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RIO DE JANEIRO. - Owners 
and "support crews" - wives 
and relatives of sailing crews
of the ships sailing the Capc
to-Rio ·race, gathered in grow
ing tension at Rio Yacht Club 
yesterday as the end of the 
3 500·mile (5 600 km) race 
came in sight. 

Dr. Jan Dommisse, Mayor of 
Cape Town, arrived on Satur· 
day with a group of South 
African fans. Yesterday, Mr. 
Auclair, owner of the French 
ketch Striana, and Doug Phea· 
sant. ·manager of the South 
African sloop Mercury, could 
be seen huddled over a plotting 
grid positioning their ships by 
estimates based on the lah;st 
placing information received 
24 hours before. 

Official information from the 
Brazilian Navy, doing guard· 
ship service, was expected 
later in the day. If speeds 
were maintained, it seemed 
safe to say the "British ketch 
Ocean Spirit and Argentina's. 
Naval Academy yawl Fortuna 
would be the first over the 
finish line. 

But it seemed equally cer-
. tain that the leader of the 
Buenos Aires-Rio race would 
cross before the Cape-to-Rio 
leader. 

NOT FAIR 
The U.S. yacht Ondine was 

yesterday reported still well 
ahead in the 1 200-mile 
(1940-km) Buenos Aires-Rio 
race. She was reported to be 
near enough to arrive by early 
evening. 

But the wind was not hold· 
ing fair as leaders of both 
races were nearing the tricky 
patches of capricious sea. 

Meanwhile, the Rio Yacht 
Club welcoming committees 
were working overtime. The 
club's ".Hawaiian Night" pre· 
carnival ball, tradit ionally held 
on February 12, was expecting 
an attendance of 2 500 people. 

Held around the club's 
night-lit swimming pool sur
rounded by palm and coconut 
trees, it is the only truly 
tropical carnivalesque dance 
held in this teaming city. 
Guests wear scanty Hawaiian 
costumes. 

FOREll'AISTE 
Club officials said resenca· 

tions for ' participants of the 
two races and tourists from 
South Africa, France, Argen
tina and the USA had already 
reached the 1 500 mark. 

Though the ·carnival itself 
does not begin till Febr.uary 
20, Rio is already deep in pre· 
ca1•:iival preparations. 

The "support crews", news· 
men and others here for the 
two yacht races have already 
had a taste of wqat lies in 
tore when Rio's justly famed 

four-day revelry really gets 
under way.-(Sapa-Reuter.) 
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