
M
Y BRIEF from 
the Sports Editor 
is to keep read
ers informed 

about sailing in Durban 
specifically; while also keep
ing abreast of provincial, 
national and international 
sailing. 

For those who have never 
ventured further out to sea 
than getting their toes wet in 
the surf, Durban may not 
appear to be the perfect place 
to sail. It isn't as there's no 
island to sail around, no little 
marina a few miles along the 
coast where one can sail for 
lunch or an overnight in, and 
just a single buoy; the Fairway 
marker, around which to sail. 
And we have absolutely no safe 
anchorages anywhere between 
East London and Maputo. 

Despite this, last Sunday I 
had one of the most 
magnificent sails I have had 
for a while off Durban. The 
company was good as there 
was a bunch of effervescent 
teenagers aboard. Off the 
Shark Tank we came across 
two cavorting whales. 
Naturally the youngsters were 
convinced they were mating! 

Most of the youngsters had 
never seen real live whales 
before, and certainly not that 
close. We spent a good hour 
just watching them - an 
impressive sight indeed, and 
one which had the youngsters 
enthralled and SMSing parents 
ashore with their good fortune. 

From there we headed up 
towards Umhlanga Rocks 
before gybing back towards the 
harbour, sailing between the 
many anchored ships - which 
was fascinating. Due to the 
high swells and rough seas of 
the previous day and earlier 
that morning, one of the ships 
had its anchor chain going 
from the port side and over it's 
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bulbous bow to the starboard 
side. My ever-efficient Bosun 
alerted the ship's captain who 
was unaware of this and 
highly appreciative of the 
"heads-up". 

This is the time of year 
when whales are spotted off 
Durban, so get out there and 
enjoy this magnificent sight. 

The Dolphins are usually 
around too, and a special sight 
they are. On occasions we have 
also seen the odd turtle. So, 
while we don't have the natural 
destinations the Cape has to 
offer its sailors, we do have 
some magnificent sea life. 

The Durban sailing scene is 
pretty low-key at the moment 
as we are in our "winter" 
recess, though with the 
Opening Cruise which signals 
the opening of the new season 
coming up soon, the action will 
begin to hot up. 

Down in the Cape last week 
the country's only inter-club 
sailing event, the Lipton 
Challenge Cup, was being 
sailed. 

Durban's two major yacht 
clubs, The Point Yacht Club 
and the Royal Natal Yacht Club 
were both there hoping to 
bring the magnificent Lipton 
Cup trophy back to Durban. 
Regrettably their efforts came 
to nought as the crew from 
Theewaters Sports Club 
showed the fleet a very clean 
transom. However, the Durban 
teams were up there fighting 
for positions on the podium. 

There was drama early in 
the second race when Jof 

ROYAL Natal Yacht Club's 'Orion Challenger' skippered by William Voorman took fourth place 
in the annual Lipton Challenge ahead of local rival, Point Yacht Club's 'Tyco', skippered by 
Jonathan Heathcote. Theewaters won the regatta Picture: SUPPLIED 

Heathcote, sailing "Tyco" for 
the PYC, was T-boned by the 
Theewaters boat just before the 
first buoy while in the lead. 
The PYC boat clearly had right
of-way. 

They lost all their 
stanchions, ripped their 
spinnaker, and suffered other 
damage, but soldiered on 
despite the setback. 

The PYC boys could have 
had a go at disqualifying the 
perpetrators in the protest 
room after the race, but in a 
true show of sportsmanship, 
and in the "spirit of the Lipton 
Cup", chose merely to request 
redress - which they were 
granted and pushed up two 
places overall in that race. 

For a crew who were 
focussed on winning, this was 
a big upset so early on in the 
event. 

But all was not doom and 
gloom for the Durban guys as 
the RNYC guys, led by William 
Voorman, won that race. 

An interesting entry was 
that of "The Press Gang". Alex 
Petersen, described as a Cape 
sailor extraordinaire, was 
responsible for this entry. 

What was initially a bit of a 
gag became a serious entry as 
Petersen was inundated by 
applications from journalists 
to crew. 

If nothing else is achieved, 
there are now a whole bunch of 
journalists out there who know 

first-hand just what racing a 
small yacht is all about, and 
what it's like to be wet, cold 
and uncomfortable at sea. 

Hopefully the sport will in 
the future be treated with some 
new found respect, and great 
coverage, as these guys have 
now learned the painful 
lessons that sailing is more 
than just "beer and bikinis". 

Something I will be focusing 
on in this column is safety and 
seamanship issues as I don't 
believe that enough of the 
"new" sailors spend sufficient 
time on the water gaining 
experience in all conditions, 
and on different types of boats. 
• This column will appear 
fortnightly. 


