
'~?o hands 

Crew .get set· 
for long haul 

' 

"Mercury'' Reporter 

IT WAS all hands on deck yesterday for crew members of the 15-metre 
,(49ft). yacht Three Bears, one of 12 Durban entries in the Cape to Rio 

yacht race. 
For the past week the crew 

have been working well into 
the night on last-minute 
touch-up jobs to have the ves
sel ready for the trip to Cape . 
Town by the weekend. 

And yesterdaY, they fitted 
depth - sounding equipment 
and a log speed indicator un
der the supervision of the 
skipper, Mr. · Des Dinnigan, 
who is also acting as foreman 
of the work team. 

DURBAN·BUILT 
"I have had the crew work

ing 26 hours a day and we 
' hope to have the Three Bears · 

in the water early today to fit 
the sail," he said. . 

The hull of the craft was 
buiit in Durban by a local 
boat-builder and the rest of 

the ftittings were completed 
at Mr. Dinnigan's home in 
Mandini. It was brought to 
Durban last week to be made 
ready for sea. . 

Mr. Dinnigan, owner and 
skipper of the vessel, is allow
ing himself five to eight days 
to reach Cape Town, depend
ing on the winds. The crew of 
the Three Bears-all seasoned 
sailors - are all from Zulu
land, with the exception of 
one American yachtsman. 

Five yachts have already 
left Durban for the starting 
point of the race. They are 
the New Zealand yacht, 
Nomad, the Canadian ves
sel, Grey Beard, and the Gold
en City, Eshowe and Jaka-
randa. · 

The others are expected to 
leave at or after the weekend. 

deck 

MANY h.ands make light work as crew members of the. 
ocean racer Three Bears. put the finishing touches to the 
vessel to have her ready for the trip to ~ape Town. She 
is one of 12Durban entries in the Cape to .Rio yacht race. 

SCOUTS. . . 

WILL. 

1
_ RACEPJ/~S 
CAPE TOWN.-Not ar Sea. uts taking pa.rt 
in the Cape to Rio r ; hey are Also playing a vi,tal 
part in ensuring thl)t e nts e for the h14ge 
fleet of yachts and th 1r oothlf in ~e 
frenetic weeks before the' the olomful 
starting glJ4 booms out Scouts, 
across Grfn_!ter Bay. from 

' will 
Of ~ , Naval cade duties 

ei'rr arl:S of the Repu~ 
lie will man the race head· 
qu:1.rters at the Naval Train, 
ing Base SAS Unitie, whic 
has become an extension o 
the Royal Cape Yacht Club 
until January 16. 

Under· the control of the 
Navy League of South Africa, 
the cadets, from detachments 
in Johannesburg, Pretoria 
Port Elizabeth and Cap~ 
Town, will carry out the 
many fetch-and-carry duties 
and help bring order as con
gestion mounts . 

. GATE DUTIES 
Among the duties allotted 

them will be the · operating 
of ·a small flotilla of ferries 
powered by outboard motors 
to transport yachtsmen back 
and forth· to their boats. 

They are also doing gate 
duties, manning the lookout 
tower at SAS Unitie and 
operating the'· tel~phon~ 
switchboard at night. 

Unfortunately, a number of 
schools open before the ra~ 
starts, so the visiting conilil· 
gents will have to return 
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