as 
i t were, on this nee which is 
one of the longe~t ocean con· 
tests in the world. 
· Leading yachts are now to 
the west of us. We are stand-

• ing iby to 1hear who is going 
to take '1ine honours and sail 
triumphantly into Rio Yacht 
Club in the ilee of Sugarloaf 
M:ountain. 
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