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T11E weather experts have 
at last come into their 

own-the Cape-to-Rio yachts 
which relied on the meteor· 
ological fore c as t in the 
January " Routing Chart" 
for the area are in strong 
position • 

The chart howed the light 
variables which are now frustra
ting Mercury and Albatros II and 
passing the South African hopes 
to Bobby Bongers on Outburst '. '1 
h i slightly more northerly posi
tion . 

Al o on the chart were the 
north-west trades, which will be 
felt more and more strongly as 
the leaders close up to the coast. 

COULD BE KEY 
All boats, from whatever direc

tion, mu t cross the coastal trade 
belt, and this could be the key 
to the whole race. 

Yachts from the south are 
headed straight into the trade 
and mu t tack to-and-fro to make 
forward progress. 

Tho e from the north have the 
wind trong on the starboard 
. ide. and can hold a fast star
board tack for the next 1 OOO sea 
mile . 

Thi i the right approach to 
a course mark or the finishing 
line, because no other competi
tor can challenge the right-of
way of a starboard tack yacht. 

All this is on the assumption 
that conditions stay as they are 
for another week. The trades 
are reliable, but anything can 
happen down south. 

* TABARLY'S belated position 
report shows Pen Duick III 

well placed but trailing behind 
some competent rivals on their 
direct line for Rio. 

Sailing ability on the reach 
may not be enough to close the 
gap before one crosses the line. 

* 'fHE yach t are probably as 
widespread as they are going 

to be, and this is the point when 
'Tafelberg's job is hardest and 
the load on her crew heaviest. 

She and the men on board are 
doing a uperb job probably 
unmatched by any other navy in 
the world. 


