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All eyes on 
southernmost 
race leaders 

From ROGER WILLIAMS 
in the guardship Tafelherg 

THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE EXCITE,MENT on 
board Tafelberg yesterday as it became clear that 

the two southernmost yachts, Albatros II and Mercury, 
had leapt into the overall lead in the Cape·to-Rio race. 
These sister sloops, designed 

by Van de Stadt, were yesterday 
60 miles farther west than the 
northern leaders Graybeard and 
Fortuna, according to calcula
tions made on Tafe1berg's special 
race chart. 

There is a great deal of specu
lation out here about the relative 
prospects of favourable winds on 
the n o rt h er n and southern 
routes and on whose gamble is 
going to pay off in the long run. 

It appears at this stage that 
Albatros II, skippered by J ohn 
Goodwin, of Hout Bay, which is 
about 100 miles north-west of 
Mereury, is out in front by a 
small margin. 

She is about 570 miles from 
Graybeard and Fortuna, and with 
Mercury has some 1 250 miles to 
go to Rio. 

SOUTH LATER? 
We were unaible to reach Alba

tros by radio yesterday, but the 
Mercury skipper. Bob Nuttall, 
had a chat with Capt. R. C. Cou
sens of Tafel·berg who told him 
he would like to go down south 
later to be in closer touch with 
Mercury and Albatros II and 
might do this after meeting cer
tain commitments up here in the 
north. 

In a statement. Captain Cou
sens said contact had been made 
with ships of the Brazilian Navy, 
which had now assumed guard
ship duties in the race. 

Information relating to the 
race had been made available to 
them. . 

Tafelberg, he said, would con
tinue to relay news of the pro
gress of the yachts for the 
interest and benefit of the South 
African public. Tafelberg was 
sailing east yesterday among 
yachts in the mass pack, and 
so far we have passed Xanadu 
II, Voortrekker, Breezand and 
Howard Davis, whose General 
Botha Old Boys crew led by 
skipper Phil Nankin. sang a 
specially composed ditty over 
the radio telephone for the 
benefit of Tafelberg's Botha Old 
Boya, Captain Cousens and Lieut.· 

Commander J ohn Orrock, navi
gating officer . . 

In the first favourable sailing 
conditions for several days, the 
Howard Davis was making good 
progress in a 10-knot wind with 
the aid of a huge spinnaker in 
the General Botha Old Boys' 
colours- dark green and blue. 

At a church parade yesterday 
morning on board Tafelberg, 
Captain Cousens referred to the 
rescue after more than 16 hours 
of the crew of the yacht Pionier, 
which sank in mid· ocean last 
week after hitting a whale. 
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