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Competitive field 
for this year's race 
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W
ITH the last of the 
12 boats in the fleet 
for the Mauritius to 
Durban race at last 

safely berthed at Port Louis har
bour, crew registration and 
other procedures relating to the 
start- at noon (SA time) tomor
row - are being completed today. 

The Sunsail Sailing School 
cruiser Pursuit finally clocked 
in early yesterday after a har
rowing 18-day crossing, leaving 
precious little time for race 
preparations. 

All but one of the yachts in the 
race, · which is being revived 
after a 10-year gap, are sailing in 
the IRC Racing Class, one of the 
most popular and accurate 
handicapping systems for 
yachts of all sizes and types. 

Competition for handicap 
honours is expected to be keen, 
particularly between the four 

Fast 42 yachts, Skitzo (Point YC), 
Moquini (Royal Natal YC), Zeus 
(Zululand YC) and Investec 
(Grand Baie YC), a Durban
based yacht formerly registered 
as Prodigy and now under char
ter to Investec Bank of 
Mauritius, one of the two race 
sponsors with Durban Africa. 

The two Royal Cape Yacht 
Club entries, Naledi (J 120 
Class), winner of Wednesday's 
Grand Baie Challenge race, and 
Polo Sport Gumption (Simonis 
40), are also fancied along with 
RNYC's Unleashed, a Pacer 42 
skippered by Dale Promnitz. 

Compared with the record 
entry of 53 yachts in the 1987 
r::lce, the field is small, but it is 
highly competitive. 

For one yacht, Warrior, a 
Simonis 6Q-footer out of Algoa 
Bay YC in the Eastern Cape, the 
race will not be just about win
ning but about breaking the race 
record for the 1 )90 nautical mile 
crossing. The ncord of six days, 

eight hours and 43 minutes was 
set by the 65-footer Southwell
designed Get More Fun with 
Terry Clarence at the helm. 

Warrior's skipper, Rick 
Nankin, said he and his crew of 
14 hand-picked experienced 
yachtsmen were all of one mind 
- to break that record. 

"While we know that weather 
conditions will either help or 
hinder us in our attempt, we will 
do our utmost to achieve it." 

Praying 
The crew have been gathered 

from all over and include owner 
Phil Gutsche, delivery crew cap
tain Mike van Wyk, of Port 
Elizabeth, and two borrowed 
from South Africa's America's 
Cup challenger, Shosholoza, 
bowman Ken Venn and Belgian 
Guido Verhouvert. 

"It will not be easy for us to 
attain our objective or to win on 
handicap," said Nankin. 

"We are praying for strong 
tailwinds to take us out in front 
and, at the same time, for the 
winds to drop to slow down the 
rest of the fleet. 

"Several of us have· crewed 
together in previous races, two 
Cape to Rio races in 1996 and 
2000, when we finished third 
overall on handicap and third 
across the line, the first SA 
yacht to finish. " 

Nankin has also come third 
twice in the Mauritius to 
Durban race, and says he could 
have won it in 1989 had he not 
steered too close to Madagascar 
where he was becalmed for a 
whole day. 

Although Warrior is ship
shape, other yachts are franti
cally trying to patch up damages 
incurred on the delivery trip. 
These include electrical and 
inboard motor failures, rigging 
problems, a broken boom, torn 
and damaged sails, and rudder 
and prop shaft damage. 




