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~E most d ifficult part of 
the h andicapping and 

time-correction system used 
for ocean racing is trying to 
explain it hriefl and clearly. 

A yacht" pos ible average 
peed depends on her waterline 

length. More waterline means 
more speed and a formula con· 
verts length in fee t to speed in 
knots. Other fe atures, however, 
add to or subtract from tha t pos· 
s ible speed to each boat has a 
"rated" waterline calculated 
from a mass of measurements of 
her hull, sail and rig 

This is her "rating" and 
includes propeller an d old age 
allowances if they apply. 

A rating can be changed only 
by major changes in the impor· 
tant measurements. 

* USING the formula and the 
rated length, a basic speed 

factor is worked out and only 
changed if the rating changes. 

·Race offi cials take an estimated 
sailing distance for the course 
and, from the basic speed of each 
boat, fin d out how long each will 
t ake to sail the course. One boat 
is then taken as datum boat and 
the figure by hich all other 
boats' estimated times m t be 
multiplied to adjust them to th1. 
boat's time are calculated and 
called Time Correction Factors. 

Th is gives every boa .a r hance 
to win on corrected time but, if 
all boats ail a predict d, all 
boats will win on corrected time 
and the han dicapper has a real 
p roblem. 

Time correction factor for a 
r ace are on! ' changed if penal · 
ties are imposed for breaches of 
the sailing instructions. sually 
the penalty i a small percentage 
i ncrease of the boat' Time Cor· 
r ection Factor. 

Sailing dinghies an d t h e 
ri.e:idly controlled one-design off. 
shore classes have no need for 
this rating system of handicaps 
but. fo r the multitude of ocean 
racing designs, it is remarkably 
fair and practical. 


