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race will 
he on the 

air ·hy order 
Cape Times Chief Reporter ' 

pROBAIBLY the busiest radio network to he e11Jtahli&hed in peacetime in .the South 
Atlantic will he u11Jed after the start of the Cape.to-Rio · yacht race oin January to 

ikeep South Africa and the rest o·f the world · informed of the progre88 of . the ~ 
plus contestants. 
The fast-"but by no means 

the rleast important-piece ' 1of 
compulsory equipment listed in 
the rules 1of the -race is "a suit· 
able r ad i o transmitter and 
receiver." 

The mini.mum specifications 
for radio equirpment are set out 
i·n the rules, rand . I was tQld 
yesterday that any yaoht which 
did not meet these requirements 
would not be allowed to race. 

The minimum transmitter 
requirement is for 1a set with an 
output of 25 watt:; a:nd capable 
of transmitting signals on the 
i·nternati:onal distress and •calling 
frequency and · on the inter· 
nattonal inter ·ship frequency 
which will be used for the daHy 
reporting ·of 1posifrons. 

Guard ship 
Although most . of the , yachts 

will not have radio equipment 
powerful enough to transmit to 
shore :;tatiQns when they are weH 
out to sea, they will be in con· 
stant touch w1th the naval guard· 
ship which will accompany thent 
and which will act as a communi· 
cations centre. · 

Mo'st of tbem will have ·battery· 
powered double side-band voi~e 
transmitteirs, 'Which they Will J'Se 
to report their positions - in 
code - and the weather· in their 
area at certain times each day. 
The position reports w.ill . b~ 
relayed to- Cape . Town by the 
guardship, and these will then 
be fed, into a trawling company's 
computer to shQW the relative 
posithons of the competing _yac,llts. 

Broadcas.ts 
Certain selected yachts are, in 

raddition to their double side· 
band frans.mi:tters, to be equipped 
with single side-band sets which 
!have 'a :much rlonger range 'and 
through which the SA:BC win 
rprovide Uve b!'oadcast accounts 
tfor its listeners of day-to-day 
ihappenings Qn hoard these craft. 

Th.e SABC will also 'brQadcast 
daily -weather forecasts for -the 
>benefit of the competing yachtS. 

J.arkaranda, the American· 
desi.gned, DutchJbuilt yawl · owned 
iby the Bester . brothers of Pre
toria ·and to be . skippered by 
Springbok })elmsman Bruce Dall
iilg, will !have 1one of the roost 
powerfill r.adio sets in the Ca:pe· 
to-Rio fleet. 

Her transmitter, to be instaBed 
free by a Pretoria-based elec
tronics firm, will have four times 
the power of the standard . 25· 
watt sets. 

Radio range · . 
Mr. Roy Burtenshaw, managing 

director of the firm's marine 
electronics division, at Simons
:town, which is supplying much of 
he equipment being used in the 
ace, said yesterday that the 
tandal'.d double-band sets, to be 
s,ed by most of the yachts had 

range of only about 161 km 
(100 miles), "if they're lucky". 

But although the fleet -of com-

peting yachts would within a few 
days . be spread over a wide area 
of ocean, they should at least be 
within radio range of the nearest 
boats and/or · the guardship or 
passing shipping which would be 
able to relay any messages. 

Round-the-clock watches were 
kept on the international distress 
fre.quency, so that any yacht in 
trouble was bound to be heard 
somewhere, 

Scrutiny 
Along with other compuliqry! 

equipment, the radio sets of all 
the y:achts taking · part will be 
subject to close scrutiny before 
the start of the race, on Janu· 
ary 16. 

And the crewmen who will be 
responsible for transmitting the 
"voices from the deep" that will 
tell the world where they are 
each day, are required to have 
either a merchant navy or an 
amateur radio-operator's licenc~. 




