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The man left behind 
to mop up 

By l\IENDL JACOBS 

lT WAS A CASE of the 
·•morning after" at Uniti e 

yesterday. The party was ove r 
and the guests. in the shape 
or 58 yachts, s loops, ketches, 
yawl -, cutters and schooners, 
their skippers and crews, had 
left on their long haul across 
the South Atlanti c. 

Except for a small g roup of 
helpers checking stores for th e 
belated Wayfarer, due to leave 
24 hours after the st artin g 
gun. and one or two loungers 
idly gapin g at th e Durban 
ketch itself, the forecourt , th e 
assembly hall , the corridors 
and the quays of Unitie. which 
for the past few weeks had 
been the scene of frenzied 
activity, were deserted and 
still. and looking slightly for
lorn. 

MANY LANGUAGES 
And the man left behind to 

supervise the mopping-up 
operation, with the same effi
ciency he had shown in organ
izing the party itself, is Mr. 
Gerhard Roux, liaison director 
of the Cape-to-Rio race. 

For the past two months 
Mr. Roux has been one of the 
husi cst men in Cape Town and 
his JOb as li ai on d irector 

could have sent a less cool
headed man to the wall. 

Not only had Mr. Roux to 
deal with crews 'Speaking a 
variety of European languages 
and presenting a wide range 
of problems, but he had to 
handle local harbour authori
ties with kid gloves . 

"I could never have accom
plis hed my job without th e 
wonderful co-ope ration shown 
us by the harbour peopl e, 
including th e poli ce, customs 
and immi 0 ration ." said Mr. 
Roux. "They have all been 
splen'did ." 

BOUQUETS 
"Indeed." continued Mr. 

Roux , ·'except for one or two 
rathe r glaring examples we 
have had very few displays of 
temperament. The goodwill 
shown by the people of Cape 
Town towards the race, the 
officials and the competitors 
ha'S been really remarkable." 

Mr. Roux said that the 
competitors were greatly 
impressed by the organization 
behind the race and most of 
them expressed their appre
ciation. 

" It must be re membered 
that we had no prev ious experi 
ence of th is sort of thing. and 
we b ad nobody to guide u " 

So. all told , it is quite amaz
ing that things went off as 
smoothly as they did, and with 
so I it tie incident." 

There were ·bouquets, too, 
from Mr. Roux for the way the 
huge crowds that witnessed the 
start of the race conducted 
themselves. "This was easily 
the biggest crowd that had 
ever gathered for a sporting 
event ,in Cape Town, if not in 
South Africa, and the way they 
behaved themselves was won· 
derful. 

'' People showed remarkable 
patie nce and there were prac
tically no incidents, even under 
some trying conditions." 

FLYlNG TO RIO 
Asked to choose a possible 

winner from the 59 starters Mr. 
Roux said : "I fancy Graybeard. 
the Canadian masthead ketch. 
to be first to cross the winning 
line. But on corrected times, I 
think highly of the chances of 
either Jakaranda, the Pretorian 
yawl. or Stormkaap, from Cape 
Town." 

Mr. Roux's work is by no 
means over. "Operation clean
up should take a day or two," 
he said. "Then, I'm due for a 
couple of weeks holiday, and 
after that I fly to Rio to help 
the fellows when they arrive 
the re. 

"There's plenty of liaison 
work to be done there, includ
ing the arrangements for 
freighting the outh African 
boats back to Cape Town." 

From the archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za


