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Conditions & Eligibility 

Start: Saturday 16 January 1971 
Course: Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro 

I '\fanagement: The race will be.under the Management of the 
Cape ~own Rio Ocean Race Committee (the Race Committee) 
c_ompnsmg duly appointed representatives of Cruising Associa
tion of South Africa (C.A.S.A.) and of late Clube de Rio de 
Janeiro. The Headquarters of the Race Committee will be 
C.A.S.A. offices in Cape Town until 25 January 1971 and there
after at late Clube do Rio de Janeiro. 

2 Rules. The race will be sailed under current International Yacht 
Racing Union racing rules subject to the modifications imposed 
by these Conditions. 

3 Eli ibility: Yachts must be single hulled vessels of thoroughly 
seaworthy type, strongly built and rigged, properly ballasted, 
with enclosed cabins and watertight, self bailing cockpits or 
flush decks whose owner or charterer is a member of a recog
nised yacht club or Service Institution. They must comply with 
all the requirements of these Conditions. 
The Race Committee reserves the right to declare a yacht 
unsuitable for the race and reject its entry which has an aft 
cockpit with a volume (measured to the lowest point over which 
water can freely escape) which exceeds 6 % of the measured 
length (L) by the measured beam (B) by the free board aft (FA). 

4 Minimum Siu Limit: The minimum size limit is 7.3 metres 
L.W.L. and 3t tons displacement in measurement condition. 
There is no maximum limit. 

41 Rat (eniflcates: All yachts will require to be in possession of 
a valid rating certificate under the International off-shore Rule 
(Mark I) (l.O.R.) which must be submitted before the closing 
date of entry. 
Yachts requiring to be measured in South Africa must notify 
the Race Committee not later than I September 1970. 
The placing of each yacht in the Race will be according to its 
l.O.R. Rating. From the Rating a Time Correction Factor 
(T.C.F.) is obtained and this is multiplied by the yacht's elapsed 
time to find the corrected time. 
In addition recognition will be given to the yacht first across the 
finishing line on elapsed time. 

It is the owner's responsibility' to notify any alteration that has 
been made that would effect the Rating since the yacht was last 
measured. Failure to do so may result in disqualification. New 
sails must be notified and submitted for measurement before 
being used in the race. 

6 Age Allowance: Yachts built before I January 1963 and any one 
design or yacht with standard hull of which the first of the 
series was completed before that date, will be given an allow
ance of I % deducted from her T.C.F. The Rating will not be 
changed. 

7 Respo lbility: All those taking part in the race do so at their 
own risk. 
The Race Commlltee or the bodies it represents shall not be 
responsible for the seaworthine:ss of a yacht whose entry is 
accepted, nor for accident to a yacht or injury to any crew 
member paruc1pa11ng however caused. The Race Committee 
reserves the nght to refuse any entry. 

8 Clo ing Date for Entri~: E:.ntries. close I November 1970. They 
must be made on the prescribed form accompanied by the entry 
fee of Thirty Rand (R30). Late ·entries may be accepted in the 
discretion of the Race Commiu:ee upon payment of an addi
tional fee of Twenty Rand (R20Ji. 

9 In pection: Yachts entered for the race will be subject to inspec
tion for eligibility and equipme:nt requirements at any time 
up to the start of the race. 
When an inspection is held, the skipper, or owner, or authorised 
representative must be on board. 

10 Crew and Crew Li!>I: The minimum number on board shall be 
four persons; there is no maximum. The skipper and navigator 
must be amateur yachtsmen. otherwise there are no restrictions. 
A crew list on the form provided shall be submitted not later 
than 2 January 1971. although corrections thereto will be 
accepted up to two hours before the start of the race. 

11 S~ing Instructions: Sailing Instructions will be issued in writing 
pnor to the start of the race. They will give information as to : 
(a) Start line and finish line. 
(b) Signalling and reporting procedures. 
(c) Details of course. 
(d) Division into classes. 
(e) List of entries with ratings and T.C.F. and other relevant 

matters. 

