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RAZINA MUNSHI 

AN AIR search and rescue team 
was unable to find a missing 
yacht by late yesterday after a 
distress signal was sent out by 
the vessel Moquini on Friday. 

Yesterday family of the six 
crewmen gathered at Durban's 
yacht mole to await news. 

The Moquini is registered 
with the Royal Natal Yacht Club 
and was taking part in the Mau
ritius to Durban Race. 
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He said the Maritime 
Co-ordination Centre's 
had been was unable to d the 
yacht and there was no com
munication from it. 

"The C-130 aircraft to off 
from the Waterkloof air b se at 
lpm on Friday. It flew t Mo
quini's last known positi n off 
the southeast Mad scar 
coast," Crockett said. 

The aircraft began a se 
the area yesterday and b 
had covered half the 

7 000 square nautical miles. 
Dave Claxton, the race chair

man, said arrangements had 
been made for a second aircraft 
to fly up the north coast. 

"We want to be sure that Mo
quini has not taken a different 
route to the other yachts," he 
said. 

The second aircraft was due 
to leave Durban's Virginia Air
port early today. 

The rescue centre in Cape 
Town received the distress sig-

nal at 3.40am on Friday, but the 
usually long warning signal ran 
for only a second. 

"Distress signals alert author
ities to the identification [of the 
yacht] and the latitude and lon
gitude. Moquini's signal was 
very short and authorities were 
only able to receive the iden
tification code," said Crockett. 

"It is a possibility that the 
signal was activated accidental
ly, but we need to be sure," 
Crockett said. 

The 1crew last made contact 
with their families on Tuesday. 

Gail1 Dickerson, Sheldon's 
mother, praised the search ef
forts. "They've got a good, thor
ough system, and we are trying 
to be jositive," she said. 

SheJast spoke to her son via 
the vj;sel's ·satellite phone on 
Tues~y. 

Ost*1dorfs wife, Sandy, also 
last spoke to her husband on 
Tuesdf.y. 

"He• aid that conditions were 

rougb but everything was fine," 
she said. 

The race winner, Warrior of 
the Algoa Bay Yacht Club in 
Port Elizabeth, skippered by 

position is a mystery ,., .. , .... , 'S..,.... Tt ...... 

Rick Nankin, crossed the finish 
in Durban on Friday night. The 
second and third vessels were 
expected to come in during the 
night and the rest today. 


