
Ca.riad spr~ads he·r • wings 

The size ot~~~;1~d's vast genoa-158 sq. m. -may be gauged by the 

10-metre trimaran moored alongside her. 

AND HER PILOT 
SWOPS STEAM 

FOR SAIL 
Staff Reporter 

DURBAN. 
CARIAD I, the Tribune's Cape 

to Rio race hope, could well set 
some unexpected records - before 
the race. 

Delays irt get~ing vital equipment -
and now in obtaining dry-doek facilities
have meant postponing her departure 
date from Durban for Cape Town until 
late December or eve:r;i. early January. 

And/ this means a race - and possible 

records ·- for this famous old ocean racer 

to get to the Cape in time for last-minute 
adjustments and provisioning before cross

ing the starting line on January 16. 

Said skipper Krasni Sutic yesterday: 

"Basically all our technical problems have 

been solved, but there are bound to be one 

or two more with a new yacht - which is 
what Cariad is in spite of her 74 years." · 

One of the problems is get
ting a larger propeller, which 

A 26-YEAR-OLD sea captain has 
given up his 2 000-ton first command, 

. the coaster Zwartkops, to be fi{st mate 
and navigator of the 74-ton Cariad 
- the Sunday Tribune's entry in the 
Cape-to-Rio race. · 

Durban-born Mike Brown, an ex
Safmarine secoud mate, gained his 
master's ticket a year ago with Uni· 
corn Lines but never expected to get 

a command so soon. 
"I told the owners a few months 

ago I'd been invited to navigate 
Cariad in the race and that I'd be 
gone for about a year," he said yes-

. terday. 
"I didn't .expect to get com

mand after that. It came right out of 
the blue, in October. Now ·the own· 

ers have agreed to my year's absence 
and I'll be rejoining . them after a 
spell of Caribbean cruising with 
Cariad." 

Mr. Brown . has been studying 
South Atlantic charts from U.S. hydro
graphic publications, the British Ad· 
miralty, German maritime authorities, 
and the old sailing ship routes used 
by the tea clippers. 

"But I won't decide our tactics 
for the race until a few days before 
the start,". he said. "We need the 
strongest winds we can find. That's 
what's· going to decide the race." 

When he's not sailing, Mike 
Brown likes ·to fly light aircraft -
and he has eight parachute ' jumps 
under his belt. 

must be fitted in drydock. 
And Durban's · drydock facili
ties are not available until 
December 16. 

SET FOR RECORDS - BEFORE THE RACE 
Another problem until this 

week was her main driving 
force - sails. First they were . 
beld in bond pending clarifica
tion by customs of regulations 
governing import duty and 
sales tax. 

Finally · the sails were re· 
leased, and as skipper Sutic 
put it: "We were tremendously 

impressed by the workmanship. 
Most modern sails are machine
stitched, but all the important 
sections of our sails have been 

_ done by hand." 
But when they fitted the 

sails for their first airing it 
was found that the piston hanks 
on the staysail and genoa were 
jamming on the inch-thick 

now on their way by air. 
Cariad will be racing under 

the biggest headsail in Africa. 
It is 158 sq m genoa made of 
terylene, and is only part of 
the 510 sq m of working sail 
she will be carrying in the race. 
Besides . this there will be 
another - 186 sq m of spare 


