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LOSP·~'D¥ OF THE SEA 

SUNKEN SCHOONER ... ll~fated luxury charter vessel, Mie 
of Mozambique on Sunday. 

Lbxurious fiShing vess:ef 
~ 

sinks near Mozambique 
Owner is Port St Francis chokka fishing kingpin 

IOUS charter yacht Mieke, 
South Africa's only 

en . commercial fishing 
k due to unknown causes 

off ttuf coast of Mozambique on 
Sunda~ morning. 

The B3-metre Grand Banks classic 
schoont r, owned by Port St Francis 
chokka fishing kingpin Anton Viljoen, 
was converted two years ago from a 
commercial fishing vessel into a luxury, 
floating boutique hotel. 

It us d sails as its primary means of 
propulsJon. 

A s~· kesman for charter company 
Classic ailing Adventures, who asked 
not to named, said the six-member 
crew h d fled the vessel in a rubber 
duck er "water just started coming 
in". No assengers were on board. 

"Th~e must have been a hole, but 
we don't know the cause," she said. 

Nothing was salvaged from the ves
sel, which now rests on the ocean floor 

about 40km to 60km off the Mozambi
can coast, north of Beira. 

"The crew just wanted to get to a 
safe haven," said the spokesman. 

Once on shore, they were assisted 
by a group of construction workers 
who had been mining nearby. They took 
them to the nearest town." 

Most of the "traumatised" crew have 
returned to South Africa. 

The spokesman said they would 
soon be making statements about the 
incident to the vessel's insurance 
company. 

The 133-ton vessel~ built in 1997, 
but rebuilt and refitt for charter in 
2003, setting sail again I t year. 

On chartered saili~tours, guests 
were accommodated in ix double cab
ins, all air-conditioned 'th en-suite fa
cilities at $375 (R2 393) a day. 

Most sailing trips were eight days 
long and catered for 12 guests, which 
would equate to $36 000 (R229 770), the 
spokesman said. · 

The yacht, with a 2005 sailing sched
ule which included. Madagascar, Mo-

zambique, Tanzania and the Seychelles, 
was fully-equipped for scuba-diving, 
sea-kayaking, game and fly-fishing and 
spear-fishing. 

Water-skiing equipment and 
wake-boards were also included on two 
outboard tender dive boats. 

·"We are doing everything possible to 
fulfil future commitments," said the 
spokesman. 

As a fishing vessel, Mieke had the ad
vantage of being able to sail far out into 
the ocean, about 600km, without incur
ring heavy fuel costs. 

It also had a powerful engine for 
when there was no wind, but most of 
the fuel on board was used for refrig-
eration purposes. · 

The vessel, which could carry 
long-line fishing equipment and had a 
70-ton hold, sailed all over the world, 
depending on where the fish were and 
whether permits could be attained. 

Viljoen, director of Classic Sailing 
Adventures and owner of fishing com
pany Balobi Processers and Exporters, 
is overseas at present. 


