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Smallest entry 
• 

carries a 
long pedigree 

By a Staff Reporter 

~ BARBETTE, a masthead sloop from England, 
is one of the smallest yachts in next 

month's Cape-to-Rio race. Her overall length is 
only 9 . 1 m (30ft.) and she could probably be 
stowed as deck cargo on Cariad, the largest 
yacht in the race. But she has a long pedigree. 

Barbette is a Van de Stadt 
design - a trim little boat 
:from the drawing board of the 
'famous Hollander. She is eight 
' years old, has a fibre-glass hull , 
and proved her worth a few 
months ago when she rode out 
a hail-spiked gale in the Eng
lish Channel with few prob
:1ems: 

Before she was bought by 
her present owner, 29-year-old 
Engli;hman Adam C 1 a ck s o n, 
she belonged to the Royal Ar
tillery Yacht Club which put 
her to good and frequent use. 

Adam, who recently left his 
job as a civil engineer in the 
sandy wastes of S o u t h er n 
Lybia, intends sailing Barbette 
hard in the dash to Rio. 

'GOOD CRACK' 
'As we have entered, we may 

as well have a good crack,' he 
says. 

Adam com es from a well 
e s t a b l i s h e d yachting back
gr,ound. His father, now living 
in the Bah a m as, did many 
cruises and his uncle was man-
ager of a famous yachting 

j o u r n a 1. Adam himself has 
taken part in numerous races 
around Britain. 

But most of his sailing in 
recent years, he says with a 
grin, has beert done in the 
deserts of Lybia - sailing ca
mels and four-wheel drive vehi
cles in the sand. 

PIONEER 
'Spiritually, tlle feeling in the 

desert and in the open sea is 
much the same. One feels like 
a pioneer out there, all alone 
with nothing to be seen in all 
.directions.' 

Adam spent 18 months in 
Tripoli, building sewers in that 
city. Later, he worked on an 
oil company project at Kufra 
in the south, building a 700 
acre farm in the sand dunes. 

'They gave us the dunes and 
nothing else and told us to 
make a farm. We did it with 
water we found underground. a 
vast reserve from the Ice Ages.· 

CAMEL RIDE 
Tl1e nearest Adam came to 

the rolling motion of the sea 
in his desert days was a 150 

km (91 mile) journey he under
took by camel. 'They are revolt
ing animals, but you have to 
admire them,' he says. 'At the 
end of our four-day journey 
one of our camels was still 
uninterested in drinking water.' 

Adam sailed Barbette from 
England to Las Palmas where 
he arrange d for her to be 
shipped to the Cape as deck 
cargo in the fishing factory 
ship Willem Barendsz. 

He got a job as a cook on 
one of the catches. 'The 11 
crew must have been glad to 
arrive in Cape Town,' he says. 
'I am not the best cook who 
ever sailed.' 

GRATEFUL 
'I am very grateful to the 

skipper of the Barendsz and the 
company for helping me out. I 
asked for help be c a u s e I 
thought I would not get Bar
bette to Cape Town in time to 
prepare for the race.' 

A f t e r Rio, Adam plans to 
visit his parents in the Baha
mas. Before then, there will be 
another family reunion - his 
brother, a teacher in Bots~ana, 
is coming to Cape Town in a 
few days time. 

Barbette has a crew of four. 
One of them, Jenny Brown, 
will join Ocean Spirit, Robin 
Knox-Johnston's big ketch, for 
the journey from Las Palmas 
to Cape Town. The other two 
will join Barbette later. 

* * * 
About 40 young naval cadets 

are on a 24-hour duty at S.A.S. 
Unttte, the race headquarters, to 
assist competitors and to man 
the gates. 

ADAM CLACKSO N -
riding camels and small boats. 

According to Chief Petty Officer 
D. Payne, from Port Elizabeth, 
the cadets will do this job until 
January 10, when Sea Scouts will 
talce over. 

The officer in charge of the 
cadets is Sub.-Lt. B. B:emp. . 

His youthful troops, aged 
between 11 and 18, are all housed 
in tents alongside the Royal 
Cape Yacht Club. 

* * * 
Armel II, Mauritius's entry in 

the Cape-to-Rio yacht race, is 
sailing to Cape Town and is 
expected here before Christmas. 

She left Port Louis on 
December 5 with her owner· 
skipper-builder Noel Maurel and 
a crew of three South Africans 
and two Mauritians. 

They are Mr. Henry Vink, a 
Mr. van Zyl and a Mr. Seno
dles; Mr. Jacques d'Unienville 
and Mr. Francois Lahausse de 
la Louviere. 

Two other crew members of 
the yacht (picture on Page 8) 
will fly from Mauritius at the 
beginning of January They are 
Miss Ann Dawson-Moray, secre. 
tary a t the British High Com
mission in Mauritius, and Mr. 
Bemard de Senneville. 

ENGINEER 
Mr. Noel Maurel, an engineer 

and amateur ya-0ht de.signer, 
was encouraged by his wife to 
enter for the Cape-to-Rio race 
to test his design ideas. 

Mr. Maurel built his boat in 
11 months and Armel II was 
launched last month. 

She has an · overall length of 
11.!J metres and displaces seven 
tons. 

'l'he hull is of teak and iroko 
frames, with a wooden mast. 

She is the second yacht built 
by Mr. Maurel. The first, ·An· 
ouchka, won several inter-island 
races in the Indian Ocean. 

He is building a third craft 
for a Mauritian yachtsman who 
plans to sail around the world. 

'fbe finance to allow Armel 
II to take part in the Cape-to
Rio race has to a large extent 
been provided by Ma uri tia n 
businessmen. 
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