
Young South African 
blows tironze chance 

SYDNEY - Young gun Gareth 
Blanckenberg succumbed to 
pressure yesterday as he blew 
his hunt for Olympic bronze 
with two mediocre perfor
mances in the Laser class. 

But Finn veteran Ian Ainslie, 
racing in his third Olympics, 
went out accepting his medal 
chances were long over - and 
he cracked an impressive sev
enth place. 

"Normally I've been arriving 
here hours beforehand, trying 
to work out the conditions," 
said school teacher Ainslie, 
who finished eighth at4 the 
Atlanta Garnes and 18th in 
Barcelona. 

'Today Is the first 
time I've seen him 

not handle the 
pressure.' 

"But today my coach said I 
should be normal, like arrive 
just before the race, and it 
worked. 

"Yesterday I changed my 
mindset, that I'm not going to 
get a medal and that I must 
just go out and enjoy the 
Olympics. I can get top 10 for 
sure, I can aim for top five," 
added the Cape Town-based 
Ainslie, currently 18th overall 
with four of the 11 races 
remaining. 

Blanckenberg, the reigning 
world youth champion and 
bronze medallist at the Euro
pean Champs, seemed to fold 
as he slid from sixth overall to 
10th yesterday. 

His Irish coach Trevor Mil
lar said his 22nd and 20th plac
ings had blown his shot at the 
wide-open bronze medal race 
- leaders Ben Ainslie of 
Britain and Brazil's Robert 
Scheidt have almost certainly 
claimed the gold and silver 
medals. 

"I think today he was feeling 
the pressure," Millar conceded. 

"Normally he handles pres
sure ve_ry well and that's what 
gives him such great potential. 
He's definitely a star of the 
future." 

· Millar explained that nor
mally he would discuss tactics 
with Blanckenberg before rac
ing. 

"This morning he wasn 't 
very talkative. Today is the 
first time I've seen him not 
handle the pressure. Normally 
when I talk to him before a 
race, I put pressure on him 
because he thrives on it. 

"But we've spoken about it 
since and he'll be back tomor
row. He can still finish sixth." 

Blanckenberg competes in 
the final two races today while 
Ainslie will be in action today 
and tomorrow. 

-Sapa. 