12 Declarations: A declaration of compliance with the rules and 
conditions on the form provided , and including the time of 
finish, shall be lodged with the Race Committee as soon as 
possible (or as stated in the Sailinig Instructions) after the yacht 
has completed the race. If there .is any undue delay in lodging 
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this declaration, the yacht may be treated as having failed to 
complete the course. 
Any contravention, however trivial, of these conditions, the 
Sailing Instructions, l.Y.R.U. Rules, or the International Regu
lations for the Prevention of Collisions at Sea (while they are 
applicable) must be reported . If a mark of the course is not 
sighted, this must also be reported on the declaration and must 
be accompanied by the log, or the copy of the log or track chart. 
It is an essential part of ocean racing that yachts sail at night, 
and at times out of sight of one another. An owner, or his 
representative together with the watchmasters may, therefore, 
be the sole judges of whether the rules have been kept or not. 
The skipper (or his authorised representative) must, when 
signing the declaration , be satisfied that no attempt has been 
made to win the race other than by fair sailing, superior s'peed 
and skill. A well kept log is useful evidence in supporting or 
defending a protest. 

13 Recalls: Recall numbers will not be displayed. If any part of a 
yacht or yachts be on or across the starting line when the signal 
to start is made, a gun will be fired or suitable sound signals 
made as soon as possible and the International Code Flag (R) 
(yellow cross on red) will be broken out by day, or a red light 
displayed by night. Any yacht that is over the starting line too 
soon shall return and cross the line or its extension in accord
ance with l.Y.R.U. Rule 22. If she fails to do so to the satisfac
tion of the Race Committee, paragraph 16 of these Conditions 
will apply. 

14 Sail !'.umbers: Sail numbers must be carried on mainsail and all 
spinnakers, as prescribed in the I.Y.R.U . Rules, but must not be 
less than 380 mm. in height. When neither mainsail nor spinnaker 
is set, these numbers must be displayed prominently on a weather 
cloth or other suitable material and must be of the following 
dimensions: 460 mm. high, 300 mm. wide, 75 mm. thick and 
JOO mm. between numerals. 

l"i Right of a) For determining the right of way between 
contestants, the I.Y.R.U. Racing Rules shall govern up to one 
hour after the start of the race. Thereafter J.Y.R.U. Rules 36 
to 43 will cease to be applicable and will be replaced by Inter
national Regulations for the Prevention of Collisions at Sea. 

It Rule Infringement~ If a yacht disobeys or infringes the pro
visions of any of the undermentioned: 
(a) Conditions JO, 12 to 15, 17 to 30 and 32 hereof. 
(b) The Sailing Instructions. 
(c) Current l.Y .R.U. Rules where applicable. 
(d) International Regulations for the Prevention of Collisions 

at Sea, 
In circumstances in which, in the opinion of the Race Com
mittee, do not constitute a gross breach, she shall be penalised 
by having her T.C.F. for the race increased by 5 %. 
If the Race Committee considers that a gross breach has been 
committed, it may disqualify the yacht. 

17 Protests. Protests must be written in accordance with the 
requirements of the l.Y.R.U. and delivered to the Race Com
mittee within 24 hours of arrival. 

18 Na,i1•ation Light... Side lights, visible one mile in clear weather 
from dead ahead to two points abaft the beam, and a 12 point 
stern light of sufficient power to be visible at least two miles 
in clear weather, shall be displayed between sunset and sunrise. 
Port and starboard lights must be so located that no headsail 

will interfere with their visibility, and so they can be seen in 
heavy weather. 
Showing a continuous white light or lights at the masthead or 
spreaders whilst under sail is contrary to Regulations for the 
Prevention of Collisions at Sea. 
Skippers must see that these lights are used in such a manner 
as not to contravene the Regulations or confuse other ships. 
A powerful torch must be kept handy to be shown on the sails 
when necessary. 
The use of other lights will not ~~ grounds for protest. 

19 Electronic Aids, Radio Transmission and Reception: No electronic 
aid other than the following may be used in the race: 
(a) Speedometer and log. 
(b) Depth sounder. 
(c) Wind speed and direction indicator. 
(d) Radio receiver. 
(e) Radio direction finder. 
(f) Radio transmitter to be used only for reporting of daily 

positions when required in the sailing instructions, for 
private business or for emergency purpose. 

