
From Swartkops to the America's Cup 
Local boy Michael Giles is part of Team Shosholoza, South Africa's entrant in prestigious international sailing contest 

By NICKY BLATCH 

GROWING up in the Port Eliza
beth suburb of Amsterdam
hoek, along the banks of the 
Swartkops River, developed in. 
Michael Giles a passion for sail
ing which would eventually be
come an all-consuming career. 

Former Grey High pupil Giles, 32, 
is part of Team Shosholoza, the 
South African entrant in the pres
tigious America's Cup and the first 
African challenger to enter the 
154-year-old event, labelled the For
mula One of yacht racing. 

"I grew up sailing," said Giles 
from Sweden, where his team has 
been gearing up for the Mal
mo-Skane Louis Vuitton Act 7, a 
three-day racing event starting to
day, in which all 12 teams entered 
for the America's Cup will compete 
together in a series of five taces. 

They have also been celebrating 
their first two wins, achieved 
against Sweden and China in the 
Malmo-Skane Louis Vuitton Act 6 
match racing event, which took 
place over the last week. 

Two weeks ago, Giles had to 
withdraw from a Danish match-rac
ing event after breaking his nose on 
the elbow of crew mate Golden 
Mgedeza, during a practice tack pri
or to the start of racing. 

"The swelling has gone down," 
he said. "But I will require a bit of 
surgery." Giles, with a BSc degree in 
construction management from the 

TOUGH GUYS ... Team Shosholoza trimmer Michael Giles (left), of Port Elizabeth, and bowman Golden Mgedeza, of Kwa 
Thema near, Springs, joke about the elbow-nose breaking drama. Picture: STEPHANIE LAMY 

University of Port Elizabeth, is a 
partner in a Cape Town boat-build
ing company, a career put on hold 

for now. "The boat has an ongoing 
maintenance programme. We keep 
doing repairs. I'm fortunate in that I 

can repair boats," said Giles. 
According to new rules, the hull 

of yachts to be raced In 2007, at the 

ultimate America's Cup, must be 
built to a new Version 5.0 rule in the 
country of the competitor. 

South Africa's new yacht, 
Shosholoza RSA 83, was the first 
Version 5.0 yacht t8 be launched in 
the world. And "teething problems" 
were evident in the team's perfor
mance In the Valencia regattas In 
Spain in June. 

However, with Shosholoza's two 
wins against Sweden and China this 
pa5t week, it appears that most of 
the problems have been Ironed out. 

Giles said: "We might be losing 
some events, but winning a few is a 
major step in the right direction. 

"The boat wasn't even finished 
in Valencia and shouldn't have com
peted. Now we've got all the stuff on 
board. We're learning and growing 
all the time." 

Being part of Team Shosholoza 
Is a "full-time job" with little chance 
of relaxation for the sailing crew. 

"Gaps between regattas are 
about seven days," said Giles. 

The team is halfway through the 
action-packed 2005 America's Cup 
racing season in Europe, which sig
nals the countdown to the ultimate 
America's Cup match In 2007. 

Consisting of a series of 14 fleet 
and match racing regattas over 
three years in France, Spain, Swe
den and Italy, and called Louis Vuit
ton Acts; the races are being used 
to showcase the first America's Cup 
to be h~ld in Europe since the In
ception of the~nt 154 years ago. 


