
Yacht race plans 
well under way 
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CAPE TOWN.-The starting line for the Cape-to-Rio 
yacht race · i~ January will be just on 1.6km (one mile) 
long, between the S.A. Merchant Navy Academy, General 
Botha, at Granger Bay, adjoining Cape Town docks, and 
the official starting vessel The pre-race organisation, 
that will' be the outer with all its ramifications and 

seemingly endless details to 
be attended to, is now in top 
gear, and from December 1 
the facilities being prepared 
at race headquarters, SAS 
Uriitie, will be fully opera
tional. 

marker. 

This has been decided l:>y; 
the Starting Committee, who 
will be on toard the vessel -
probably a minesweeper of 
the South African Navy - on 
the afternoon of January 16. 

The race will start at 4.30 
p.m. by the firing of a gun on 
board this official ship. 

One of the largest fields to 
take part in an international 
trans-ocean race will be seen 
in Table Bay that Saturday, 
and a vast crowd of onlookers 
is expected to see the com-
peting yachts-more than 60 . 
of them-sail out of the bay 
and head for Rio de Janeiro • 

. COMMENTARY 
It is hoped that a series of ·

loudspeakers will be set . up 
along the seafront between 
the harbour and Mouille Point ~
through which members of 1

the public will be given a ! 

running commentary on the 
start and the events preced· 
ing it. 

A 10-minute gun will be 
fired from the starting vessel 
at 4.20 p.m. as a preparatory 
signal to the competitors who 
will then . be assembling in 
Granger Bay. Fiye minutes 
later another gun will be .
fired, and it is from this point 
that all the competing yachts 
will come under starter's 
orders. · 

The boats, wearing the 
colours of yacht clubs around 
the world, will move up to 
the starting ·line, and 
promptly at 4.30 p.m. · they 
will b.e sent on their way. 

PENALTY 
Any yacht that has already 

crossed the line before the 
· gun is sounded will be penal· 
ized. 

If the prevailing wind in 
January-the south-easter-is 
blowing that afternoon, the 
yachts are likely to head 
straight out of the bay, past 
Robben Island · in a north· 
westerly direction, or roughly 
along the course taken by 
Southampton-bound mailships 
on leaving Cape Town. 

A fully-equipped Press 
room is . being established at 
Unitie ·for newspaper, broad
casting and TV teams, 

Another new yacht, the 
Breezand, built specially for 
the race, arrived in Table Bay 
yesterday as deck-cargo on 
board the freightei· AlamaJ:>a. 
Breezand, ·which was built in 
Finland, is the official entry · 
of the False Bay Yacht Club. 
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