These devices may not be Iink(:d in any way to each other, 
except that the radio receiver and direction finder may be 
combined. Loran, radar, facsimile weather map makers, tele
printers, any other hyperbolic navigational aids are prohibited. 
After the start, contestants may not receive special weather, 
current or navigational information that is not available to all. 

20 Self- leering De,ices: Automatic steering by mechanical means 
or by wind vanes is prohibited. 

21 bandonment of Race Yachts abandoning or retiring from the 
race shall, as soon as possible, report this fact to the Race 
Committee. 

22 t.:se of l<;nj!ine· 
(a) An engine may be used for bilge pumping, or for supplying 

power for weighing anchor or hauling off or for charging 
batteries, but when the main engine is used for these 
purposes a part of the shaft !between the gear box and stern 
tube must be held stationary. 

(b) If the engine is run for the purpose of picking up a man 
overboard or rendering assistance, the circumstances must 
be reported on the declaration. 

23 Joining, lea ting and (,oing Asho1re During a Race . Members of 
a yacht's company may join the yacht up to two hours after 
the start of a race, and shore-based transport may be used for 
this purpose. No restriction is placed upon persons leaving the 
yacht in order to take no further part in the race, provided the 
minimum number of crew as stipulated in Rule 10 is aboard, 
but otherwise crew, gear or store:s may be taken to or from the 
shore only in the yacht's dinghy propelled by oars. 

24 Finishing Race· When finishing at night, the yachts sail number 
must be illuminated while crossing the line and the yacht's 
name and sail number reported to the watchkeeper. 
Yachts must also take their own finishing time and note it on 
their declaration form. 

25 Yachts Arrhing I.ate: A yacht which has been delayed and has 

(oont °'""''''~ 
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not been able to arrive in the vicinity of the starting line when 
the signal is made five minutes before the start, may use her 
engine or be towed towards the vicinity of the starting line for 
the purpose of enabling her to cross the starting line, and after
wards under sail alone compete in the race. But a delayed yacht 
availing herself of this privilege shall cease to use her engine or 
be towed and then a complete 360° turn before she crosses the 
starting line. A yacht so competing shall report the circum
stances to the Race Committee after ihe race, who shall decide 
whether she is regarded as a bone fide starter. 

21 0 !f"I 1p of Ya The Race Committee shall be deemed to 
have given its consent if the entries of two or more yachts 
owned wholly, or in part, by the same person or body are 
accepted for the race. (l.Y.R.U. Rule 20). 

27 0 1' St~ Anol 1' Yacht If an owner steers any other 
yacht than his own in a race where his own yacht competes, the 
Race Committee, at its discretion, may take no action (I.Y.R.U. 
Rule 55). 

28 C rter. No yacht which has been chartered shall be entered 
for the race unless she has been chartered in good faith for a 
period of not less than three months before the start of the race 
and such charter has been approved by the Race Committee. 

29 Carrying, Setting a S ·tin$! Sa· . 
(a) Sails shall be set only in those areas which have been 

measured or declared for inclusion in sail area and must 
not exceed the limits specified. 

(b) Sails may be sheeted to the main, fore or mizzen boom, but 
the point of attachment of the sheet lead to the !worn 
may not, without penalty, be more than 150 mm. outside 
the after black band, or the clew outhaul sheave if there is 
no black band. 

(c) Not more than one size and weight of mizzen staysail may 
be carried on board. 

(d) Not more than four spinnakers shall be on board a yacht. 
For yachts below an 1.0.R . rating of 13.4 metres, three 
spinnakers shall be made of cloth with the weight not 
exceeding 50 grams per square metre and have dimensions 
complying with the current 1.0.R. measurements. The 
fourth spinnaker may be made of cloth of any desired 
weight but will have girth limitations as follows: the girth 
at points one-third and two-thirds of the luff lengths from 
the head shall not exceed 60 % and 90 % respectively of the 
maximum rule width . Yachtswith 1.0.R. ratings of 13.4 
metres or greater may use three spinnakers made of cloth 
not exceeding a weight of 75 grams per square metre. 
Limita~ion on total number of spinnakers and storm 
spinnaker requirements remain the same. 

