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~E outh tlantic duel 
between s i I r yacht 

:Mercury and Alhatro II put 
extra and unexpected drama 
into the la t tages of the 
Cape•lo·Rio race. 

The northerly and southerly 
groups are too far apart now for 
them to enjoy, or suffer from, 
the same weather at the same 
time. 

Even if they did have the same 
conditions their courses to Rio 
are such that good weather for 
one group is bad weather for the 
other for fast sailing. 

IN SIGHT 
Mercury and Albatro II, how· 

ever, are in an entirely different 
position. Racing along within 
sight of each other, they will be 
affected equally by any weather 
change and success depends 
essentially on the men on board 
the two identical sloops. 

This means a constant watch 
by each on the other for ail or 
course change and, in fact, the 
least movement made. A crew
movement on deck might mean 
preparations for a quail which 
the other boat cannot ee but the 
extra minute gained in trimming 
for it can give the vi tal lead 
which may never be won back. 

SHREWD SKIPPER 
Bob Nuttal, Durban's man on 

Mercury, and John Goodwin, sail
ing Albatros II for the Knysna 
Thesens, are very experienced 
and both very shrewd racing 
11kippers. Neither chose the 
southern course on guesswork 
and the sound judgment which 
has got them where they are 
could hold and take them all the 
way, but the strain on both boats 
now must be terrific. 

To add to the tension these 
two now carry South Africa's 
best hopes for a resounding 
South African win on overall and 
line time of the first Rio race. 
There i the partisanship of a 
match between provinces and 
the tremendous credit owed to 
the crew which get most out of 
the matched paid of boats. 

The only feature mis ing Js 
. ,competition between designers. 

Ricus van de tadt is responsible 
for both boat .and that in itself 
is no mall victory whateve1· the 
final result, 
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