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pushing 75 now, 
and she's wife, mistress 
and mother to five Dur
ban men. The name -
Cari ad I, one of the most 
famous cruising and rac
ing yachts in history. 

Once t~e favourite sailing 
craft of the British Empire·s 
yachting King George V, she 
has won more King's Cup races 
at Cowes than any other yacht. 
although the exact number is 
obscure. 

Prince Phillip·s sailing master, 
the dour old Uffa Fox, raved 
about her and recalled: 'I 
remember she stood up in the 
gale o! 1912 when the German 
Emperor's Meteor was on her 
beam ends, her saloon filling 
with water. 

'Cariad stood up to the wind 
and sea manfully and won. 
She is a sturdy vessel.• 

Cariad I was bwlt by Sum
mers and Payne of Southampton 
in 1896. when such builders were 
at their peak, for the eccentric 
Irish peer Lord Dunraven. But 
he'd never recogruse her now. 

Her three-year, R36 OOO refit 
at tlle hands of a syndlcate o! 
five young owners headed by 
29-year-<>ld Krasni Sutic has re
stored her Victorian elegance 
but radically altered her interior 
design. Now she ls a luxm-y 
vessel with wall-to-wall carpet
ing. bar. re!ngerator, deep freeze 
and hot-and-cold running water. 

Cariad tell into South African 
hands in 1946. Her owner was 
A. W. Flitton, a wealthy 
Pretoria businessman. 

It was Flitton who set 
Cariad's record run of 259 
nautical miles in one day -
an average of 10.8 an hour. It 
was in the Indian Ocean in 
1953. Wind strength was not all 
that great - Force 4-5. 

Cariad lay at anchor in 
Duncan Dock, Cape Town, trom 
1954 untll Mr. Flitton·s death in 
1959, and was then sold to 
John Hardman. a Harding 
businessman. 

Hardman used her at first for 
luxury cruises to Lourenco 
Marques and later considered 
gutting her and using her for 
crayfishing, but happily she 
was bought by Mr. Loring Rat
tray of Barends Shipbuilding 
and her restoration began. 

Rattray gutted her to her 
copper-bottomed keel. and it 
was a fully restored - but bare 
- hull that Krasru Sutic and 
his friends bought in 1967. 

Many of Cariad's onginal 
features have been retained 
during her refit. 

But interspersed with the old 
is .a welter of modem gadgetry 
like smoke detPCtors and 
anchor winches, two powerful 
radios, an echo-sounder and 
speedometer. Inside are tiled 
showers and piped music. 

KRASNI SUTIC. Yacht : 
Cariad I ; ketch; 30 m 
(98ft.). Country: South 

Africa (Durban) . 
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