
Yachts nearing trades 
From Neville Peat on board 

S.A.S. Tafelberg 

FROM today, leading Kio race 
yachts on the northern route 

can expect to feel the north-east 
trades associated with weather 
patterns off the Brazilian coast. 

Consensus of opinion on bOard 
Tafelberg is that the line honours 
winner wil !arrive off Guanabara 
Bay early next week, probably 
Monday. 

At this moment Robin Knox
John.ston·s Ocean Spirit is 
well-placed to oe first home. 
She Jogged about 200 sea miles 
Ill the · last reported 24-hour 
period. 
However, flags or France, 

Canada, Argentina, Holland and 
South Africa are in a handy posl· 

tion to strike down Ocean Spirit's 
British Ensign. 

South Africa ts represented by 
sister yachts Albatros II and 
Mercury, which have chanced the 
southern route and according to 
their progress in the past two 
days, seem to have lost out. 

ln the north, though, an east
north-east wind is upping the 
pace ma rkedly. 

Yesterday Tafelberg sailed 
through the body of the fleet, 
west-bound in a steady follow
ing wind of abou• 15 knots. 
lt 11as blown new life into the 

yachts. Especially the heavy boats 
a t the front. Ocean Spirit w!ll 
pass the milestone islands or 
Trmadade and Martin Vaz today. 

According to !1er position last 
night she Intends sailing south 
of them, bendmg down to Rio 
tllerea.fter. Ten knot north-ea.stel"fl 

are forecast for that area. - 1n 
which case the northern leaders 
will be broad reacbl.ni as they 
close on Rio. 

Yesterday's cumulus clouds 
1 n d i c a t e little change 
in the direction or strength of 
the winds at this latitude. 
Judging by temperatures aboard 
Tafelberg it must be warm for 
yachtsmen in the following 
winds. Durban sloop Diana K 
has a n,ovel way of beating the 
heat. 
We overtook her yesterday 

at"ternoon sporting a blue and 
yellow spinnaker. white mainsatl 
and believe it or not, a yellow 
and green beach umbrella at 
the stern. 

Diana K was belting along at 
about eight knots tn spite of this 
unorthodox m!zZen. 
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