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RIO RACE WEATHER FORECASTS 

Wind changes for 
front- runners 

By a Staff Reporter 

SOUTH AFRICA'S Albatros II and Mercury, placed second and fifth on handicap 
according to last night's computer, found themselves running into 10-knot south

westerly winds in their position south of the other front-runners today . 

I t is not the best wind they 
could have hoped for, but it 
should enable them to keep their 
course for Rio, running fairly 
close-hauled. 

Both yachts are in weather 
area Golf, which has a south
west wind forecast until 
midnight tonight. 
Albatros was farthest south of 

all the yachts that reported 
positions to guardshtp S.A.S. 
Tafelberg at 6 p.m. CS.A. time) 
yesterday. 

Here she could well find the 
current burdensome, running in 
an easterly direction, while 
Albatros wants to go west as 
fast as she can. 

ON THE BEAl\1 

Meanwhile, the north-curving 
yachts that have passed longi
tude 10 degrees west in weather 
area Foxtrot are faced by 10-knot 
southerly winds, according to 
today's forecast to the fleet. 

Again, this Is not the best 
of winds. coming as it does on 
the beam, but the northern 
front-runners should at least 
not be bothered by the current, 
which generally makes a large 
anti-clockwise curve down to 
the Brazilian coast. 
Up in the north of Foxtrot are 

Graybeard and Fortuna, with 
Ocean Spirit south of them. The 
fleet front-runner Striana is also 
in Foxtrot, but in the southern 
section. 

VARIABLE WIND 

The Foxtrot yachts are heading 
towards area Hotel, where light 
and variable windS are expected. 

If they find these winds it 
will cause some tee~h-gnashing 
for the bigger yachts that want 
good stern blows to fill their 
enormous sails. 
Yachts still in area Delta (not 

yet over longitude 10 degrees west 
and north of latitude 25 degrees 
south> are also facing light and 
variable winds, with e. more 
favourable east-south-east, five to 
10-knot wind in the northern 
section. 

The bulk of the Ileet i~ 1n Delta . 

From the archives of Richard Crockett & 
Sailing Publications. 

www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za


