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~LE Alhatros II draws 
steadily away from her 

Aister ship the unseasonable 
calm which ha plagued the 
northerly route has broken 
and will change the whole 
picture among the leader • 

The big boats cho e the north 
route in hope of meeting these 
winds but they now have the job 
of proving whether or not the 
thange has come too late. 

Time for spreading out over 
the Atlantic has gone and the 
fleet will converge now on 
straight line courses for Rio 
direct with sail piled on to the 
Umit or sli~htly beyond. Winds 
can fail just a they can spring 
up suddenly and while the power 
i there it must be used. 

* QNCE again the situation 
proves how impossible it is 

for a racing-yacht crew to relax. 
.John Goodwin. out front in Alba. 
tr:os, knows that be ha much 
faster yachts eating up the miles 
between in conditions which will 
uit their rigs and the massive 

sail area which they will cram 
on. . 

He needs every ship' length 
be can win and he will work his 
ship and ere\ day and night to 
hold the last metre of hi pre ent 
le.ad. 

* IF the main mast on Albatro 
suffered much in the broach 

at the start of the race it ha 
shown no signs of it since the 
repairing session on Robben 
Island. 

John Goodwin showed his con. 
fidence in it when he cho~e to 
sail on and it looks very much 
as though his judgment was as 
sound as the mast has proved 
to be. 

*' ERIC TABARLY may have 
sailed Pen Duick Ill into 

position for what is called a 
"screaming reach" into Rio 
direct. If so there is nothing any 
other yacht can do about it 
whether his position is known or 
not. 

At the ame time an unknown 
element in an ocean race is 
never enjoyed by other competi· 
tor and certainly not by the ra e 
organizer . 

Regular po ition reports have 
a definite object. principally for 
safety, and a long period without 
reports adds to the worries of 
the race controllers. 


