
11. I· 1/ 
Inspecting • l'ompu er izt'd 
position report of tht- C&Pf'-to· 
Rio rart- are (left) Mr. Gordon 
Bum Wood. t"balrman of the 
race eommlttee: ( right . back
ground) llr. )llkfi VllJoen, d lr· 
edor of the computer program· 
nlng firm producing the l'f'· 

ports; c right. centre ) ~l r. 

Charles Mouat. mt-mber of the 
rac~ l'ommlttee: and ll r. Dou~ 
Perclnl, tlmeke J)f'r at the 
·tart or the ract-. "ho bel1>5 

with the programnling. 

Com1mters 
l'/·I· 71 

keep tabs on 

the yacht 
THE MASS of complex inform-

ation received daily on the 
positions of the Cape-to-Rio race 
yachts is sorted out in a mere 
10 minutes by Mr. Mike Vil· 
joen's computers. 

Mr Viljoen, 26, director o a 
programming firm, stays behind 
·after ~·ork each day to prepare 
the posit10n report4-. 

'f 1i,. frigat · SAS TafeJberg 
receives from each acht its 
co-ordinat -1t.o; position at 
16.00 GllT ( 4 p.m South Afri 
can time). 

"This data 1& collected at m rt· 
time headquarters, 'i oun" 
Field, and telexed to us on a 
pert orated paper tapf'." 

SDllLAR PAPER 

r\ t hi Woodstock office Mr. 
V11joen rec:eH a similar paper 
tape conta1mn · such mforma
t1on a the fleet numbers of the 
yachts, tile1r longitude and lati· 
tude, which be feeds into a corn. 
puter. 

•'I calculate the distance· o 
each yacht from Rio, and its 
map references. H. updating 
the positions from i o day. 
I can calculate their positions 
on handicap, taking into account 
their ume..correction facto 

" I f there are no snags, the 
whol1 o p e r a t i o n t kes 10 
minutes.'' 
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