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From ROGER WILLIAMS 
in the guardship Tafelherg 

o~E Till~G IS FOR SURE at this stage in the Cape· 
to-Rio race-fancied French helmsman Eric Tabar)y 

is not going to finish in 20 days as he had hoped. But 
there is every chance that he is going to pi1• Ocean 

Spirit and other leaders to 
the post by skilful man· 
oeuvring of his ingeni· 
ously designed schooner 
Pen Duick III, in which 
he has won a number of 
ocean-racing c I a s sic s , 
including the Sydney•tO-
Hobarl event. 
He has a formidable opponent 

in Robin Knox.Johnston in Ocean 
Spirit, who like Tabarly is regar· 
ded as one of the world's most 
outstanding small-boat sailors. 

It looks as though we are in 
for an exciting week-end. 

Tafelberg yesterday morning 
was following closely in the wake 
of the leading yachts. 

The two lighthouses on the 
remote and rugged island of 
Trinidade winked at UB dn the 
pre·dawn darkness, about 25 
miles to starboard. 

Trinidade, an arid mass of vol· ! 
canic origin more than 700 miles 1 

from Rio, was the first land we 
have seen since leaving Cape ; 
Town on January 16, and we also 1 
saw our first seabirds in more I 
than two weeks. 

SECOND WAVE 
Late on Thursday we passed 

the Johannesbur~ yacht Golden 
City, which with the German 
entry Jan Pott appeared to be 
leading the second wave of boats 
approaching R10. 

She was then about 300 miles 
astern of the leaders, but was 
going strongly in a brisk east
erly wind. 

Skipper David Butler, his Boe
Jng pilot navigator Bob Tainton 
and four other crew waved as 
we went by. 

Yachts in the first wave-For· 
tuna, Raph, Graybeard, Pen 
Duick III. Stormy and Striana, 
with Albatros 11 falling back at 
the southern end-were packing 
on every 11titch of sail in an 
effort to catch Ocean Spirit, 
about 80 miles out front. 

Leaders were coming into the 
north-east trade·wind corridor 
with the promise of a good final 
run into Rio, which could take 
the fir&t yacht across the finish
ing line at the earliest on Sun· 
day. This would be 22 days from 
the start. 

H KNOTS 
In a radio chat with Tafelberg 

yesterday morning, Lol Killam, 
skipper of the Canadian ketch 
Graybeard, uid that for short 
periods on Thursday he was 
moving at 14 knots, which is 
exceptionally fast for any yacht. 

He said this speed was attained 
on a ftat surface and not while 
surfing in swells. 
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