(e) A device for keeping the spinnaker boom guy away from the 
wea ther rigging shall not be regarded as a second spinnaker 
boom. A spar so used may not exceed the beam of the 
yacht in length. 

30 Hard Weather Running Salls: Two hard-weather running sails 
may be carried, set on spinnaker booms forward of the mast, 
provided : 
(a) The sum of the areas of the two running sails does not 

exceed 100% of the yacht 's measured sail area. 
(b) The mainsail is not set at the same time as the leeward 

running sail, except when hmndling or setting sail. 
(c) Neither spinnaker boom is longer, nor mounted further 

forward than is permitted by the Rule of Measurement 
for the yacht's rating. 

31 i These conditions specify only the 
minimum requirements and the owner is responsible for the 
yacht being fully sound, thoroughly seaworthy a nd being sailed 
with proper precaution. The skipper must .i nticipate spending 
about 30 days at sea with the possibility of not being able to 
obtain assistance. 
He must satisfy himself on the soundness of hull, caulking, mast, 
spars, standing and running gear, heavy-weather sails, etc. He 
should make sure that glass in portholes and all deck openings 
can be protected easily and secured if broken . Any opening in 
the planking should be accessible~ and suitable means should be 
available to seal it off, if necessa1ry. The propeller shaft must be 
properly secured so that it cannot withdraw. 

32 Co pul ory F.qulpment. The undermentioned equipment is 
compulsory and in addition it is strongly recommended that 
every yacht carry emergency repllacement and repair equipment 
- spare turnbuckles, wire, shackles, blocks, soft wood plugs 
to fit underwater openings, etc. 
(a) Storm Canvass: Storm canvass capable of taking the yachts 

to windward in heavy weather. 
(b) Necessary Charts and navig:ation equipment. 
(c) Two Compasses: One of which must be strongly mounted. 
(d) Radar Reflector: of suitable construction, material and 

size to provide an adequate: indication on a radar screen. 
(e) Life Lines: To consist of a fixed bow pulpit (forward of 

head stay), taut double life lines and a stern pulpit unless 
life lines are arranged in such ' a way as to adequately 
substitute for a stern pulpit.. Pulpits and stanchion sockets 
must be through bolted or welded. Upper life line must be 
wire, secured to pulpits and stanchions. Pulpits and upper 
life line must not be less than 600 mm. above the deck. 
Stanchions shall not be spaced more than 2.2 metres apart, 
except in the way of shrouds when life lines are per
manently attached to the shrouds. The head of a stanchion 
must not be angled outwards from the point of its attach
ment to the hull at more ihan 10 degrees from vertical. 
Lower life lines need not be extended through pulpits. 
No member of the crew shall be stationed outside life lines. 

(f) Liferafts: An automatically inflatable liferaft (or rafts) 
capable of carrying the entire crew of the yacht with one 
compa rtment deflated mus1t be carried on deck properly 
secured or in a specia l sitowage compartment opening 
immediately on deck and 1: ontaining the liferaft(s) only. 
Rafts must be designed and used solely for saving life at 
sea. Each raft must have at least two sepa rate buoyancy 
compartments plus a ca nopy, a ll of which are inflatable 
automatically. Equipment for each raft must include 
painter secured to the yacht, and inflating pump, sea anchor, 
waterproof signal light, 3 flares, 2 pa rachute flares, bailer, 
repair kit , 2 paddles, safety knife, rescue quoit and line, 
first aid kit and emergency water. The yacht owner sha ll 
have a current certificate from the raft maker or his qualified 
agent, certifying that it complies with the above require
ments which will be inspecled by the Race Committee or 
its representative before the race. 

(g) Dinghies: A dinghy or boat of any type suitable for kedging 
and for use as a yacht tendler is recommended , but is not 
compulsory. 

(h) Lifebuoys: At least two lifobuoys (the horseshoe type in 
orange or yellow preferred!) which must be of adequate 
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