
hosholoza · 
crewman loses · 
tip of finger 
CAPE Town yachtsman Sieraj 
Jacobs has lost the tip of a fin
ger in an accident aboard 
South Africa's America's Cup 
yacht Shosholoza in Spain. 

Jacobs , a member of the 
Shosholoza crew, caught the 
little finger of his right hand 
between a rope and a winch 
aboard the yacht, while sailing 
with the team off Valencia. He 
had been working as upwind 
trimmer during a practice for 
an upcoming regatta. 

The Shosholoza team is 
preparing for the Louis Vuit
ton Act 2 and Act 3 races, 
events that are forerunners to 
the 200TAmefica's Cup finals 
to be held in the same city on 
the Mediterranean. 

Jacobs, a champion sailor, 
was selected with the cream of 
this country's competitive 
yachtsmen to prepare for the 
2007 event. 

Speaking from Spain, sail
ing manager Paul Standbridge 
·said the team were on their 
first practice sail in Valencia 
when Jacobs, a South African 
dinghy and keel boat sailor, 
trapped his little finger 
between the jib sheet (rope) 
and winch while adding extra 
turns c:if sheet to the winch. 

" ned so quickly and 
erstandably went 
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into a bit of shock. We imme
diately transferred him fro 
Shosholoza to our chase boa 
and shore manager Henri Hid
des rushed him back to base 
where he was taken straight to 
hoS}>ital for treatment. 

"He lost the tip of his finge11 
from just below the nail but he 
is fine and back at the hotel 
with us. He is a tough guy," he 
said.,., 

Shortly after the crew's fit
ness training on a beach nea1,1 
their hotel early today, Stand 
br.idge said: "Sieraj is fine 
now, he is still convalescing, 
but he 'll be ready to work 
with us again soon. 

"The accident has been a 
reminder to the entire crew o 
just how powerful and poten 
tially dangerous America's 
Cup class yachts can be. The 
loads on the jib sheet can be 
up to four tons. 

"At the time Sieraj was 
standing in for upwind trim
mer Alex Runciman o~ 
Zeekoevlei who was off sick 
with flu, so it wasn't his nor
mal job on the yacht/' said 
Stand bridge. 


