
'Lost' 
Rio 
yacht 
reported 
safe 
From ROGER WJLl,JAMS 

In SAS Protea 
AN INTENSIVE air-sea 

search lasting four da)s 
and covering an area of 
15 023 square oautiral 
miles between Jlha da 
Trlnldade anG the Brazl. 
llan mainland was cal· 
Jed off early yesterday 
when a BrazlJlan tu~ re· 
ported i1avlng stghted 
the Italian yacht Awa. 

The yacht, which radioed 
a mayday distress signal 

. on Friday and which 
has not been h1 radio 
contact since, was ~een 
by the .tug salllng along 
the coast towards the 
C a p e-to-Rlo finishing 
line. 

The tug, Trlatua, said the 
Awa had apparently had 
mast a n d rigging 
trouble. It was trying to 
establish why thl' may· 
day can was made, as 
this is usPtl in· 
ternatlonalJy only in 
times of grave 11istress. 
when lives are in 
danger. 

After the mayday was 
heard on Friday the two 
guardships, Protea and 
Gastao Moutinho, sped 
to the area west of 
Trinldade which had 
been indicated by Awa 
in her terse message. 
The two vessels Sl)Cnt 
the entire weekend on 
carefulJy'Jlotted box 
sean:hes, which were 
ext e ·n de d southward 
after a Cape · to • Rio 
t a i l e n d e r reported 
seeing a red, solid ob
ject about one metre 
long in the sea. Awa has 
a bright red hulJ and it 
was • feared she might 
have been holed and 
sunk. 

Earlier In the race 
another Italian· yacht, 
Crlloa, which has an all· 
women crew, gave cause 
for concern when it was 
reported that rad io 
"hams" in Italy and 
South Africa had picked 
un an SOS message 
from her. The Italian 
"ham" even gave the 
name of the girl In 
Crlloa Christiana 

• Sandrini - who he said 
had radioed the SOS. 

Although out of radio con· 
tact, Criloa has since 
been seen several times, 
sailing normally 
towards Rio. 
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