
Handsome ·Fortuna 
chases Graybeard 

From ROGER WILLIAMS 
in the guardship Tafelberg 

~q.,. 71 

MAIN INTEREST out here in mid-Atlan tic is in the fortunes of Fortuna (skipper 
Cdr. M. Rivero-Kelly), t·he handsome yawl carrying th ensign of the Argentine 

Navy in the Cape-to-Rio race. 
Fortuna, the northernmost 

boat in the race, is rapidly 
overhauling the C a n a d i a n 
ket:ch Graybeard (L. Killam) 
and looks likely to lead the 
field soon. 

After leaving Graybeard on 
Wednesday we went back for 
a close look at Fortuna as she 
set about cl06ing the gap 
between herself and the Can
adian. 

Gray'beard's skipper repor· 
ted with typical dry humour 
that Fortuna had now replaced 
Ocean Spirit (R.' Knox.John· 
ston and L. Williams) as "our 
new playmate out here in the 
middle of ~e ocean". 

Skippered by nayy aviator 
· Commander Maximo Rivero. 
Kelly, Fortuna was ftying 
before a brisk south-easterly 
wind. 

The yawl was being given 
extra thrust by a large and 
unusual sail, which projects 
over one side on a boom from 
the foot of the mainmast. 

Under full sail at sea, she 
makes a striking picture. 

Ocean Spirit, which we 
passed on Wednesday night, is 
lying some 160 km (100 
miles) south-east of Graybeard 
.in the northernmost group of 
the fteet, which is advancing 
towards Rio on a westerly 
front extending some 965 km 
(600 miles). 

The Van de Stadt twins, 
Albatros II (J. Goodwin) and 
Mercury (R. G. Nutthall) , are 
close by at the southernmost 
end. 

For this reason it has been 
difficult to raise fellow Cape
to-Rio race reporter Brian 
Lello by radio in Albatros. 

Radio chit-chat in the morn
ing included several requests 
for birthday-greeting cables to 
be sent to parts of the world, 
and Robin Knox.Johnston, CO· 
skipper of Ocean Spirit, wan· 
ted to know the score in the 
England-Australia c r i c k e t 
Test. 

He added: "We would like 
t o know if we are still in our 
own Commonwealth." 
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